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USS Tang (SS-306) 
5th War Patrol 

Ranks 2nd in the number of ships sunk in WWII 
 
Her third war patrol was one of the most devastating American submarine deployments 
carried out against Japanese shipping during World War II. In one day, on 24 June 
1944, Tang was credited with sinking Japanese vessels Tamahoko Maru, Tainan Maru, 
Nasusan Maru, and Kennichi Maru. Over the course of the war patrol, she sank 39,160 
tons of enemy shipping. 
 
Tang’s fourth war patrol was conducted in Japanese home waters off the coast of 
Honshu. On 11 August, Tang located two enemy freighters and two escorts. The 
submarine launched three torpedoes at the larger freighter and two at another ship. The 
larger freighter exploded after one of the torpedoes hit her boilers. After launching the 
attack, Tang went deep, and after 38 minutes of depth charges, resurfaced to periscope 
level. Two escorts were in sight, one was rescuing survivors. On 14 August, Tang sank a 
Japanese patrol yacht and eight days later sank a 225-foot patrol boat. On 23 
August, Tang spotted a large enemy ship on which Japanese in white uniforms could be 
seen on its superstructure and bridge. Tang fired three torpedoes at the ship scoring hits 
on two of the torpedoes. The hits sent the 8,135-ton transport Tsukushi Maru to its 
watery grave. The submarine concluded the war patrol two days later sinking an enemy 
tanker and an escort.  

 Submarines lost during the month of October 

USS Seawolf (SS-197) Oct 3, 1944 100 Souls lost, 17 were Army 

SS 44 (SS-155)           Oct 7, 1943 56 Souls lost, 2 POW  

USS Wahoo (SS-238)  Oct 11, 1943 80 Souls lost 

USS Dorado (SS-248)  Oct 12, 1943 77 Souls lost 

USS Escolar (SS-294)  Oct 17, 1944 82 Souls lost 

USS Darter (SS-227)  Oct 24, 1944 No loss of Life 

USS Shark (SS-314)  Oct 24, 1944 87 Sous lost 

USS Tang (SS-306)  Oct 24, 1944 78 Souls lost, 9 POW 

USS O-5 (SS-66)   Oct 28, 1923 3 Souls lost 

9 Boats Lost, 563 Souls Lost, 11 POW 
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USS Tang (SS-306) 
5th War Patrol 

Sunk by her own Torpedo 

Tang headed out for her fifth and final war patrol. On the night of 10–11 October, the boat 
sank cargo ships Joshu Go and Oita Maru, and then on the evening of 23–24 
October, Tang made contact with a large Leyte-bound convoy consisting of three tankers, 
a transport, a freighter, and numerous escorts. Tang broke into the formation firing a 
barrage of torpedoes. Soon the targets were either on fire or sinking. As Tang prepared 
to fire at a tanker, a transport was spotted bearing down on her in an attempt to ram the 
submarine. Tang had no room to dive, so she whipped around causing the transport to 
swing to avoid hitting another tanker that was also trying to ram Tang, but the enemy 
vessels collided. Shortly thereafter, Tang fired four torpedoes into the tanker sending it to 
the ocean's floor. With escorts and a destroyer closing in, the submarine made way to 
the open ocean. When Tang was about 6,000 yards from the convoy, another huge 
explosion occurred sending yet another enemy vessel below the waves. 
 
The following morning, Tang began patrolling at periscope level heading for Turnabout 
Island. Upon approaching the island, the ship’s radar identified a multitude of blips 
representing a massive enemy convoy. Tang chose its first targets—a large three-deck 
transport, a smaller transport, and a large tanker—then fired torpedoes at each target. 
She then launched more torpedoes at another transport and tanker. As Tang tried to 
escape the subsequent enemy gunfire, an enemy destroyer headed for the submarine. 
The tanker blew up and the transport was hit. A few seconds later, the destroyer that was 
pursuing Tang blew up as well either from friendly fire or from one of the submarine's 
torpedoes. With its last two torpedoes, Tang made way to the stricken transport to finish 
it off. The first deployed torpedo was observed heading straight for the transport, but the 
second surfaced and curved to the left in a circular run heading straight for Tang. The 
submarine fishtailed in an attempt to avoid the rogue torpedo, but 20 seconds later, it 
hit Tang’s torpedo room sinking the boat. Only nine of the crew, including the 
commanding officer, survived the incident. A Japanese destroyer picked up Tang’s 
survivors the next morning. The survivors, including Richard O’Kane, were picked by a 
Japanese frigate and spent the remainder of the Second World War at Ōfuna, a prisoner 
of war (POW) camp.  
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UPCOMING BASE EVENTS 
See www.ussvicb.org for details 

Upcoming Charleston Base Events    
  

Board of Directors Meeting  October 3   FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 
Base Meeting     October 10   FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 

( Social Hour—1800) 
NNPTC Graduation    October 11   NWS Exchange Lot 0800 
US Navy Birthday   October 13  
Early Voting     October 21—November 2 
Election Day    November 5 

NNPTC Graduation 
11 October 2024 

• Friday 0900 
• If you plan to attend please contact Phil Nunnally at 843.518.8301 or email 

pbnunnally@gmail.com 
• We will muster at and leave from the NEX parking lot at 0800 
• This class will graduate the first Australian enlisted class 
• The US Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy James Honea is scheduled to 

attend 
• The Australian Warrant Officer of the Navy (WON) WO Andrew “Bert” 

Bertoncin as scheduled to attend 

http://www.ussvicb.org/
mailto:pbnunnally@gmail.com
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A 13 October 1775 resolution of the Continental Congress established what is 
now the United States Navy with “a swift sailing vessel, to carry ten carriage 
guns, and a proportionable number of swivels, with eighty men, be fitted, with 
all possible despatch, for a cruise of three months….” After the American War of 
Independence, the U.S. Constitution empowered the new Congress “to provide 
and maintain a navy.” Acting on this authority, Congress established the 
Department of the Navy on 30 April 1798. 

 In 1972, Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt authorized official 
recognition of 13 October as the birthday of the U.S. Navy. Since then, each 
CNO has encouraged a Navy-wide celebration of this occasion “to enhance a 
greater appreciation of our Navy heritage, and to provide a positive influence 
toward pride and professionalism in the naval service.” 

13 October 2024 will mark the Navy's 249th birthday. Commemoration toolkit 
items will be added to this page as they become available.    

US NAVY BIRTHDAY 
13 October 2024 
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On October 26th, National Day of the Deployed annually honors the United 
States military personnel deployed around the globe. 

The designation recognizes all of the brave military personnel who have been 
deployed, are sacrificing, or have sacrificed their lives to defend our country. It 
also acknowledges their families who are separated from them during 
deployment and the sacrifices they make in order for their family members to 
serve our country. 

Shelle Michaels Aberle founded National Day of the Deployed in 2006. Ms. 
Aberle approached then North Dakota Governor John Hoeven for support of a 
North Dakota Proclamation for the day. Governor Hoeven was the first governor 
in the United States to recognize deployed troops in a formal proclamation. 

Aberle’s cousin, Bottineau ND native, David Hosna, was a deployed Major in 
the US Army for the first Day of the Deployed. Aberle chose October 26th as it 
was Hosna’s Birthday. He later retired as a Colonel. 

Grand Forks, North Dakota hosted the first event and honored the NDARNG 1-
188th ADA SECFOR and JLENS deployed to Afghanistan.  

In 2011, Senator John Hoeven led the efforts and co-sponsored S.RES.295 for 
a national day of honor.  On October 18, 2011, the resolution passed 
unanimously for the first national day honoring deployed troops and their 
families. 

NATIONAL DAY OF THE DEPLOYED 
26 October 2024 
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From the Editor 
Contact me at newsletter@ussvicb.org 

It’s been a year! 
I’ve been honored to be your Newsletter Editor for a year and I’ve learned 
much about the base, the US Navy, our submarines service and our country in 
general. I look forward to another year and more ways to learn about our great 
SubVets base and country. 

Announcements 

Opportunities to Serve our Base 

• Openings for 

 PAO—position filled! 

 Scholarship Awards Committee 

 Base Historian 

 Non-Nuclear Historian 

 Kaps for Kids 

 National Awards Coordinator 

Contact the Base Commander, the COB or any officer if you can help 

Our New PAO! 

Strike one from the list above. STSC(SS) Rafael Guzman volunteered as our 
new PAO! This is an important position and I look forward to his leadership in 
this area. 

I am adding a few Veteran’s Day activities in the Non-Base section below.  At 
this time our base has not sponsored a Base Veteran’s Day activity but by our 
October Base meeting or soon after, a sponsored activity will be announced. 
I will clearly define the Base and Non-Base events in the November Newsletter 

mailto:newsletter@ussvicb.org
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Recent Data Breach of almost 3 Billion Records 

I had this sent out in an all base email and in September’s Newsletter. I have had more 
than one base member state their data was breached and on the dark web. Pease take 
this seriously. 

You can go to https://npd.pentester.com and check if you were hacked. I checked myself 
and my eight family members on this website and all but one had their information 
breached and on the dark web including our SSN's and DOB's. You don't have to enter in 
any information that is not already public record so this is a safe check site. At a minimum 
please lock your credit at all three credit reporting agencies if it isn't already. You can 
google NPD hack if you want to research more.    

Shipmate Phil Nunnally 

Newsletter Clarity 

As I have been adding content to our base newsletter, I may have be inadvertently adding 
confusion about what is an official Charleston SubBase Event vs. other events. Starting in 
this newsletter, the newsletter will be broken into two sections 

• Official SubBase events. Will include the typical details plus any uniform of the day 
requirements as have them 

• Non-base events  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Reminder 

The USSVI National Website is https://ussubvets.org 

It’s Dues Time Again 

It’s that time of the year 
again with a reminder that 
PAYPAL has been removed 
as a payment process on our 
website due to issues with 
payment amounts.  

Base dues will remain the 
same in 2025 but national 
dues increase by $10 in 
January so it “pays” to pay 
your dues in 2024. National 
Life dues increase 
significantly. 

https://npd.pentester.com/
https://ussubvets.org/home.asp
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Little David Coordinator Fall Report 

• Phil Nunnally inspected the Little David early September 
• She was in overall good condition with a few boards on the aft end that will 

need replacement next spring 
• The brass plaques need polishing during a working pary next spring 
• The canvas cover and hold down boards are in bad shape and will be 

replaced this fall but a working party is not needed 
• Working party is not needed until spring 2025 
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A North Charleston hotel off Ashley Phosphate Road recently sold for $11.6 
million — or roughly $118,367 per key — but the property will take on a 
new mission to house veterans. 

The buyer of the 98-room hotel at 2450 Prospect Drive is a New York 
nonprofit, the Tunnels to Towers Foundation. The nonprofit provides 
housing to disabled veterans and fallen first responder families in several 
ways, from paying off mortgages or building handicap-accessible houses to 
purchasing hotels to convert into apartments. 

While this is the company's first foray into South Carolina, it has replicated 
similar efforts with success already and has more on the way in different 
states.  

Last year, it opened its prototype "Veterans Village" in Houston. A 161-room 
hotel there was converted into housing for 131 veterans, with a service 
center on the first floor offering on-site supportive services, including 
behavioral health specialists and case managers. 

The Tunnels to Towers Foundation opened its first “Veterans Village” in 
Texas last year, after transforming a hotel into apartments and a service 
center. 

The nonprofit plans to do something similar to the Houston project in North 
Charleston, according to its website, which states: "The Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation is currently assessing a 98-unit hotel in North Charleston ... to 
convert into a permanent housing complex and comprehensive supportive 
service center." 

Similar efforts to convert hotel keys from hospitality into residential units are 
underway in Atlanta; Bradenton, Fla.; Memphis; Bayville, N.J.; Harrisburg, 
Pa.; and Las Vegas. The group is is exploring options in Denver, Detroit 
and Long Island, with 11 more cities lined up down the road. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

North Charleston hotel sold to New York-based nonprofit  

with plans to house veterans permanently 
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North Charleston hotel sold to New York-based nonprofit  

with plans to house veterans permanently 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This is only one side of the nonprofit's work, which also provides grant 
funding and other assistance. 

     The nonprofit was launched after the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, in 
honor of founder Frank Siller's brother, Stephen — an off-duty firefighter that 
died that day trying to save lives. It began as an annual 5K run that followed 
the path Stephen took that day on foot after being stuck in Brooklyn Battery 
Tunnel, carrying his gear to the World Trade Center, according to the 
foundation's website. Several years later, the foundation's mission expanded 
to help house families of fallen first responders and veterans. 

Unlike some of the older hotels the foundation has purchased in other states, 
the North Charleston hotel was built in 2017. The property sold the year 
before for $1.45 million. Marcus & Millichap brokered the latest $11.6 million 
deal on behalf of the seller. Jack Davis, senior vice president investments, 
said multiple offers were made on the property before finding the "non-
traditional hotel user" and their unique plans. 

The Comfort Suites at 2450 Prospect Drive in North Charleston. 

Thanks for Shipmates Tom Holcombe and Nick Nichols for this report. 



 

12 

The Defense Department's Retiree-At-Cost Hearing Aid Program 
(RACHAP) helps retirees buy hearing aids through certain military medical 
facilities at a government-negotiated cost.  

The hearing aids provided are the same as those available to active-duty 
service members. The program is open to retirees who have hearing loss 
or tinnitus (ringing in the ears). Dependents of military retirees are not 
eligible. 

Retirees can use any military treatment facility that provides the program 
and will accept them; you don't need to return to your service affiliation to 
participate in this program. 

See the full story at Hearing Aids for Military Retirees | Military.com  

 

This is a story I reported to the base last year before I started the 
newsletter. I used this program since I couldn’t convince the VA, after two 
attempts since 2015, that my hearing was bad after 20 years in a 
submarine engineroom. 

• I received my hearing test at the Moncrief Army Clinic at Fort Jackson in 
Columbia for free 

• I purchased hearing aids worth $6000 at $890 wholesale 

• Moncrief received and aligned the hearing aids based on my hearing test 

• I had to go back once to have my left hearing aid repaired at no cost 

I checked the AFB and NWS clinics and both reported they do not provide 
this service at this time. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Hearing Aids for Military Retirees  

https://www.military.com/benefits/veteran-benefits/hearing-aids-for-military-retirees.html?ESRC=mr_240729.nl&utm_medium=email&utm_source=mr&utm_campaign=20240729
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• Carolina Coffee Roasters Summerville 
• 1100 Start Time 
• Free lunch provided after 
• Uniform of the Day: TBD 
• I haven’t received confirmation for this event when I published this 

newsletter 

FUTURE BASE EVENTS 

Lost Boats Bell Tolling  
11 November 2024 

Honoring Our Heroes  
11 November 2024 

• Dorchester County Veterans Day Ceremony: Honoring Our Heroes 
Ashley River Park, 200 Renken Rd, Summerville 

• 1000 Start Time 
• Speaker: Dr Shane Robbins, Colonel, US Army Retired 
• Veterans and families encouraged to attend. If SUBVET attending wear your 

vest and cover. 
• Free lunch provided after the ceremony. 
• Park admission is free to all veterans and their guests  
• Uniform of the Day: TBD 
• I haven’t received confirmation for this event when I published this 

newsletter 
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Charleston Sub Base Christmas Party 
December 6th 

FUTURE BASE EVENTS 
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Vietnam Veterans Memorial Replica 
 

Location:    Dorchester Heritage 964 Hwy 78, Ridgeville 
Event:    October 17-20 
Wall Arrives:   October 16 
Setup Assistance:  October 17 
More details to come on how our base can help 
See The Wall That Heals - Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (vvmf.org) and  
The Wall that Heals | Dorchester Heritage Center for details 

NON-BASE EVENTS 

The Wall That Heals 

https://www.vvmf.org/The-Wall-That-Heals/
https://dorchesterheritagecenter.com/the-wall-that-heals/
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NON-BASE EVENTS 

CSS Hunley Oyster Roast 
25 October 2024 



 

17 

Kings Bay Submarine Veterans Memorial 
2 November 2024 

NON-BASE EVENTS 

• 9:00 am - 5:00 pm  
 
An annual Memorial service honoring World War II Submarine Veteran’s on 
eternal patrol is held in conjunction with the weekend-long, festive Subvet 
reunion. Located just minutes from Kingsland, the memorial service is held at 
the WWII Subvets Pavilion located on Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base. 
 
For more information on the service and the reunion, contact the St Mary's 
Submarine Museum at 912-882-2782 or (2) Facebook  

Multiple Veterans Day Options 
 

Potential Goose Creek Veterans Park Ceremony in the Works 
11 November 2024 

 
Details expected during the October Base meeting 

Patriots Point Veterans Painting Workshop 
9 November 2024 

In Partnership with the Patriot Art Foundation, Patriots Point will host a water 
color workshop with world-renowned artist, Mary Whyte. Ms. Whyte will 
provide watercolor lessons to thirty local veterans in the USS Yorktown's 
Harbor Room.   
View all details at Veterans Painting Workshop with Mary Whyte | Patriots 

Coastal Coffee Roasters 
11 November 2024 

 
Details pending based on the Goose Creek event 

https://www.facebook.com/StMarysSubMuseum
https://www.patriotspoint.org/events/veterans-painting-workshop-mary-whyte
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FRA Veterans Day Program and Indoor Picnic 
11 November 2024 

• FRA Veterans Day Program and Indoor Picnic 
FRA Home 

• 1200 Meal Time 
• Full details will be available at the October or November base meeting 

North Charleston Veterans Day tribute  
11 November 2024 

NON-BASE EVENTS 

The City of North Charleston will host its annual Veterans Day tribute on 
Monday, November 11, 2024, 10:00am–12:00pm at the North Charleston 
Performing Arts Center, featuring Colonel Joseph Dawson, Jr. as the keynote 
speaker. 

We ask veterans and the public to join Mayor Reggie Burgess and City Council 
in this special ceremony.  Each year, more than 500 veterans in attendance 
are honored. 

All veterans in attendance will be recognized and will receive a custom 
designed commemorative coin. 

RSVP no later than Friday, November 1, 2024. 

Register Now Online at: northcharlestonrec.eventbrite.com. 

The Department of Defense and the Veterans Day National Committee once 
again selected North Charleston as a Regional Site for Veterans Day 2024. 
North Charleston is the only site in the State of South Carolina and has 
received this designation for 14 consecutive years. 

2024 KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Colonel Joseph Dawson, Jr. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/998651492497?aff=oddtdtcreator
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NON-BASE EVENTS 

Bubblehead Cruise 
March 2025 

I don’t have all the details but saw this Facebook group you can join called 
Bubblehead Cruise.  
 
• Event by Daniel Higgins and Bubblehead Cruise 
• Leaves Cape Canaveral March 3, 2025 
• Duration: 5 days  
• Public  · Anyone on or off Facebook 
• A Caribbean cruise on the Caribbean Princess out of Cape Canaveral, 

March 3, 2025. It's Six nights, and stops at San Juan, PR, Nassau, Grand 
Turk  

• The Facebook Bubblehead page is the only place I have seen this adver-
tised 
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 LITTLE DAVID HISTORY 

   CSS Little David Attacks USS New Ironsides 

5 October 1863 

The C.S.S. David was a small steam-powered, semi-submersible torpedo boat 
whose construction had been funded by donations from Charleston residents. 
The David sat just above the waterline, making her nearly invisible to the 
blockade fleet. A 10-foot spar at the end of the David’s bow held an explosive 
device (i.e., a torpedo). This device had four percussion caps primed to 
detonate a gunpowder-filled canister on contact. 

The torpedo boat headed out on the night of October 5, commanded by 
Lieutenant William T. Glassell. His three-man crew consisted of Pilot Walker 
Cannon, Assistant Engineer James H. Tomb, and Seaman James Sullivan 
(fireman). They had spent the past week testing the vessel, and Glassell 
pronounced them ready for action. Their mission was to destroy the hated 
3,486-ton iron frigate U.S.S. New Ironsides. 

The David passed Fort Sumter around 9 p.m. About an hour later, the deck 
officer of the New Ironsides sighted the cigar-shaped craft approaching from 50 
yards. He hollered, “What boat is that?” Glassell, hoping to cause confusion 
among the enemy crew, emerged from the David and killed the man with a 
shotgun blast. The David’s engines then turned off and she drifted toward 
the New Ironsides.  
 
The Federals opened fire, but it was too late. The David surged forward and 
rammed the ironclad’s starboard quarter, detonating 60 pounds of gunpowder 
six feet below her waterline. 

I wrapped up the Medal of Honor for Submariners series last month. Starting 
this month, I will begin a series on Little David to last into 2025 and be will 
dedicated to two main events: 

• Little David events during and after the Civil War 

• The 20th Anniversary of the Little David overhaul completed by the 
Charleston Base SubVets, January through July 2004 
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 CSS Little David Attacks USS New Ironsides 

The blast was not strong enough to sink the New Ironsides, but it extinguished 
the David’s boilers. Glassell ordered the crew to abandon ship, and three of 
the four men began swimming to shore. Cannon stayed aboard because he 
could not swim, so Tomb returned and the men tried to restart the David. Tomb 
finally relit the boilers, and he and Cannon escaped. Charleston residents 
welcomed them back to shore as heroes. 
 
Federals captured Glassell and Sullivan as they tried to swim ashore. They 
were shipped north to face charges of using an uncivilized weapon, but no trial 
was held and they were later exchanged as prisoners of war. The New 
Ironsides went to the repair yard at Port Royal, where workmen discovered the 
blast had caused more damage than initially thought. She remained under 
repair for the next eight months. 
 
Dahlgren wrote Navy Secretary Gideon Welles, “How far the enemy may seem 
encouraged I do not know, but I think it will be well to be prepared against a 
considerable issue of these small craft.” Dahlgren informed Assistant Navy 
Secretary Gustavus V. Fox, “By all means let us have a quantity of these 
torpedoes, and thus turn them against the enemy. We can make them faster 
than they can.” 
 
The explosion terrified the Federal crew and prompted the Federal naval 
command to develop a defense to this new type of warfare. Dahlgren issued 
orders for ironclads to have escorts while on patrol, and to be fitted with 
protective outrigging and netting while anchored. 
 
See more details at David v. New Ironsides – The Civil War Months  

https://civilwarmonths.com/2023/10/05/david-v-new-ironsides/
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WWII Submarine History this month 

I am continuing a series to list all submarine activity during WWII in each 
corresponding month. It’s important to not only list and honor submarines lost 
during the month but also our successes. I hope you find this series rewarding. 
 
• October 2 1943.  A mine laid by USS Silversides (SS 236) four months earlier damages 

Imperial Japanese Navy minesweeper W 28 off Kavieng Bay, New Ireland, Bismarck.  
• October 2 1944. USS Pomfret (SS 391) attacks a Japanese convoy in Luzon Strait, 

sinking an army transport about 75 miles southeast of the southern tip of Formosa.  
• October 6 1944. USS Whale (SS 239) sinks the Japanese merchant tanker Akane 

Maru while under the escort of Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No. 21 west of 
Balintang Channel, Philippines.  

• Also on this date, USS Seahorse (SS 304) then sinks Coast Defense Vessel No.21 as 
the ship is rescuing survivors from Akane Maru, 140 miles northwest of Cape Bojeador, 
Luzon.  

• October 7 1944. USS Hawkbill (SS 366) and USS Baya (SS 318) attack a Japanese 
convoy and sink the Japanese cargo ship Kinugasa Maru about 400 miles west of 
Manila.  

• Also on this date, USS Cabrilla (SS 288) sinks Japanese transport No.8 Shinyo Maru 
off Vigan, Luzon. 

• Also on this date, USS Greenling (SS 213) sinks the Japanese transport No 8 Kiri Maru 
and the merchant tanker Kotai Maru.  

• October 8 1943. USS Guardfish (SS 217) sinks Japanese army cargo ship Kashu Maru 
north-northwest of the Admiralty Islands.  

• Also on this date, USS Gurnard (SS 254) sinks the Japanese army cargo ship Taian 
Maru and transport ship Dainichi Maru off the northern tip of Luzon.  

• October  9 1940. Secretary of the Navy William F. Knox approves recommendation to 
equip 24 submarines with gasoline for delivery to seaplanes on the water. The move 
followed a demonstration in which submarine Nautilus (SS 168) refueled patrol planes 
and conducted successful test dive to 300 feet with aviation gasoline aboard.  

• Also on this date, USS Kingfish (SS 234) torpedoes and sinks Japanese oiler 
Hayamato in Sibitu Channel.  

• Also on this date, USS Rasher (SS 269) sinks Japanese army cargo ship Kogane Maru 
28 miles from Ambon.  

• Also on this date, USS Wahoo (SS 238) sinks Japanese cargo ship Hankow Maru off 
Oga Peninsula.  

• October 10 1943. USS Bonefish (SS 223) sinks the Japanese army cargo ship 
Isuzugawa Maru and merchant transport Teibi Maru off Cam Ranh Bay, French 
Indochina.  

• October 11 1944. USS Tang (SS-306) sinks Japanese freighters Joshu Go and Oita 
Maru in the Formosa Strait.  

• Also on this date, USS Trepang (SS-412), in an attack on a Japanese convoy south of 
Honshu, sinks landing ship T.105 about 105 miles southwest of Tokyo Bay.  
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• October 14 1942. USS Greenling (SS-213) sinks the Japanese army cargo ship Takusei 
Maru six miles off Todo Saki near the northern coast of Honshu. 

• Also on this date, USS Sculpin (SS-191) sinks the Japanese army cargo ship Sumiyoshi 
Maru 75 miles southwest of Kavieng, New Ireland.  

• October 15 1943. USS Tullibee (SS-284) attacks a 10-ship Japanese convoy in Formosa 
Strait and sinks the transport Chicago Maru.  

• October 16 1942. USS Thresher (SS 200) mines the approaches to Bangkok, Thailand, 
the first US Navy submarine mine plant during World War II.  

• October 17 1942. USS Trigger (SS 237) sinks the Japanese freighter Holland Maru near 
the mouth of Bungo Strait off Kyushu, Japan. Lost in action with all hands later in the 
war, Trigger receives 11 battle stars for her World War II service and the Presidential Unit 
Citation for her fifth, sixth, and seventh war patrols.  

• October 17 1943. USS Tarpon (SS 175) sinks German auxiliary cruiser Michel (Schiffe 
No. 28) off Chichi Jima, Bonin Islands.  

• October 18 1944. USS Bluegill (SS 242) and USS Raton (SS 270) attack a Japanese 
convoy in the South China Sea. Bluegill sinks the army cargo ships Arabia Maru and 
Chinsei Maru and freighter Hakushika Maru. Raton sinks the army cargo ships Taikai 
Maru and Shiranesan Maru.  

• October 21 1942. The British submarine HMS Seraph lands Navy Capt. Jerauld Wright 
and four Army officers including Maj. Gen. Mark Clark at Cherchel, French North Africa to 
meet with a French military delegation to assess French attitude towards future Allied 
landings (Operation Torch).  

• October 21 1942. USS Guardfish (SS 217) sinks Japanese freighter Nichiho Maru about 
120 miles north-northeast of Formosa 

• Also on this date, USS Gudgeon (SS 211) attacks a Japanese convoy in the Bismarck 
Sea and sinks the transport Choko Maru.  

• October 23 1942. USS Kingfish (SS 234) sinks Japanese gunboat at the entrance to Kii 
Suido, Honshu, Japan.  

• October 23 1944. The Battle of Leyte Gulf, considered the largest naval battle of World 
War II, begins with the U.S. submarines attacking two elements of the Japanese armada 
moving towards Leyte. In the Palawan Passage, USS Darter and USS Dace sink heavy 
cruisers Maya and Atago. Takao is also hit, but survives. Off Manila Bay, USS Bream's 
torpedoes damage the heavy cruiser Aoba.  

• October 26 1944. Three U.S. Navy submarines sink a number of Japanese vessels: USS 
Drum (SS 228) sinks freighter Taishu Maru, cargo ship Taihaku Maru and damages 
transports Aoki Maru and Tatsura Maru; USS Icefish (SS 367) sinks freighter Taiyo Maru 
and USS Rock (SS 274) sinks Takasago Maru.  

WWII Submarine History this month 
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Russian Atomic Submarines' 'Most Devastating Weapon' in Position—Navy Chief 
 
The head of Russia's navy confirmed that its most powerful weapons—nuclear-tipped cruise 
missiles—are online and on high alert. In his remarks, the admiral said that for a half-
century, the division has utilized "the most complex systems created by mankind," including 
the "most powerful and devastating weapons" safeguarding Russia's security. He further 
boasted of the readiness to deploy the weapons, emphasizing the "extremely high level" of 
preparedness,  
 
See the full report at Russian Atomic Submarines' 'Most Devastating Weapon' in Position—
Navy Chief - Newsweek  
 
 
Russian Nuclear Submarines Cross Under Arctic Ice Near US Coast 
 
The Russian Defense Ministry on Monday announced the transfer of two nuclear-powered 
submarines as part of Ocean-2024, a week-long strategic exercise that took place in 
the Pacific Ocean and Arctic Ocean. The large-scale military drill concluded the same day. 
 
See the full report at Russian Nuclear Submarines Cross Under Arctic Ice Near US Coast - 
Newsweek   

Russian Sub News 

British Sub News 

Trident missile test fails for second time in a row 
 
The latest test of the UK's nuclear deterrent was from HMS Vanguard and was seen by 
Defence Secretary Grant Shapps. 
The missile's booster rockets failed and it landed in the sea close to the launch site, 
according to the Sun, which first reported the malfunction. 
Mr Shapps said he has "absolute confidence" in Trident's submarines, missiles and nuclear 
warheads. 
This is highly embarrassing for both the UK and the US manufacturer of the Trident missile. 
British tests of Trident missiles are rare, not least because of the cost. Each missile is worth 
around £17m and the last test in 2016 also ended in failure when the missile veered off 
course. Test-fired missiles are not armed with their nuclear warheads. 
 
See the full story at Trident missile test fails for second time in a row (bbc.com)  

https://www.newsweek.com/russia-news-nuclear-submarines-weapon-ready-navy-chief-says-1956087
https://www.newsweek.com/russia-news-nuclear-submarines-weapon-ready-navy-chief-says-1956087
https://www.newsweek.com/russian-news-nuclear-submarines-cross-under-arctic-ice-near-us-coast-1955615
https://www.newsweek.com/russian-news-nuclear-submarines-cross-under-arctic-ice-near-us-coast-1955615
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-68355395
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China unveils submarine detection tech with 12-mile underwater range 
 
Ateam of scientists from Shanghai Jiao Tong University in China has allegedly developed a 
new form of submarine detection that could transform underwater surveillance. 
The device, which was claimed to have been tested in the depths of the South China Sea, 
has demonstrated the potential to detect even the quietest submarines over an extended 
range, a feat that was previously considered impossible. 
 
The new detection technology is in a large square-like pickup truck structure, and it uses 
antennas to detect very weak electromagnetic signals that submarine propellers emit. 
 
The recent testing involved a rotating propeller, and the detector successfully identified low-
frequency signals at a distance of nearly 12 miles (20 km), according to the South China 
Morning Post (SCMP).  
 
See the full story at China unveils submarine detection tech with 12-mile underwater range 
(interestingengineering.com)  

Chinese Sub News 

Canadian Sub News 

The Canadian military has formally begun its efforts to acquire a fleet of up to 12 
conventionally powered submarines  
 
Canadian Defence Minister Bill Blair issued a statement Sept. 16 noting that submarines 
are crucial to maintaining the country’s sovereignty. “As an Arctic, Atlantic, and Pacific 
nation with the world’s longest coastline, Canada needs a new fleet of submarines,” Blair 
said. 
The current fleet of Victoria-class submarines operated by the Royal Canadian Navy will be 
decommissioned in the mid-2030s, he added. 
“To avoid any gap in Canadian submarine capabilities, Canada anticipates a contract award 
by 2028 with the delivery of the first replacement submarine no later than 2035,” Blair noted 
in his message. 
 
See the full story at Canada kicks off submarine tender after survey of global vendors 

https://interestingengineering.com/military/china-submarine-underwater-surveillance
https://interestingengineering.com/military/china-submarine-underwater-surveillance
https://www.defensenews.com/global/the-americas/2024/09/19/canada-kicks-off-submarine-tender-after-survey-of-global-vendors/
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What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

Early Voting October 21—November 2 
Election Day November 5 

Virginia Class Submarine Program $17B Over Budget 
Enough to Build a New Aircraft Carrier 

The Navy’s new Virginia-class submarines are projected to run $17 billion over their 
planned budget through 2030, a problem emblematic of a crisis in the program, the House’s 
top lawmaker on defense spending disclosed. 
 
“It’s clear that the Navy and shipbuilders have known about this shortfall for at least 18 
months” but “Congress was notified just two weeks ago,” Representative Ken Calvert, 
chairman of the House defense appropriations subcommittee, said in remarks released 
Thursday before a classified hearing with Navy Secretary Carlos Del Toro. 
 
The program for a new generation of nuclear-powered subs being manufactured by General 
Dynamics Corp. and HII “has slipped two to three years” behind schedule “and is 
experiencing extraordinary cost growth,” Calvert said. The $17 billion shortfall will increase 
the program’s projected $184 billion total cost if the Navy can’t close the gap by finding 
ways to cut expenditures. 
 
See the full story at The Virginia Submarine Project: Budget Woes and Challenges 
(gcaptain.com)  

https://gcaptain.com/virginia-class-submarine-program-17b-over-budget-enough-to-build-a-new-aircraft-carrier/
https://gcaptain.com/virginia-class-submarine-program-17b-over-budget-enough-to-build-a-new-aircraft-carrier/
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First Fully Integrated Sub for Mixed-gender Crews Commissioned 
USS New Jersey SSN 796 

What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

September 5, 2024 The Navy received the New Jersey, its 23rd Virginia-class, fast-attack 
submarine in April 2024. The first fully integrated sub for mixed-gender crews, the New 
Jersey will join the fleet on Sept. 14, 2024, during a commissioning ceremony.   
 
WASHINGTON — The first submarine fully integrated for mixed gender crews will join the 
Navy fleet next week during a commissioning ceremony in its namesake state of New 
Jersey. The future USS New Jersey, a fast-attack submarine, will become a deployable part 
of the Navy’s force during the ceremony at Naval Weapons Station Earle in New Jersey on 
Sept. 14, culminating five years of construction that represents a historic shift in how Navy 
submarines are designed. The New Jersey is the 23rd Virginia-class submarine, but it is 
the first of its kind — designed from the keel up with specific modifications for gender 
integration. “The submarine community is a fully gender-integrated warfighting force,” said 
Vice Adm. Robert Gaucher, commander of Submarine Forces Atlantic. Modifications 
included obvious ones — more doors and washrooms to create separate sleeping and 
bathing areas — and some that are more subtle — lowering some overhead valves and 
making them easier to turn and installing steps in front of the triple-high bunk beds and 
stacked laundry machines.  
 
The design changes were made to accommodate the growing female force of submariners. 
In the past five years, the Navy has seen the number of officers and enlisted sailors in the 
submarine force who are women double and triple, respectively, Gaucher said. As of 
August 2024, 730 women were assigned to operational submarines — serving as officers 
and sailors on 19 nuclear-powered, ballistic-missile and guided-missile submarines, and 19 
nuclear-powered attack boats, according to Submarine Forces Atlantic.  The increase 
follows the 2010 lift of the ban that barred women from serving aboard submarines. A 
decade later, in 2021, the Navy announced a long-term plan to integrate female officers on 
33 submarine crews and female enlisted sailors on 14 submarine crews by 2030. “To 
support women serving onboard submarines, the submarine force, starting with New 
Jersey, is building all future nuclear-powered attack submarines and the new Columbia-
class ballistic-missile submarines gender-neutral from the keel up,” .   
 
Read all details and other reports on the USS New Jersey: 
• First submarine fully integrated for coed crews to join Navy fleet next week | Stars and 

Stripes  
• The US Navy Is About to Launch a Submarine Built for a Mixed-Gender Crew, the First 

of Its Kind | Military.com  
 

https://www.stripes.com/branches/navy/2024-09-05/navy-sailors-submarine-women-15079956.html
https://www.stripes.com/branches/navy/2024-09-05/navy-sailors-submarine-women-15079956.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2024/09/10/us-navy-about-launch-submarine-built-mixed-gender-crew-first-of-its-kind.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2024/09/10/us-navy-about-launch-submarine-built-mixed-gender-crew-first-of-its-kind.html
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What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

The Stinky Report 

USS Manchester Command Senior Chief who wanted WiFi on her warship secretly ran an 
illegal Starlink network that she named 'STINKY' 
 
• A US Navy leader was demoted for installing an illegal WiFi network on a warship, a new 

report says. 
• Grisel Marrero installed a Starlink network on the USS Manchester and named it 

"STINKY." 
• She lied to and misled her commanding officer at least three times when questioned 

about the network, per the report. 
A senior US Navy enlisted leader who was demoted after she was caught running illegal 
WiFi on a warship used a leadership association's debit card to pay for its monthly bills and 
named it "STINKY," according to a new report. 
Grisel Marrero, who was the command senior chief of the USS Manchester, installed and 
operated the unauthorized network during a deployment in 2023, lying to her commanders 
and falsifying records to cover up its presence, according to a Navy charge sheet seen by 
Business Insider. 
 
The Starlink dish was eventually discovered on August 18 by a civilian installing a separate, 
authorized satellite communication system.  
 
Read the full story at A US Navy chief who wanted WiFi on her warship secretly ran an 
illegal Starlink network that she named 'STINKY': report (newsbreak.com)  

https://www.newsbreak.com/share/3583761450967-a-us-navy-chief-who-wanted-wifi-on-her-warship-secretly-ran-an-illegal-starlink-network-that-she-named-stinky-report?s=a7&share_destination_id=MTg2MzM0NjMzLTE3MjU0NTU5MDU0NDQ=&pd=0Cbq9J2R&hl=en_US&send_time=172545
https://www.newsbreak.com/share/3583761450967-a-us-navy-chief-who-wanted-wifi-on-her-warship-secretly-ran-an-illegal-starlink-network-that-she-named-stinky-report?s=a7&share_destination_id=MTg2MzM0NjMzLTE3MjU0NTU5MDU0NDQ=&pd=0Cbq9J2R&hl=en_US&send_time=172545
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After politics, we all need a little humor 

...or on a submarine 
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United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Charleston Base 
Minutes of Business Meeting  

11 July 2024 
 
 
Opening Ceremonies: 
• The July 2024 Base Meeting was called to order by Base Commander Mike Ciesielko 

with a quorum of four officers and a total of 43 members.  The meeting started at 1900 
with the sound of the diving alarm.   

• The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Vice Commander Tom Lawson and recited by 
the members in attendance.   

• The Invocation and the Tolling of the Boats lost during the month of July was given by 
Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.   

• Submarines lost during the month of July: 
 USS S-28 (SS-133)  July 4, 1944 – Training Exercise Lost with All Hands – 

49 Souls 
 USS ROBALO (SS-273) July 26, 1944 – 3RD war patrol Lost with 77 Men – 4 

Died as 
 POWs – 81 Souls 
 USS GRUNNION (SS-216) July 30, 1942 – 1ST war patrol Lost with All 

Hands – 70 Souls 
 THREE Boats and 200 Men Lost 

• The Creed of USSVI was read by Vice Commander Tom Lawson. 
• Base Commander Mike Ciesielko welcomed members and guests to the meeting. 
 
Guest Speakers: The Wall That Heals 
• Phyllis Hughes – Dorchester Heritage Center – 964 Hwy 78 Ridgeville 

 A program of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Foundation – Founders of the Wall 
 The largest traveling “Wall That Heals” will be on display from October 17-20, 2024 

at 101 Ridge St. St. George.  (The Old Dorchester County Court House) 
 Will arrive in the area on October 15.  The truck with the memorial panels is 

considered hallowed ground.  It will be met and escorted by the Patriot Guard 
Riders and Deputies from the Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office.  All veterans are 
invited to join the procession. 

 Cadets from the Citadel will be there on October 16 to help set up 
 Gold Star Families are being contacted to be there during the assembly. 
 The display will be open to the public 24x7.  Volunteers are needed for all hours of 

day/night.  There is a sign-up sheet available. 
 Ms. Hughes would like to talk to a nurse that served in Vietnam.  Please advise if 

able. 
 If you know someone who died as a result of the Vietnam War, please advise so 

that they will be recognized. 
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• Bill Blakely– Dorchester Heritage Center– Treasurer 
 Explained volunteer duties and website sign-up info. 
 Explained info regarding post-war deaths. 

 
Introductions of New Attendees: 
• One man was at the Charleston Base Meeting for the first time this evening. 

 Bill Blakely – FTG/LCDR – Qualified on USS George Bancroft SSBN643 – 1984 – 
Also was Plankowner aboard USS Nevada SSBN733 and Plankowner aboard USS 
Maryland SSBN738. 

 
Old Business: 
• None 
 
New Business: 
• Dave Harvey spoke briefly about a trip he made to Two Rivers, WI and a visit to the USS 

COBIA.  There was no actual business discussed. 
 
Secretary – Gordon Long: 
• The Minutes from the June Base meeting were emailed to all Base members.  The 

Minutes have also been published on the Base Website for download.  There were no 
changes, additions or deletions.  The Minutes were approved as written. 

 
Treasurer – Base Commander for Ricky Collins: 
• The Treasurer’s Report for June was published and promulgated on the website.  There 

were no revisions.  The report was approved as presented. 
 
Chaplain – Nick Nichols: 
• Highlighted boat of the month:  

 S-28 (SS133) was lost on July 4, 1944 with the loss of 49 crew members.  She was 
conducting training exercises off Hawaii with the US Coast Guard Cutter Reliance.  
After S-28 dove for a practice torpedo approach, Reliance lost contact.  No distress 
signal or explosion was heard.  Two days later, an oil slick was found near where S
-29 had dove.  The exact cause of her loss remains a mystery. 

 
There are several shipmates and family members who have given me information which 
they wish to be kept confidential at this time. 
• CDR James Douglas ‘JD’ Pickett USN Ret, departed on Eternal Patrol on July 4, 2024. 

JD joined the Navy in 1972 and retired in 1998. He qualified on the USS GRAYBACK 
SSG/APSS/SS-574 in 1974. He served on USS PINTADO SSN0672, USS NARWHAL 
SSN-671, USS LaJolla SSN/MTS-701, and USS HYMAN G. RICKOVER SSN-709. JD 
was instrumental in starting the Denizens of the Deep Base in Aiken SC and was the first 
Base Commander 2002-2006. 
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• MT1(SS) Brett D. Johnson, 66, departed on Eternal Patrol on June 30, 2024 at a local 
hospital. He qualified on USS HENRY L. STIMSON SSBN-655 in 1986 and also served 
on USS JOHN C. CALHOUN SSBN-630. Brett served with me on the Stimson my COB 
tour. Both arrived in 85 and left in 89. He was not a member of USSVI or Charleston 
Base. His viewing is Sat., July 13th, 1600-1800 at Dial-Murray Funeral Home in Moncks 
Corner with a memorial service at Beaufort National Cemetery at a later date. 

• Ken Curtis fell on the July 4th. He broke his left tibia and is now in a boot type cast with 
no walking except to go to the head. He is home if anyone wants to call him. 

• Bill Jennings was in Roper St. Francis West Ashley on Wednesday and came home 
today. He was diagnosed with water around his lungs and is being treated with lasiks. 

• Sonny Rash had surgery on June 26th at the VA on an infection in his left foot. He is 
home recovering from surgery on two toes to remove the infection.  

• Bill ‘Robby’ Roberts went to MUSC July 8th at MUSC for surgery to correct the leaking 
aneurysm. After more tests it was determined it is not leaking as first thought and he was 
sent home. He will be getting another scan in mid-August.  
---Bill and Becky have completed their move to The Village of Summerville (was 
Presbyterian Home). His phone number and email remain the same. He is in Cottage 
606 and Becky is in the Greenhouse Memory Care Unit. The new mailing address has 
been added to our sailing list and to the national database: William Roberts, 201 W. 9th 
North Street, Unit 99, Summerville SC 29483-6715. 

• Jeff Reuer has been diagnosed with partially blocked arteries in both legs which causes 
pain with even minimal walking. This has kept him from being at the meetings/special 
events. Sometime in August he will be having surgery to put stents in both legs. 

• Rick Wise had a PET scan early June with results showing no visible signs of cancer but 
two vague areas. Biopsies on June 11 came back negative for cancerous cells. He is 
learning how to use his prosthetic arm.  

• Tom Cyrek is at home with a home health nurse coming by each day. Due to his 
Parkinsons meds, if you call do so between 1200-1400 so as not to interfere with his 
evening meds.  

• Al Dempster and his wife, Connie, are in The Bridge of Charleston Assisted Living. 
Mailing address is: Alan Dempster – Room 222, 2590 Elms Plantation Blvd., North 
Charleston, SC 29406. Apartment phone – (843) 793-1187. 

• Thom Beach has moved back to Summerville and is at the Blake at Carnes Crossroads. 
He is in room 108. His dialysis days are Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. Visitors are 
welcome. The address is 4015 2nd Ave., Summerville SC 29486. 

• Al Stoll is at the Village of Summerville. Will try to contact him this week. 
• Complete/update your page 2 if you have not done so. 
 
Webmaster – Nick Nichols: 
• If you change your number or drop your home line, please contact either Larry, Nick or 

the COB so that we can make the necessary changes locally and with National. 
• Until told differently, continue to use the website of https://ussubvets.org 

https://ussubvets.org
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Social Media – Lewis Leal: 
• Not present. 
 
Membership – Larry Knutson 
• Base Standings [those with more than 200 members]: Charleston is #3 in USSVI 

membership. 
• Groton 1140 - 2) Hampton Roads 277 - 3) Charleston 256 - 4) Bremerton 240 
 
National Awards – OPEN 
• Mike spoke about his conversation with the District Commander and how he had derailed 

the last group of the award submissions.  Mike wants to get our much deserving Base 
Members recognized on the national level.  He listed several members who should have 
received awards years ago for their contributions and accomplishments. 

• Base Commander requested a member take on the job of National Awards Coordinator.  
Other members can help write the    

 
Scholarship – Carl Chinn 
• The Scholarship information was submitted to Summerville Journal Scene and 

published. 
• Carl noted that some free submarine stuff was donated by Glenn Little and is available. 
• Carl also has two one-day passes for ATP Gun Shop. 
• The Pint Night at the Rusty Bull Brewery netted $162 for the Scholarship Fund.  While 

there, Carl set out a donation jar for Scholarship Fund and received an additional $128. 
 
Fleet Reserve Association – Ken Hutchison 
• FRA Convention will be held on September 24-26.   
• On September 25, a BBQ will be held at the FRA for the convention guests.  Johnny 

Brown is the Pitmaster with assistance by Ray Standfelt. 
• Come out and meet guests from all over the southeast. 
 
Recreation – Johnny Brown 
• Charleston Base Christmas Party will be held at the FRA on Friday, December 6.  Mark 

your calendar.  The DJ will play Christmas music until 2000.  At that time, he will move to 
the other side of the building for Karaoke.  Everyone is invited to go there to participate.  
Johnny will be working with the FRA for the menu.   

• Charleston Base will hold a cookout at The After Battery this coming Saturday beginning 
at 0800.   Johnny requested a few members to assist in a working party on Friday. 

 
NNPTC Liaison – Anthony Mazza 
• Nothing to Report 
 
Base Comptroller – Rick Wise/Tom Holcombe 
• The Second Quarter Report will be on the website soon. 
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Nuclear Power School Awards – Phil Nunnally 
• The next graduation ceremony will be held on August 16.  
 
Newsletter – Phil Nunnally 
• Newsletter will be out soon. 
 
Little David – Phil Nunnally 
• Nothing report 
 
SC License Plates – Ed Stank 
• Ed spoke with the Palmetto Base in Columbia and a rep from DMV. 
• Ed is looking for someone with a graphic arts program. 
• Of the $6,800 that DMV requires, the Golden Corner Base in Easley is willing to donate 

$15 per member. 
• Ed recommended that Charleston Base donate in like fashion with $3200 to be pulled 

from the Investment fund.   
• Ed requested that we hold a proxy vote from the entire Base membership. 
 
HUNLEY/HOUSATONIC – Tom Holcombe 
• Tom talked about a “behind the scenes” event being held on October 25. 
• Tom will provide the information to Phil to put into the Newsletter. 
 
Special Events – Tom Holcombe 
• Nothing to report 
 
PAO – OPEN 
• The position is open. 
 
Storekeeper – Woody Woodsmall 
• Woody has two remaining USSVI 60TH patch/coin sets. 
 
COB – Greg Landry   
• For the picnic at The After Battery on 13 JULY, request all bring sides.  BYOC – Bring 

your own chair.  
 
Kaps4Kids – Ken Hutchison 
• Ken recommended that we restart K4K. 
• Base Commander talked about how well this program used to be and emphasized the 

need to get this rolling again.  We need someone to spearhead this effort. 
 
VA – Tom Lawson 
• Nothing to report. 
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Vice Commander – Tom Lawson 
• The USSVI Charitable Foundation is providing window AC units to SubVets that are in 

need of air conditioning for their home.  This is done with a gift certificate payable to 
Home Depot.  If you or another SubVet with such a need, please inform Base 
Commander.  He will contact the District Commander to get a unit provided. 

 
Base Commander – Mike Ciesielko 
• Mike talked about getting together with other Bases in some location to just have fun.  It 

would likely require a hotel stay, but perhaps with the group, we could get reduced room 
rates. 

• Mike talked about the Freedom Fest and the top quality of the fireworks display.  He also 
noted how few of the Base members were present at the event. 

• Mike thanked everyone for attendance tonight.   
 
 
Good of the Order 
 
Vest – Nick Nichols 
• Nick has a vest with a bunch of patches belonging to a departed shipmate provided by 

the family.  None of them have desire to retain it.  Ray Sparks said that he will take it to 
The After Battery. 

 
Nuclear Historian – Rick Wise 
• No report tonight 
 
After Battery – Ray Sparks 
• Nothing to report 
• Remember the Saturday picnic. 
 
Gun Club – Mike Ciesielko 
• Nothing reported. 
 
Drawings & Auctions 
• FRA Drawing – Nick Fender  
• Depth Charge Drawing – Bob Browning  
 
Closing Ceremony 
• Chaplain Nick Nichols led the group in a prayer of Benediction.   
• Base Commander Mike Ciesielko announced adjournment of the meeting with a sound 

of three blasts of the diving alarm. 
• Meeting closed at 1957. 
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United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Charleston Base 
Minutes of Business Meeting  

8 August 2024 
 
[SECRETARY’S NOTE: The USSVI Charleston Base Meeting scheduled for this evening 
was cancelled due to a tropical storm and flash flood conditions.] 
 
• Submarines lost during the month of August: 

 USS Bullhead (SS-332) August 6, 1945 – 3rd War Patrol Lost with All Hands – 
84 Souls 

 USS Flier (SS-250)  August 13, 1944 – 2nd War Patrol Lost with 82 Souls –  
8 men survived. 

 USS S-39 (SS-144)  August 13, 1942 – 3rd War Patrol No loss of life 
 USS Harder (SS-257) August 24, 1944 – 6th War Patrol Lost with All Hands – 

79 Souls 
 USS Cochino (SS-345) August 26, 1949                     No Navy loss of life – 

one civilian loss – Tusk lost 6 souls during the rescue 
 FIVE Boats and 253 Men Lost 


