
United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Charleston Base 
Minutes of Meeting/Christmas Party  

12 December 2025 
 
 
The December 2025 Base Meeting was substituted by a Christmas Party and was held at the Fleet Reserve 
Association beginning at 1700 where we meet each month for Base Meetings. 
 
 Emcee Johnny Brown welcomed everyone to the Christmas Party.  
 Vice Commander Art Sattler lead everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 Emcee Johnny Brown acknowledged Wives and Guests and those who helped plan and prepare for the 

party.  
 Emcee expressed gratitude to the FRA for the use of the Meeting Hall for tonight’s Christmas Party and 

introduced our DJ – Bill Neischalk. 
 Johnny explained the Depth Charge (50-50) Drawing to be held at 1930. 
 Since we are not having a regular meeting this month, Johnny made some brief comments and 

announcements:  
o We will attend the Goose Creek Christmas Parade, pulling the float, tomorrow morning, 13 December 

starting at 0900 on St James Avenue. 
o We will pull the float in the Mount Pleasant Christmas Parade on Sunday, 14 December starting at 

1730 on Coleman Blvd. 
 Emcee Johnny Brown introduced Base Chaplain Nick Nichols. 
 Base Chaplain Nick Nichols welcomed everyone by wishing all a Merry Christmas. 
 Nick read the Binnacle List: 

o Our condolences to Michael Knaub whose wife, Debbie, passed away November 20th and to Terry 
Trump whose wife, Lucy, passed away December 3rd. 

o Rick Wise, who is with us tonight, had a scope of his lungs done on this past Tuesday. His lungs 
appear to be clear. 

o Ricky Collins is in TN to attend the funeral of his brother-in-law. 
o Tom Ishee, who is with us tonight, is recovering from his bicycle fall. He broke 3 ribs, his femur, had a 

concussion and a small brain bleed which was corrected. 
o John Lookabill was in Roper Hospital from Saturday thru Wednesday. He is feeling much better and is 

recovering at home. 
o Don Meadows has been on our homebound binnacle list for a very long time. He was able to get out of 

the house and is here with us tonight. 
o Many of our members are having serious health problems, some are scheduled for surgery after the 

holidays and many are battling different degrees of cancer. 
o Several of our members have had wives and other close family members pass away this year. 

 The Chaplain requested for everyone, if able, to stand during the tolling of the bell for the Lost Boats and 
for all shipmates who departed on Eternal Patrol in 2025.  Since our Christmas Party last year there were 
nine Charleston Base shipmates who have departed on Eternal Patrol. 

 The Tolling of the Boats lost during the month of December was given by Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.  
 Submarines lost during the month of December: 

o USS CAPELIN (SS-289) December 2, 1943 – 1st War Patrol      Lost with all hands – 76 souls 
o USS SEALION (SS-195)       December 10, 1941 – Bombed in Philippine Shipyards –   

First submarine lost in World War II – Loss of 5 souls 
o USS F1/CARP (SS-20) December 17, 1917 – Collision with USS F3 (SS-22) –  

    Loss of 19 souls 
o USS S4 (SS-109)  December 17, 1927 – Rammed by USCGC Paulding –  

     Lost with all hands – 40 souls 
 Four Boats and 140 Men Lost during the month of December 

 
  



 Charleston Base Members on Eternal Patrol during this past year: 
o Third Class Electronics Technician, Submarines, Craig C. Emerson,  

US Navy Veteran, Eternal Patrol January 1, 2025 
 

O Senior Chief Machinists Mate, Submarines, James Terry Sickle,  
US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol February 19, 2025 
 

O Master Chief Fire Control Technician, Submarines, Martin Karl Sessler,  
US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol March 25, 2025 
 

O Chief Quartermaster, Submarines, Alan William Dempster,  
US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol May 23, 2025 
 

O Lieutenant Commander, Submarines, Roy Edward Morrow,  
US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol June 9, 2025 
 

O Senior Chief Fire Control Technician, Submarines, Albert Marcellius Stoll, 
US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol July 5, 2025 
 

O Chief Yeoman, Submarines, Elmer Bennett Mullins,  
US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol July 18, 2025 
 

O Senior Chief Machinists Mate, Submarines, James Maurice McDonald,  
US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol September 28, 2025 
 

O Chief Electricians Mate, Submarines, John Thomas Brotherton,  
US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol October 12, 2025 
 Note: John’s Memorial Service will be held in January. The family has requested an EP Bell Tolling. 

An email will be sent out when the date and location is known. 

 Emcee Johnny Brown explained how the tables will be called to come up for the food buffet to prevent a 
large line and to allow the entire table to be served and eat together.  

 Charleston Base Chaplain Nick Nichols offered the Benediction and Blessing for the Meal. 
 We had a cake to celebrate the evening.  Several Base members provided desserts.   
 A total of 82 members and guests were present tonight at the Christmas Party. 
 Several door prizes were presented throughout the evening. 
 One chair at each table had been marked with a small label, giving that person the opportunity to take home 

the flower centerpiece. 
 The Depth Charge Drawing was won by Gordon Long. 
 Several of our Base Members have previously been assisted by the USSVCF Brotherhood Fund.  Tonight, 

members in attendance donated money to the USSVCF Brotherhood Fund.  The total amount of the 
donations will be provided in the January Treasurer’s report. 

 During the evening, Bill – the DJ played an assortment of festive songs. 
 At 2000, the doors were opened to the other half of the building where some of our members and family 

participated in some karaoke.   
 [SECRETARY’S NOTE:  I truly appreciate the input from Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.  The meeting portion 

of the Christmas party had already occurred prior to my arrival this evening.] 


