TN MEMNRY NF THE 1I8S RASS JACK STFVENSON CBM(SS) A FORMER COB 7 120060

COMMISSIONED 1925 FIRST FLEET TYPE SUBS BUILT 342° LONG DISPLACEMENT 2 000
TONS SURFACE 2620 TONS SUBMERGED SURFACE SPEED 18.7 KNOTS. SUBMERGED 9
KNOTS
TEST DEPTH 200° RANGE SURFACE 6.000 NM SUBMERGED 50 NM CREW 50 MEN & 6
OFFICERS. THE V1-3 WERE COMMISSIONED IN 1925 AND DECOMMIISSIONED IN
1936. FIRST SKIPPER OF BONITA WAS ADMIRAL LOCKWOOD WHO DIDNT THIMK. MUCH
OF THEIR CAPABILITIES. THEY.WERE TOWED FROM PHILA. NY, WHERE THEY HAD BEEN
RUSTING AWAY. TO PORTSMOUTH AND RECOMMISSIONED 1IN 1940. THE COMMANDING
OFFICER AT RECOMMISSIONING W®WAS LTCDR. GORDON CAMPBELL COB FRENCHY
DILON_CTM(SSIRETY. BASS OPERATED IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC ON NEUTALITY PATROL
OUT OF BERMUDA AND PANAMA AND MADE 4 PATROLS OUT OF PANAMA.BASS MADE 4
PATROLS AFTER THE START OF WW2 IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC.

BASS HAD 10 WATERTIGHT COMPARTMENTS. FOWARD TJORPEDO REOM. FORWARD - BATTERY.
FORWARD ENGINE ROOM = AND GENERATORS, CONTROL ROOM, CONNING TOWER, MAIN
ENGINE ROOM, MﬂNEUVEhING ROOM AND MAIN MOTORS, AFTER BATTERY ROOM, AFTER
TORPEDO ROOM, AND TILLER ROOM AND 2 TUBES. SLEEPING QUARTERS FOR THE . CREW
WERE THE FORWARD TOPEDO ROOM,.FORWARD ENGINE ROOM ABOVE THE GENERATORS FOR
THE FORWARD M-A-N ENGINES AFTER BATTERY WHICH .WAS ALSO THE MESS TABLES AND
GALLEY AND THE AFTER TORPEDO ROOM.

FORWARD & AFTER BATTERIES EACH HAD 60 LARGE EXCIDE BATTERIES AND THE FLOOR
PLATEE HAD. TO BE REMOVED -TO WATER BATTERIES EVERY FEW DAYS.THERE WAS A
MAJOR BUSHIPS ALTERATION TO THE FOWARD & AFTER BATTERIES WITH THE IDEA THAT
THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE CELLS COULD SET UP A MAGNETIC FIELD 30 CELLS 1IN
EACH BATTERY Hﬁﬁ'TUR?ED 1B0O DEG AND LONGER BUSS BARS INSTALLED,

DR AUG 42 WHILE ON 4TH PATROL BASS MADE P TRIM DIVE AT ABOUT 4:30 AM AFTER
A FULL BATTERY CHARGE. THE ELECTR"ICMN‘,WQS TAKING A TEMPERATURE READING IN -
THE DARKENED AFTER BATTERY WHEN HE HEARD A GURGALING NOTSFE COMTNG FROM THE
RATTERY BLOWER DN THE BULKHEAD HE SHINED HIS FLASHLIGHT ON THE BLOWER AND
AW SMORE COMING DUT OF THE INTAKE. HE IMMEDIATLY SHOUTED FIRE IN THE AFTER
BATTERY AFTER TURNING ON THE LIGHTS 7TO 7O AROUSE THE CREW, AND HE WENT
FOWNBRD TO THE MANEUVERING RUDM CLOSING THE WATERTIGHT DOUR S8EHIND MiIn A4S
IHE BRI IERIEY Al I1HE FURNAHD END WERE HBEULINMIMG 10 EXPLUDE. 1N IHE  AFIER
DATTERY HITH ABOUT 16 MPN SILEFRTNG. SEVERAL OF THEM WERE BUSY WAKING THE
MEN AND SE&B!HQ THEM AFT. THE SMOKE ANMD FIRE WAS VERY HEAVY IN THE AFTER
BATTERY &AND THE ATTER TOREFEDD B AND THEY CI1LO3FD THE DONR T THE ATER
TORPEDO ROOM LEAVING 3 MEN IN THE AFTER BATTERY. 2 MEM WENT FORWARD
THGMHINH THY FYNS TN THS Maumaoraras S0 25 TS 0OODOR das O THE 1a830H  aND
CLOSED AND SEALED IT. THE 30D MAN HWAS SLECPING UNNOTICED OH THE PORY SIDE
PADLRIANT AND BAD ITTT TH TS AFTFR PBATTERY TH TUHF MANTIWTORTHO OO OMHE 66N
HWAS DN THE CONTROLLFRS NEARING AN REA AS THERE HAS HEAVY SMOKE IN THE
PR Ve e s W Teads Sm asray ATV TYsiviamgaie WY T S TOW Enansomes  siade Srmen LRI T2
RISEING TO BLON FUECL AND MAIN BALLISY TANKS AFTER A& ROLLER COASTER RIDE ®E
ST TD  THE SURSSTE AND THE  COEMNING TDER  HeTOH MRS UEENNED . FHE AT
LA, AN EHUNT URUMFP URALLED FUR  MEN (U CUME 10 iIRE BRIDEE. Mt JOLD UYs U
THENNE TRHRE AFTED TaOETe R 4 A TLsA SPATRYF T Ao Tor THEE SeCpd Tad ThaL BITTF AR
TORPEDD ROOM AND TILLER ROOM. SHEN ®E OPENNED THE LOADING HATCH THERE ®WAS &
FERY £NE DRESSRENE FIRE oy SN TR T rYRSiSEd T T 3 aeEae  REERY IS LE. 3§
THE AFTER TORPEDD ROOM AND DRASSED MEN TO THE BOTTOM OF THE LADDER WHERE
THEY MERET DI S FEP TORODTRE TUE M0y @R 97 TEUES 8y TSR MR S0 &
TOTAL OF 27 MEW HWERE BROUGHT P -TOPSIDE &N SIVEW ARYIFICISL
SESDTRBAT TR, AN NYFSEN FET SEVERS! WOIRS F  WERE MM Y asi F T RFYTYE i
MEN MEM THAT HAD COME FORKMARD FROM THE TITLLER ROOM.



WE FINALLY CONTACTED PEARL HARBOR AND WERE TOLD TO PROCEED TO GULFITOC
COASTA RICA. WE TOOK THE 25 DECEASED MEN BELOW AND PUT THEM IN A SMALL
BERTHING COMPARTMENT -ABOVE THE GENERATORS IN THE FOWARD ENGINE RGOM. THE
SUBMARINE TENDER ANTERIES MET -US IN coasTAa RICA. THEY CAME ABOARD AND
REMOVED THE 25 CASUALTIES AND REPLENISHED OUR CO2 AS WE WERE FORCING CO2
INTO THE UPPER SALVAGE LINE AND RELIEVING THE PRESSURE WITH THE LOWER
SALVAGE VALVE IN THE AFTER TORPEDO ROOM AFTER BATTERY COMPARTMENTS. WE THEN
PROCEEDED TO YHE PACIFIC SIDE OF THE PANAMA CANAL.

AFTER THE THE NAVAL REPAIR FACILITY ON THE PACIFIC SIDE OF THE CANAL PUT
OUT THE FIRE AND CLEARED THE SMOKE IN THE AFTER THREE COMPARTMENTS WE WERE

THE 26 CASUALTIES,23 FROM THE AFTER TOPEDO ROOM, 2 FROM THE TILLER ROOM AND
1 FROM THE AFTER BATTERY COMPARTMENT, WERE BURIED IN THE MILITARY CEMETARY
ON THE PACIFIC SIDE. THE BASS WAS UNABLE TO SUBMERGE SO WE PROCEEDED BACK
TO NEW YORK IN THE MIDDLE OF A HARASSED ENGLISH CONVOY AND TIED UP AT  THE
BUSH TERMINAL IN THE EAST RIVER IN BROOKLYN. AFTER SEVERAL DAYS WE
PROCEEDED TO PHILLY VIA THE SWEPT CHANNEL ESCORTED BY A& COAST GUARD CUTTER
TO PHILADELPHIA NAVY YARD WHERE WE WERE CONVERTED TO A CARGO CARRIER. THE
FORWARD TORPEDO ROOM WAS THE FORWARD CARGO SPACE, NO TUBES, THE MAIN ENGINE
ROOM, THE MAIN CARGD SPACE, NO MAIN ENGINES AND THE AFTER TORPEDO ROOM THE
AFTER CARGO SPACE., NO TORPEDO TUBES IN THE TILLER ROOM. AFTER ABOUT 2 YEARS
OF EXPERIMENTS WITH MANY TERRIBLE EXPERIENCES AND UNBEARABLE LIVING
CONDITION THE POWERS ABOVE DETERMINED IT WOULD’NT WORK SO THEY TOOX POOR
OLD BASS OUT AND SANK HER IN A WATERY GRAVE AT 155 FEET, A FAVORITE DIVING
SPOT OFF BLOCK ISLAND RHODE ISLAND AFTER 15 YEARS OF BACK BREAKING BALL
BUSTING COMMISSIONED AND RECOMMISSIONED SERVICE.

THE 26 CASUALTIES OF THE BATTERY FIRE.

JOHN ROBSON CMoMM
CLYDE WALTERS CMoMM
LEWIS GIBSON CEM
ROY ADAIR TM1

JOHN BARRETT RM1
LAURENCE CRISS YN1
NELSON ROWE BK1
LEONARDO BLAGG EM2
ROBERT MERRITT SC2
CARL SWANSON COX
STANLEY PLEVA GM3S
JOSEPH LARKIN EM3
EMERY NOCKS S1

THE FOLLOWING SURVIVORS OF THE FIRE WERE LOST ON SUBS - LATER DURING WWll

GEORGE SCHNEIDER S1
ROSWELL GARLAND F2
STANLEY AMBO S2
THOMAS BOYCHULK S2
DANIEL LUYK S2
JAMES MINOR S2

JOHN PITTENGER S2
MARION REID S2
GEORGE STEELE S2
RALPH STEINHAUER 52
ROBERT WARD S2

. PHILLIP WEND S2

DONALD &YMER F3

BILL MASON LCDR CAPELIN (SS289)
HUGH RIMMER LCDR CO ALBACORE (8S5218)

HAROLD STROMSOE CTM COB S-44

TIM DELANEY CGM COB TULLIBEE (SS284)
BILL JODER CMoMM TULLIBEE (SS284)
CHUCK BRABHAM CRM ESCOLAR (SS294)
ART STANTON CMoMM ALBACORE (SS218)

TOM PARR SM2Z2 S5-44

IN MY OPINION®THE GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT O
TRAINING SHE GAVE TO THE
THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE
SUBMARINES, BUT THERE ARE NOT TO MANY OF
8 OR 9. SEE THE ATTACHED PICTURES OF USS BASS AND THE L

MEN THAT LEFT HER

F THE BASS WAS THE WONDERFUL
FOR OTHER BOATS DURING WW1l.
THE REMAINING SURVIVORS WENT ABOARD OTHER
US LEFT. I AM ONLY AWARE -OF ABOUT
ETTER ETCHED 1IN



File No.

FF4-3/L11/P6

Serial 408 UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
SUBMARINES

SUBMARINE SQUADRON THREE
U.S. 8. S-13 (Flagship)

c/o 'Postmaater, New York, N. Y.
August 22, 1942

RESTRICTED

From: Commander Submarme Squadron Three.
To 3 Submarine Squadron Three.

SUBJECT: Casualty Occurring to the U.S.S. BASS.

1. Recently, while engaged in operations against the enemy, & serious fire
occurred in the after battery compartment of the U.S.S. BASS, resultmg in the suffocation
and death of the following personnel:

ROBSON, John A.
WALTERS, Clyde E.
GIBSON, Lewis G.

CMoMM(AA), USN.
CMoMM (PA), USN.
CEM(AA), USN.

2.

August 21, 1942,

8.

ADAIR, Roy
BARRETT, John F.
CRISS, Laurence S.
ROWE, Nelson L.
BLAGG, Leonard O.
MERRITT, Robert F.
LARKIN, Joseph J.
PLEVA, Stanley W.
SWANSON, Carl A.
NOCKS, Emery L.
SCHNEIDER, George F.
BOYCHULK, Thomas
REID, Marion H.
STEELE, George E.

STEINHAUER, Ralph L.

AMBO, Standley
LUYK, Daniel
MINOR, James E,
PITTENGER, John K.
WARD, Robert L.
WEND, Phillip H.
GARLAND, Roswell L.
GYMZIZR, Donald R.

Funeral services were held at Corozal Cemetary,

The loss of these men who gave their lives in the service of their

country is keenly felt by all.

TMle, USN.
RMlec, USN.
Ylc, USN.
Bkrle, USN.
EM2c, USN.
SC2¢, USN.
EMSc, USN.
GM3c, USN.
Qox., USN.
Sealc, USN. .
Seale, USN,
Sea2c¢, USN,
Sea2¢, USN.
Sea2¢, USN.
Sea2c, USN.
Sea2¢, USNR.
Sea2¢, USNR.
Sea2¢, USNR.
Sea2¢, USNR.
Sea2c¢, USNR.
Sea2¢, USNR.
F2¢, USN.
F3c¢, USN.

Canal Zone on

T. J. DOYLE
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