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USS HERRING (SS-233) June 1, 1944 – 8th war patrol LOST WITH ALL HANDS - 83 SOULS 

USS R-12 (SS-89)  June 12, 1943 – practice torpedo approach near Key West FL  

LOST WITH 42 SOULS - 21 SURVIVORS  

USS GOLET (SS-361) June 14, 1944 – 2nd war patrol LOST WITH ALL HANDS - 82 SOULS 

USS BONEFISH (SS-223) June 18, 1945 – 8th war patrol LOST WITH ALL HANDS - 85 SOULS 

USS S-27 (SS-132)  June 19, 1942 – grounded off Amchitka Island Alaska NO LOSS OF LIFE 

USS O-9 (SS-70)  June 20, 1941 – foundered off Isle of Shoals NH 

LOST WITH ALL HANDS - 33 SOULS 

USS RUNNER (SS-275) June 30, 1943 – 3rd war patrol LOST WITH ALL HANDS - 78 SOULS 

 

SEVEN Boats and 403 Men Lost 

Upcoming Charleston Base Events 
Board of Directors Meeting   Thursday, July 5 1800 FRA Branch 268, Goose Creek 
Base Meeting     Thursday, July 12  1800 FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 

Victory House Visit     Tuesday, July 17 1000 Carpool from VFW Bellwright Rd. 

  
 

I want to thank Mike Ciesielko for stepping up to be Charleston Base Vice Commander, Gordon Long 
for becoming Base Secretary, Don Orr for taking National Awards Coordinator, and Carl Chin and 
Marty Sessler joining the Scholarship Committee.  

From the Editor 
Nothing this month. 
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From USSVI National 

Normal message traffic from USSVI will be published each month in the newsletter. If the message is of 

immediate interest to the membership it will be sent out by the Base Secretary. Messages are arranged 

in the order received 

SubVet News - #2018-038: New American Submariner Editor 
Submitted by: Alfred H Singleman Jr on 6/7/2018 
------------------------------------------------------ 
New American Submariner Editor 
Correction on contact information for AS Editor Michael Bircumshaw included in yesterday’ s POC. 
 
National Editor 
Michael Bircumshaw 
P.O. Box 892616 
Temecula, CA 92589-2616 
(951) 775-4549 
Correct e-mail below: 
 
americansubmariner1@gmail.com 
 
Regards, 
Wayne Standerfer 
972 298-8139 
lwaynes@charter.net 

 
SubVet News - #2018-039: POC submitter/originator clarification 
Submitted by: William C. Andrea on 6/10/2018 
------------------------------------------------------ 
Shipmates, 
I would like to clarify a misconception that some of our members have as to who is the originator of POC’s. 
 
At any time, there are several elected or appointed USSVI members that are authorized to send out POC’s upon re-
quest. The vast majority of the time these individuals are not the authors of the POC, but merely the person with the au-
thorization to send it out to the troops. This designated person’s name appears at the top of the message as “Submitted 
by:”, which I have to agree gives the false impression they are the message source. This unfortunately results in them 
being subjected to unwarranted questions and or praise from some of our members depending on how popular or un-
popular the message is. 
When you receive a POC, “Read all the way to the Bottom”, that is where the authors name should appear (POC au-
thors, please take note and add your name to the bottom of your message). Please direct your questions or comments to 
this person not the “Submitter”. 
Hopefully as advised above, you have read all the way to the bottom and know Bill Andrea did not originate this mes-
sage, so please giver him some slack and direct any questions or comments to me. 
Thank you, 
Wayne Standerfer 
NSVC 
972 298-8139 
lwaynes@charter.net 

 
SubVet News - #2018-043: USS Thresher Memorial 
 Submitted by: William C. Andrea on 6/13/2018 
 ------------------------------------------------------ 
 Thank you to all donors who have contributed to the USS Thresher Arlington National Ceme-
tery Memorial both online and offline. $20,296, or 40% of our $50,000 fundraising goal has 
been met in two weeks, with just under 5 weeks to go. 
 
 If you have not yet made a donation on behalf of the men lost aboard USS Thresher (SSN-593) 
and their SUBSAFE legacy, please do so now either online at http://
ThresherMemorial.Flipcause.com or by sending a check made out to USS Thresher ANC Memorial 
Foundation to: 
  

mailto:americansubmariner1@gmail.com
mailto:lwaynes@charter.net
mailto:lwaynes@charter.net
http://ThresherMemorial.Flipcause.com
http://ThresherMemorial.Flipcause.com
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 USS Thresher ANC Memorial Foundation 
 c/o Kevin Galeaz 
 1465 Hooksett Rd. Unit #239 
 Hooksett, NH 03106 
 
 Our USS Thresher commemorative monument approval request package will be submitted to ANC 
on July 16th. A bank statement containing the total donations received on July 15th will be 
included in our proposal package in order to meet the ANC requirement that "Certifications 
of funds" be provided to cover all costs associated with monument construction, placement, 
installation, and perpetual care. 
 
 With your help, a memorial to the men lost aboard USS Thresher, and their SUBSAFE legacy 
will be realized in Arlington National Cemetery! 
 
 With respect, 
 Kevin 
 
 Kevin Galeaz 
 President 
 USS Thresher Arlington National Cemetery Memorial Foundation 
 http://ThresherMemorial.org 
 https://www.facebook.com/USSThresherMemorial/ 

 ThresherMemorial@gmail.com 

 ThresherMemorial.Flipcause.com 
 
 
SubVet News - #2018-044: BIRCUMSHAW CRUISE LETTER OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
Submitted by:  MICHAEL BIRCUMSHAW on 6/18/2018 
 ------------------------------------------------------ 
 Let’s Cruise.. 
 If you have done it, you know how you will not go hungry or thirsty.  If you haven’t done 
it then think of it this way. 
 No watches.. I stood Port and Starboard for 8 years and continued even after making the 
Hat.  The only thing that got me off the watch list was becoming COB aboard 620 in ’67. 
 Virtually no valves or hatch combings to introduce your ball cap to.  Private rooms, no 
need to lock the door on the head to scan your Playboy.  No mess cooking, no compartment 
cleaning, everybody has Liberty whenever we anchor out or go into port.  You can even take 
your better three quarters with you, no hot bunking, you do not have to drink Gilly or do 
odd things to Maraschino Cherries.  No drills or WSRT.  Well, you will most likely have a 
lifeboat drill and a life jacket put on just before you sail, but that’s it.  You can even 
drink or visit the casino underway, there is a bar and a casino on board! 
 And maybe the best part is no Poopy Suits, no FBM Love Calls, and you don’t have to put up 
with the same 95 to 125 same old (old.. speak for yourself) faces every day.  Plus, you can 
eat all day long every day somewhere and there is no Wardroom meals or Chief’s and most of 
your meals are served to your taou might even have rooms service available.  Note: I am not 
sure about that one, but in any case, you could send out your partner to bring you some-
thing. 
 Everything is included except the extra alcohol you may deem necessary, plus there is en-
tertainment and dancing (if you are still willing) and you will not be going to Guam or Au-
gusta Bay, or Iskenderun, or even Pollensa Bay.  You will not beed into the ocean for swim 
call, there is at least one pool aboard, no shark watch needed. 
 What Boat were you on where you could play Shuffle Board topside?  Which one did you sail 
on where you had a window or a balcony to use underway?  C’mon, this is a real vacation from 

http://ThresherMemorial.org
https://www.facebook.com/USSThresherMemorial/
mailto:ThresherMemorial@gmail.com
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the ordinary, you need this.  If there is a non-qual in your party,  I’m pretty sure you can 
get Dramamine on almost every corner, or bring your own. 
 Now is a great time to sign up for the 2018 USSVI National Convention aboard that new Hol-
land Cruise ship.  You’re gonna love it, you may want to ship over.  Not sure you can do 
that. 
 Best, 
 Michael 
 T Michael Bircumshaw 
 National Editor 
 
 
SubVet News - #2018-045 : Wellness Check  
Submitted by: William C. Andrea on 6/23/2018  
------------------------------------------------------  
Shipmates,  
 
The following is an email I received from the Hampton Roads Base which should be considered and implemented by all 
bases.  
 
"The Hampton Roads Base has started a new program this month that you may be interested in pushing out to the other 
Bases as an optional program.  
 
It is a wellness check program that we feel conforms with the USSVI Creed.  
 
We realized that many of our members are 80 years old or older and are slowing down (to put it mildly).  
 
We haven't seen or heard from many of them in some period of time and we're concerned about them as Brothers-of-the
-'Phin, fellow submariners.  
 
Our membership records keeper used the USSVI database to identify and list all of our members that fit the age parame-
ter.  
 
Using that list, we do a wellness check by calling everyone on it that we haven't seen at a recent meeting or event to 
speak with them and ensure they are doing well (at least that they are still above ground) with the intention of calling 
them each quarter.  
 
This way we should be able to help or get help for anyone who needs it.  
 
Any members that we cannot reach by phone we request someone to check on them, preferably in-person, to see how 
they are.  
 
Hampton Roads Base has 56 members (out of 279) on the list and after the first round of phone calls, we have 4 mem-
bers that we cannot reach by phone and that we are sending people out to check on them.  
 
We also have 1 member who lives alone, as best we can determine, and that did not respond well during the phone call, 
so we are sending someone out to assess him and make sure he has any care he needs and isn't completely isolated 
from human contact.  
 
Several of the members that I spoke with in this first round of calls were very appreciative of the call and the intent of the 
program when it was explained to them and said they welcomed the call and would in the future as well.  
 
This program is one that I think is worth consideration by all Bases and it deserves recognition and endorsement by our 
National leadership".  
 
Bill Andrea  
NJVC  
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SubVet News #2018-046: FYI: "Hell Below" season 2 series 
Submitted by: William C. Andrea on 6/25/2018 
 ------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 HELL BELOW SEASON TWO PREMIERES 
 SUNDAY, JULY 1 AT 9 PM ET/PT ON SMITHSONIAN CHANNEL™ 
 
 HELL BELOW profiles the strategic and military masterminds behind WWII submarine campaigns 
as well as the rapidly evolving technology used in stalking and battle. Each hour-long epi-
sode features expert analysis and stock footage along with dramatic re-enactments filmed 
aboard authentic World War II era submarines, placing viewers in the heart of battle. 
 
 The season premiere, IN ENEMY WATERS, tells the story of the USS Silversides during World 
War II. Under the command of charismatic Lt. Cdr. Creed Burlingame, the USS Silversides sets 
course for Guadalcanal as part of the campaign to liberate this key island in the Pacific. 
While the crew must prevent Japanese supplies and reinforcements from reaching Guadalcanal 
at all costs, it faces unexpected challenges, including a desperately ill crewmember needing 
emergency surgery as the sub enters a battle zone close to the Japanese stronghold of Ra-
baul. 
 
 In the series finale, World War II gives way to the Cold War and the stealth strategy of 
global superpowers. HELL BELOW joins the Soviet submarine B-59 en route to Cuba, carrying a 
nuclear-tipped torpedo that brings the world closer to nuclear war than anyone ever imag-
ined. 
 
 Subsequent episodes of HELL BELOW are: 
 
 SUBMARINE SABOTAGE 
 Premieres Sunday, July 8 at 9 p.m. ET/PT USS Barb’s Commander, Eugene 
 Fluckey, receives orders to launch a harassment campaign to a diversion for an American 
submarine wolfpack, Hydeman’s Hellcats, which is heading for the Sea of Japan. Commander 
Fluckey plans an audacious guerilla raid and lands a team of saboteurs to bomb a train on a 
coastal rail line on the Japanese island of Karafuto. 
 
 U-BOAT KILLERS 
 Premieres Sunday, July 15 at 9 p.m. ET/PT U-515, led by German U-boat 
 ace Werner Henke, is on route to the African Gold Coast when he meets one of the new Hunter 
Killer Groups led by Captain Daniel Gallery of the U.S. Navy. The encounter puts Henke and 
his crew to the ultimate test as Gallery launches aircraft at night from his escort carrier 
and orders the use of “The Hedgehog” – a new forward-throwing anti-submarine weapon that 
wreaks havoc on the U-boat. 
 
 DEFYING ROMMEL 
 Premieres Sunday, July 22 at 9 p.m. ET/PT The North African war rages 
 under the direction of German General Erwin Rommel. The Allies’ only hope to hold North Af-
rica depends on forces on Malta – a tiny island between Italy and North Africa that falls 
directly on the shipping routes. In an attempt to sink enemy supplies along this route, Lt. 
Commander Malcolm Wanklyn of HMS Upholder and Lt. Edward Woodward of HMS Unbeaten launch an 
operation to hit the Axis forces hard. 
 
 SUB VS. SUB 
 Premieres Sunday, July 29 at 9 p.m. ET/PT To stave off defeat, Axis 
 powers commence Operation Caesar – a covert submarine mission to deliver advanced jet and 
rocket technology, or “wonder weapons,” to Japan. HMS Venturer intercepts this secret mis-
sion when it comes across U-864 beneath icy Norwegian waters. The two submerged submarines 
battle blind, resulting in a rare World War II attack that changes submarine warfare for-
ever. 
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 CUBAN CRISIS 
 Premieres Sunday, August 5 at 9 p.m. ET/PT Four Soviet submarines race 
 toward Cuba on a mission to install a nuclear missile base after America’s failure to over-
throw Fidel Castro at the Bay of Pigs. When the USSR’s B-59 is discovered near the Quaran-
tine Line, the U.S. Navy ice depth charges” to force it to surface, unaware of the nuclear 
torpedo on board. 
 
  https://www.smithsonianchannel.com/shows/hell-below/1004308 
 
 Submitted to me by: Western Region District 7 CDR Ron Martini 
 
 Wayne Standerfer 
 NSVC 

 
 
Veteran service organizations establish a Vet-
eran’s Creed 

posted on June 7, 2018 

Washington, DC – Eleven major veterans service organizations 
today announced the development and adoption of the Veteran’s Creed. The participating organizations will present 
the creed at an event on Flag Day, June 14 at 1 p.m. at the Reserve Officers Association Headquarters, Minute-
man Memorial Building at 1 Constitution Ave. NE, Washington, DC. 
The Creed is the result of extensive discussions and consultations among the group that began last fall at Georgetown 
University. It is meant to inspire veterans to continue to serve and lead in their communities and our country, and to con-
tinue to make a difference in our world. 
“I believe the Veteran’s Creed could remind veterans of what they miss about their service and encourage them to con-
tinue to make a difference in their communities and across our country,” said Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., the retired for-
mer Army Chief of Staff. “We need their talents.” 
Each element of the Creed is rooted in shared military tenets, the missions of participating veterans service organiza-
tions and in the altruistic ethos of veterans themselves. It is also meant to remind Americans that the principles and val-
ues veterans learned in the military—integrity, leadership, teamwork, selfless service—can greatly benefit our country. 
“The Creed will help prepare veterans for their productive civilian lives,” said Dr. Joel Kupersmith, Director of Veterans’ 
Initiatives at Georgetown University. 
“DAV is honored to join General Casey, Dr. Kupersmith and our fellow service organizations in presenting this important 
creed. It summarizes the values and continued mission we share as a community of veterans. It unites us in common 
purpose and shows our fellow Americans the ethos that make veterans a productive and critical asset to the nation long 
after our time in uniform is complete.” 
– Garry Augustine, DAV National Service and Legislative Headquarters Executive Director 

 

https://www.smithsonianchannel.com/shows/hell-below/1004308
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The Veteran’s Creed 

1. I am an American Veteran 

2. I proudly served my country 

3. I live the values I learned in the military 

4. I continue to serve my community, my country and my fellow veterans 

5. I maintain my physical and mental discipline 

6. I continue to lead and improve 

7. I make a difference 
I honor and remember my fallen comrades 
The participating group of veterans service organizations includes AmVets, DAV (Disabled American Veterans), HillVets, 
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, Military Order of the Purple Heart, Paralyzed Veterans of America, ROA 
(Reserve Officers Association), Student Veterans of America, Team Rubicon Global, Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
Wounded Warrior Project. 
 

United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Charleston Base 
Minutes of Business Meeting  

14 June 2018 
 
Opening Ceremonies: 
The June 2018 Base Meeting was called to order by Base Commander Ralph Rhorssen with a quorum of officers and a 

total of 71 members present.  The meeting started at 1901 with the sound of the diving alarm.   
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by incoming Vice Commander Mike Ciesielko and recited by members in attendance. 
The Invocation and the Tolling of the Boats lost during the month of June was given by Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.  

Submarines Lost during the month of June: 
USS HERRING (SS-233) – June 1, 1944 – 8

th
 war patrol – LOST WITH ALL HANDS – 83 SOULS 

USS R-12 (SS-89) – June 12, 1943 – practice torpedo approach near Key West FL – LOST WITH 42 SOULS – 21 
SURVIVORS 

USS GOLET (SS-361) – June 14, 1944 – 2
nd

 war patrol – LOST WITH ALL HANDS – 82 SOULS 
USS BONEFISH (SS-223) – June 18, 1945 – 8

th
 war patrol – LOST WITH ALL HANDS – 85 SOULS 

USS S-27 (SS-132) – June 19, 1945 – grounded of Amchitka Island Alaska – NO LOSS OF LIFE 
USS O-9 (SS-70) – June 20, 1941 – foundered off Isle of Shoals NH – LOST WITH ALL HANDS – 33 SOULS 
USS RUNNER (SS-275) – June 30, 1943 – 3

rd
 war patrol – LOST WITH ALL HANDS – 78 SOULS 

Total of SEVEN Boats and 403 Men Lost 
The USSVI Creed was read by incoming Base Vice Commander Mike Ciesielko. 
Base Commander Ralph Rhorssen welcomed the members and guests to the meeting. 
 
Swearing in of Officers: 
Chaplain Nick Nichols conducted the swearing in of two members as officers of USSVI – Charleston Base: 

Vice Commander - Mike Ciesielko  
Secretary – Gordon Long 

 
Admiral James B. Osborn Scholarship Presentation: 
Scholarship Chairman George Scharf and Committee member Gary Williams presented the 2018 scholarship award to 

Megan LeBaron.  She is the granddaughter of Tom Cyrek and will be going to Queen’s University in Charlotte, NC.  
The award this year is $700.  Photos were taken to record the event.  Congratulations to Megan and we wish her all 
the best in her schooling.   

Base Commander Ralph Rohrssen thanked the family and guests.  They were then dismissed from the meeting. 
George Scharf introduced the new Scholarship Committee members: 

Chairman – Carl Chinn  
Members – Marty Sessler and Rick Sparger  

Base Commander Ralph Rohrssen expressed his gratitude to George Scharf for giving his time while serving as the 
Scholarship Chairman. 

 
Special Guest Speaker – Charles Hood: 
Base Commander Ralph Rohrssen introduced Charles Hood (a radiologist and native of Pickens) who wrote and was 

promoting the book titled, “Poopie Suits and Cowboy Boots”.  The book is about stories that his brother Frank shared 
with him during his time aboard and as Commanding Officer of a fast attack submarine.  He had a video presenta-
tion and spoke for nearly an hour.  The presentation was quite humorous as he explained how “helpful” that the 
SUBVETs have been finding errors in the book so that they could be corrected in this current edition.  Charles stated 
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that the entire proceeds from the sale of these books are being donated to the National USSVI Scholarship Fund.  
The book has already provided $4,000 to this cause and he expects another $3,000 to be contributed soon. 

 
Introductions of New Attendees: 
None present. 
 
 
Old Business: 
No old business. 
 
New Business: 
No new business. 
 
Secretary – Gordon Long: 
The Minutes from the USSVI Charleston Base May Business Meeting has been published and promulgated. There were 

no additions or deletions.  The minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer – Gordon Williams: 
The Treasurer’s Report has been published and promulgated.  There were no additions or deletions. The report was ap-

proved. 
 
Chaplain/Webmaster – Nick Nichols: 
Reid Casey was a LST Quartermaster/Coxswain in WWII – Africa, D-Day and in the Pacific – still with us and living at 

The Crossings 
Highlighted Boat of the Month – USS Golet (SS-361) was lost 74 years ago today on her second war patrol. 
Roger Gibson is at Summerville Medical. 
Mike Welch’s brother David passed away at age 69 on Friday, June 8 in Denver, Colorado. 
Tom Lufkin had outpatient surgery on his elbow and is home resting. 
Ed Simokat is home.  Joe Hayes is assisting him with transportation needs. 
We are glad to see Tom back tonight. 
Request anyone going to The After Battery to call Luke Murphy and stop by to see him. 
Call other members to see if they need a ride to the meeting on bad weather days or if they don’t drive at night. 
Still need PAGE 2s from members. 
Make use of the Events page on the Base Website. 
 
Victory House – Ed Stank 
Those going to the Victory House need to meet at the Legion VFW Post on Bellwright Road 10am. 
 
Membership – Larry Knutson 
There are currently 291 Members of USSVI Charleston Base. 
 
Kaps for Kids – Bill Kennedy 
Reported on visit to the Shriner’s Hospital in Greenville. Three from Charleston Base, Bill’s wife and three from the 

Greenville Base.  They were able to see twenty-seven children and their parents.  The next visit will be on Saturday, 
August 4 at the Florence hospital. 

Notified members about the group in the Chicago area that is requesting drawings of the float.  If anyone has any infor-
mation, please advise. 

Warned members to be on alert for scams attempting to get information. 
 
Veterans Affairs/DAV – Ken Curtis 
Check the FLASH section of the Base website for information. 
 
FRA – Rick Sparger 
Rick reported about the upcoming 20

th
 anniversary dinner celebration of the FRA Home building.   

 
Scholarship – Carl Chinn 
He has assumed the Chairman duties.   
Marty Sessler and Rick Sparger are members of this committee. 
The committee has a print of a set of Dolphins which are comprised of 131 different submarine related rating insignia 

and other items.  They are selling raffle tickets now and the drawing will be held at the end of the August Business 
Meeting.  You do not have to be present to win, so if you will not be at the August meeting, be sure to put your name 
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and phone number on the back of the ticket. 
 
Submarine Veterans of WWII – George Scharf 
 
 
NPS Awards – Ray Sparks 
The next graduation is June 29.  The school has a new Commanding Officer, Capt Peterson.  
 
CRAMA – Butch Bryar 
Nothing to report 
 
Public Affairs/Newsletter – Rick Wise 
Nothing to report 
 
Storekeeper – Ken Hutchison 
Nothing to report 
 
Special Events Coordinator – Rick Sparger 
Nothing to report 
 
COB – Joe Lunn 
Both NAVY TIMES and ALL HANDS are both available online. 
 
Base Commander – Ralph Rohrssen  
Thanked Mike Ciesielko and Gordon Long for volunteering for the jobs of Vice Commander and Secretary respectively. 
We are working hard to find events that the Base where can get involved so that we are more visible to the community.  

Please let us know if you know of an event where we can participate. 
 
Good of the Order 
After Battery  
The After Battery is open every Wednesday. 
 
Nuclear Historian – Rick Carlson 
Today is the 75th anniversary of Flag Day. 
In our day, we had an acronym – LS/MFT.  Do you recall?  But today, this new generation has LGBTQ.  Is this a trend? 
This past few decades have seen the rise of the feminist.  Females in combat roles, females in submarines and also cor-
porate CEOs.  All this and equal rights – rights to drive in U.A.E, rights to vote and now the final straw:  The Miss Amer-
ica contest is dropping the swimsuit portion and won’t judge on looks.  Who knows, maybe Rosie O’Donnell will have a 
chance at “Ms. America”. 
Last month I told of some “Simple Truths”.  Here are a few more: 

Money cannot buy happiness, but it’s more comfortable to cry in a Cadillac than on a bicycle. 
If you help someone when they’re in trouble, they will remember you when they’re in trouble again. 

As you may know, my wife has dementia and this story hits right home: 
While on a road trip, an elderly couple stopped at a roadside restaurant for lunch.  After finishing their meal, they left the 
restaurant and resumed their trip. 
When leaving, the elderly woman unknowingly left her glasses on the table and didn’t miss them until they had been driv-
ing for about forty minutes.  By then, to add to the aggravation, they had to travel quite a distance before they could find 
a place to turn around in order to return to the restaurant to retrieve her glasses. 
All the way back, the elderly husband became the classic grumpy old man.  He fussed and complained and scolded his 
wife relentlessly during the entire return drive.  The more he chided her, the more agitated he became.  He just wouldn’t 
let up for a single minute.  To her relief, they finally arrived at the restaurant.  As the woman got out of the car and hur-
ried inside to retrieve her glasses, the old geezer yelled to her, “While you’re in there, you might as well get my hat and 
the credit card.” 
 
Drawings 
FRA – Larry Pepper 
Depth Charge – John Lookabill 
 
Closing Ceremony 
Chaplain Nick Nichols led the group in a prayer of Benediction, Base Commander Ralph Rohrssen announced adjourn-
ment of the meeting followed by three blasts on the diving alarm.  The meeting was closed at 2025. 
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Admiral James B. Osborn Scholarship Raffle 

The Scholarship Committee is raffling a submarine dolphin print.  This print was done by Don 

Stewart.  Don uses a common ballpoint pen to render highly detailed images, which he uses as 

building blocks to create larger, incredibly complex drawings.  The objects he incorporated 

into this composite picture all relate to submarines.  There are 131 different items in the draw-

ing that make up the dolphins insignia; from submarines, rating badges, submarine life and 

various submarine items.  There is an element of humor, and a healthy dose of pun-ish-ment 

added that we are all familiar with. 

This print is 16” by 20” and professionally framed.  It is an artist proof, signed by the artist.  If 

you are not familiar, an artist proof is a limited number of the early prints from a production 

run.  In the case of this dolphin print, it was hand cut from the full sheet on the printing press.  

There are only about one dozen of these artist’s proofs. 

This is not a picture of the print, but is representative. 

 

Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5 and will be on sale before and after each meeting in July and 

August.  You can also contact Richard Sparger, Marty Sessler or Carl Chinn.  Drawing for the 

print will be held at the end of the regular meeting August 9th.  If you will not or may not be at 

the August meeting make sure you write your name and/or phone number on the back of the 

ticket before it gets deposited in the bucket.  For non-SubVet members buying tickets: ensure 

you write your phone number on the back of your tickets; name optional. 
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UNDERSEA WARFARE MAGAZINE 
UNDERSEA WARFARE is the professional magazine of the undersea warfare community. Its purpose is to educate its 

readers on undersea warfare missions and programs, with a particular focus of U.S. submarines. This journal also draws 

upon the Submarine Force's rich historical legacy to instill a sense of pride and professionalism among community mem-

bers and to enhance reader awareness of the increasing relevance of the undersea warfare for our nation's defense. At this 

link you will find all the issues from the Inaugural Issue (Fall 1998) to the current issue (Winter 2018). You will want to 

book mark this link. So grab a cup of coffee (it will take more than one cup), kick back in your easy chair and get ready 

for some great reading!!! 
http://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/underseawarfaremagazine/Pages/default.aspx 

 

MCPON Giordano Steps Down Amidst Workplace Misconduct Investigation 

(USNI NEWS 21 JUN 18) ... Sam LaGrone  
     Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Steven Giordano announced his retirement amidst a Navy inspector general investigation 

into alleged workplace misconduct, according to a late Thursday statement. 

     Earlier in the day, the service said Giordano had taken leave amidst the investigation based on a May 26 complaint that the senior 

sailor had created a toxic environment for his subordinates. 

     “I seek to avoid any distraction from the success of our sailors and our mission,” read the statement. “I have informed the Chief of 

Naval Operations that I intend to step aside and submit my retirement request, in order to allow the CNO, our CPO Mess, and our 

Sailors to continue to move forward with the initiatives we have begun.” 

     In a separate Thursday statement on Facebook, CNO Adm. John Richardson said that Giordano’s removal from the position was 

“effective immediately.” 

     “I appreciate his recognition that the situation had become untenable,” he said. 

     The IG received a complaint Giordano created a toxic workplace and belittled subordinates during his time in the position, two 

sources familiar with the ongoing investigation confirmed to USNI News last week. 

     “The investigation will continue but is not yet complete,” spokesman Capt. Darryn James told USNI News on Thursday. ” The 

Navy is awaiting receipt of Master Chief Giordano’s formal retirement request. Master Chief  Giordano is currently on personal 

leave and administratively assigned to the office of the Chief of Naval Personnel. The Navy will begin the selection process for the 

new Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy.” 

     Giordano, the 14th MCPON, has served in the role of the senior enlisted advisor to CNO Richardson since September of 2016. 

     He joined the service 1989 and was formerly the U.S. Naval Forces Europe/U.S. Naval Forces Africa Fleet Master Chief. Accord-

ing to his biography, his “decorations include the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Service Commendation Medal, 

Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (5 awards), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (7 awards), and various unit 

and campaign awards and is designated in Information Dominance Warfare, Submarines, and Surface Warfare. 

  

The following are the complete Thursday statements from Richardson and Giordano. 

  

Richardson: 

     Team, I have accepted Master Chief Giordano’s offer to step aside as the MCPON effective immediately. I appreciate his recog-

nition that the situation had become untenable. 

     Now we need to move forward – together – as a Navy striving with all our energy to become a more lethal fighting force. We’ll 

continue to demonstrate expertise and character. We’ll continue to strengthen the bonds of trust and confidence within our Navy and 

with the American people. We’ll continue to act with integrity, accountability, initiative and toughness. America expects no less. 

     In doing so, we’ll be able to overpower any enemy that would take us on. 

     Let’s get to it 

  

Giordano: 

June 21, 2018 

To our Navy, 

     Let me start this by saying thank you. Thank you for allowing us the privilege and the honor to serve. My family and I have felt 

extremely blessed to have had you in our lives over the 29 years. My love for our Navy and our Sailors is absolute. For that reason, I 

seek to avoid any distraction from the success of our Sailors and our mission. I have informed the Chief of Naval Operations that I 

intend to step aside and submit my retirement request, in order to allow the CNO, our CPO Mess, and our Sailors to continue to 

move forward with the initiatives we have begun. The success of our Navy is not about one person or one individual, but rather the 

collective fighting spirit that has defined us over the last 242 years. It has been an honor to have been part of that team. 

     To the Leadership Mess and all Chief Petty Officers, I want all of you to know how extremely proud I am of the tremendous pro-

gress you have made leading our Navy forward. From day one, we challenged one another to communicate more across the horizon-

tal and vertical playing fields. This meant we needed to be open to listening to one another and offering sound mentorship and advo-

cacy in the best interest of our entire Navy. We also challenged one another to become more self-aware. We have learned from each 

other and about ourselves over the last year through readings and exercises. Things we have since used to make our organizations 

better at every level. Led by Fleet Master Chiefs, and supported by many of you. Today, our Navy, our Sailors, our Chief Petty Offi-

http://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/underseawarfaremagazine/Pages/default.aspx
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cers are more empowered, reinvigorated and owning their environments as a result of these efforts. 

     This has everything to do with your leadership! My role was to continue to ensure you were provided opportunities to bring the 

issues forward and the space to go after them. Some of the proudest moments were watching you in action speaking with the Secre-

tary of the Navy, Chief of Naval Operations and Vice Chief of Naval Operations and driving action for change that positively af-

fected our Sailors’ lives. Knowing change is hard, you led the way on Laying the Keel, a system focused on stronger investment in 

deliberate enlisted leader development. Over this year-long effort and through much research, analysis, and direct feedback from our 

Sailors, you have put forward a strategy that will positively influence how we develop enlisted leaders across all paygrades for many 

years to come. Be proud of this accomplishment. I am. 

     Your support throughout numerous engagements with our Sailors has also led to meaningful changes at RTC, a refocus on techni-

cal competency and changes to advancement and selection board processes, improved fleet manning and logistics, removal of admin-

istrative distractions and reduction in collateral duties, improving child care and spouse employment initiatives, and our currently 

piloted evaluation system with focus on usable feedback. You have all demonstrated how a powerfully committed and focused group 

of Senior Enlisted Leaders can make lasting and positive change for our Navy. 

     To our Sailors, keep leading yourself, your families and our Navy as authentic, competent and courageous people. Elka and I 

leave secure in knowing that you have the watch. We are honored to have served alongside each of you. Our Navy is in the best of 

hands. God bless you, your families, and our entire Navy. 

     Sincerely and with the greatest respect and admiration, 

     Steven S. Giordano 

     Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 
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FOR SALE 
Charleston Base members who have items they wish to sell may send me the information for inclu-
sion in the newsletter. Items will run for three issues or until I’m notified by the person submitting 
the ad that it is no longer needed. 

Charleston Base Presents Submariners’ Legacy Awards to      
Nuclear Power School Class 1802 

On Friday, June 29  USSVI-Charleston Base PAO presented the Submariners’ Legacy Award to 
ENS Ethan Doherty (GPA 3.85) and MMN3 Joshua Diaz (GPA 3.72) as the top submarine designated 
student from Class 1802. The guest speaker was CAPT Robert Gaucher, COMSUBLANT Chief of 
Staff. Opening remarks were presented by the new Commanding Officer of the Naval Nuclear Power 
Training Command, CAPT Andrew Peterson III. 

 

From left: PAO Rick Wise, NPS Chaplain, CDR Paul Rouleau,  Director NPS, ENS  Doherty, MMN3 Diaz, CAPT  
Robert Gaucher, COMSUBLANT Chief of Staff, CAPT Andrew Peterson III, Commanding Officer NNPTC 
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FIREARMS TRANSFERS 
 www.rt2brarms.com 

 Info@RT2BRArms.com Standard 

Transfer Fee: $20 USSVI Member $15 

SC CWP Holders: $5 discount 

MC SQUARED Cables, LLC is an Economi-

cally Disadvantaged Woman/Veteran/Minority 

and Disabled Veteran-owned small business. 

We provide our customers with reliable cables 

that are physically and electrically appropriate 

for their applications, and conformant to the 

most demanding industrial requirements and 

military specifications. See Flyer  at 

http://www.ussvicb.org/business-discounts/

MCSQUARED Business Description.pdf  

for more information  

http://rt2brarms.com/
mailto:Info@RT2BRArms.com
http://www.ussvicb.org/business-discounts/MC%20SQUARED%20Business%20Description.pdf
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swampfoxutilities@cs.com  

 
Kathy Sumner - MBA / Realtor – License# 91234  

843.475.7431 – KathyHSumner@kw.com  

www.SumnerPropertyGroup.com  

1180 Sam Rittenberg Blvd, Charleston SC 29407  

mailto:swampfoxutilities@cs.com
mailto:KathyHSumner@kw.com
http://www.sumnerpropertygroup.com/

