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Pickerel commanded by Lieutenant Commander A. H. Alston, Jr., the first submarine to 
be lost in the Central Pacific area, set out from Pearl Harbor on 18 March 1943 and, 
after topping off with fuel at Midway on 22 March, began her seventh war patrol off the 
eastern coast of northern Honshu. She was never heard from after her departure from 
Midway. 
She was ordered to remain in her area until sunset 1 May 1943 and then to return to 
Midway. Standing orders required her to transmit by radio prior to entering a circle of 
radius 500 miles from Midway, and this report was expected by 6 May. When it was not 
received, a message ordering an immediate reply was repeatedly sent. No answer was 
received, and plane search along her expected course revealed nothing. As a result, she 
was reported lost on 12 May 1943. 
Antisubmarine attack data submitted by the Japanese at the end of the war list one 
attack which could conceivably have been on Pickerel. This attack occured on 3 April, 
1943, off Shiranuka Lighthouse, on the northern tip of Honshu. This position is outside 
the area assigned to Pickerel, but no other submarine was there. Flying Fish was 
enroute to the area between Honshu and Hokkaido and arrived there on 6 April, 
but Pickerel might well have moved into the northern area for a few days until Flying 
Fish's arrival if she found hunting poor in her own area. Indeed, unless the Japanese 
attacked a submarine which was the product of their own imaginations, they must 
certainly have attacked Pickerel on 3 April, since no other boat of ours was near the area 
of the attack.  

 Submarines lost during the month of April 

USS PICKEREL (SS-177)  3 Apr 43   74 souls lost 

USS SNOOK (SS-279)   8 Apr 45    84 souls lost 

USS THRESHER (SSN-593)    10 Apr 63   129 souls lost 

USS GUDGEON (SS-211)  18 Apr 44    79 souls lost 

USS GRENADIER (SS-210)   22 Apr 43   76 taken as POW’s,   
          72 survived the war 

5 boats and 370 Men Lost, 72 survived in POW camps 

USS Pickerel (SS 177)  
Reason for her Loss, Unknown  
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USS Pickerel (SS 177)  
Reason for her Loss, Unknown  

However, a special notation is made on the Japanese records to the effect that they are 
inaccurate for the month of April 1943. Thus there is every reason to speculate that, 
if Pickerel did survive the attack of 3 April, she may have been attacked later in her own 
area and the attack may not have been reported. We know that there were Japanese 
mine plants along the coast of Honshu, but a study of the track chart for Pickerel's sixth 
war patrol, conducted in the same area, shows that the Commanding Officer was 
accustomed to stay outside the 60 fathom curve. Mines are normally ineffective in water 
that deep. 
The probability as to the cause of Pickerel's loss is that she was sunk by enemy depth 
charge attack. Operational casualties or mine explosions represent possibilities, but are 
not thought to be likely. 
During the six patrols before her final one, Pickerel sank five ships totaling 16,100 tons, 
and damaged 10, totaling 9,100 tons. On her first patrol she did no damage to the 
enemy. Her second, conducted between Manila and Surabaya, resulted in the sinking of 
two freighters. Pickerel's third patrol was conducted along the Malay Barrier and again no 
successful attacks were made. In her fourth patrol, in the Philippines, six attacks were 
made, but none resulted in damage to the enemy. Pickerel's fifth patrol was a passage 
from Australia to Pearl Harbor for refit, with a short patrol in the Marianas enroute. She 
damaged a freighter on this run. On her sixth patrol this ship went to the Kuriles to patrol 
the Tokyo-Kiska traffic lanes. In sixteen attacks, she sank a freighter and two sampans, 
and did damage to another freighter and eight sampans. 
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CHARLESTON SHIPMATES ON ETERNAL PATROL 

Shipmates Reported Lost Since our 2024  
Base Christmas Party Bell Tolling 

• MMCS(SS) James Terry Sickle, USN Retired   19 February 2025 
• LCDR (SS) Roy Edward Morrow, USN Retired    9 June 2024 
• FTCM (SS) Martin K. Sessler USN Retired    25 March 2025 
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FTCM (SS) Martin K. Sessler USN Ret. 
Now on Eternal Patrol  

Sharon [wife] and Lauryn [daughter] Sessler, report at 1400 on Tuesday, 25 
March 2025, our friend and shipmate Marty Sessler, 81, departed on Eternal 
Patrol at Summerville Medical Center in Summerville SC. Marty joined the Navy 
in 1963 and retired in 1985. He was a Life Member of USSVI National and 
Charleston Base [2005] where he served as the Base past COB and past Vice 
Commander. He was a member of the Holland Club having qualified in 1964 on 
USS ATULE SS-403. He also served on GRENADIER SS-525, SAM RAYBURN 
SSBN-635, HENRY L. STIMSON SSBN-655, and CANOPUS AS-34. He was a 
member of FRA Branch 269 having joined in 2002. 
When an obituary is published it will be added to his memorial page. 
The family has indicated service arrangements will be sometime after Easter 
and will keep us informed. 
 
Sent by Chaplain Nick Nichols by email 25 March 2025 
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UPCOMING BASE EVENTS 
See www.ussvicb.org for details 

Upcoming Charleston Base Events  
  

Hog Roast Week    Mar 29-Apr 5 After Battery 
Board of Directors Meeting  Apr 3   FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 
Hog Roast in the Swamp  Apr 5   After Battery 
Base Meeting     Apr 10  FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 
Holland Club Induction   Apr 10  During the base meeting 

( Social Hour—1800) 
Navy Birthday    Apr 11 
Nuc School Graduation  Apr 11  Nuc Power School Campus 
Lost Boats Ceremony   Apr 12  Cold War Memorial Patriot's  Point  
Little David Maintenance  Apr 26 and 29 See details below 

HOG ROAST 2025 
 

Starting March 29 through April 5 daily events 
Saturday April 5 hog roast 

Follow daily menu and details here 

http://www.ussvicb.org/
https://theafterbattery.org/hog-roast/
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CHARLESTON BASE HOLLAND CLUB CEREMONY 
April 10th during the base meeting  

 
Join us to announce our new Holland Club inductees 
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• Friday 0900 
• If you plan to attend please contact Phil Nunnally at 843.518.8301 or email 

pbnunnally@gmail.com 
• We will muster at and leave from the NEX parking lot at 0800 

NNPTC Graduation 
11 April 2025 

Lost Boats/Submarine Birthday Ceremony  
12 April 2025 

• Cold War Memorial Patriot's Point—Good Weather 
• NWS Bldg. 777 – Inclement Weather 
• 1000 Ceremony Begins 
• 0930 Muster at site 
• Location decision will be made no less than 24 hours prior 
• Tom Holcombe POC 

mailto:pbnunnally@gmail.com
mailto:tom_holcombe@hotmail.com
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Little David Upkeep 
Old Santee Canal State Park  

April 26th & 29th 

Saturday April 26 
900 Stony Landing Road, Moncks Corner 

 
• Saturday April 26 board replacement and paint prep 
• 0900—Muster with Phil Nunnally, typically there ~ 3—4 hours 
• Notes:  Anyone volunteering that has a cordless drill would also be a great 

HELP and make the work go faster 
• Replacing 6 boards, the tarp and the tarp restraint boards 
 

Tuesday April 29 
900 Stony Landing Road, Moncks Corner 

 
• Pressure washing and painting 
• 0900—I will start pressure washing 
• 1000—painters needed 
 
• Please Contact Phil pbnunnally@gmail.com or the COB cob@ussvicb.org to 

volunteer or just show up! 
• Backup dates in May if needed   

mailto:pbnunnally@gmail.com
mailto:cob@ussvicb.org
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After a quiet March, April comes on like a Lion 

From the Editor 
Contact me at newsletter@ussvicb.org 

As you can see from the upcoming events, we have a busy month ahead with 
meetings, Hog Roast Week (including working parties before and after), the 
Holland Club Induction Ceremony, the Nuc School Graduation, the Lost Boats 
Ceremony and finally two Little David maintenance periods. 
 
Please help wherever and whenever you can. 

mailto:newsletter@ussvicb.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Gold Star Spouses Day  
5 April 

 
Observed on April 5th, this day honors the spouses of service members who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice  

Month of the Military Child 
April 

The Defense Department celebrates military children throughout the month of 
April, highlighting their resilience and the challenges they face  

COB’s Corner 

First off, to all who helped with the fund raisers and the conference, many thank 
you ALL, and a giant BZ for a very overwhelmingly successful conference to our 
master of ceremonies Dave Harvey!  It couldn’t have happened without you and 
the many others who helped out. 
 
To the Base, for all of you who kept showing up to support the fund raising week 
after week for this cause, I Salute you!!  Thanks to you all for the donations, the 
Sea Stories, and commitment to the Group. 
 
Finally, if there are Submariners you know of, who have not become members of 
our grand organization,  try to get them to come to a meeting. 
 
We could use a few more members.  Don’t forget about associate memberships 
as well. 
 
Thanks, COB 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

I enlisted in the Active Navy in June 1981.  While active duty, after completing A 
School, Aux Package School and Sub School,  I was stationed onboard the USS 
Hunley (AS-31) in Holy Loch Scotland.  After serving the single man tour of 18 
months, I was stationed at the Charleston Naval Station.  I was ordered to the 
USS Nathan Hale (SSBN 623) , however, while waiting for the boat to return 
from sea,  I was ordered to the USS Simon Bolivar (SSBN 641) for one 
patrol.  After my one patrol with the Simon Bolivar I earned my Sliver Dolphins 
and joined the Nathan Hale.  I remained on the Nathan Hale for 2 Patrols and 
then in Dec 1985, as the Hale was set to decommission, I spent my final 10 
months on the USS Frank Cable (AS-40) and was Honorably discharged in Oct 
1986.  In September of 1987 I joined the Naval Reserves and served in multiple 
units including the Frank Cable (AS-40), USS Avenger (MCM-1), which was a 
Mine Sweeping ship out of Ingleside Texas.  I finished final years in the reserves 
serving on a Tank Farm Unit out of the Weapons Station in Goose Creek.   I 
retired from the reserves in Oct 2003.  I served just over 21 years of combined 
active and reserve service. 
  
I currently work for United Healthcare as a Sr. Service Account Manager and 
have been with them since 1992.  I am divorced and I have one daughter, Holly, 
who graduated from the University of South Carolina in 2019 and is a 5th grade 
teacher in Moncks Corner.  During my free time I like to bowl, play tennis, golf, 
try different restaurants,  and travel.  A few of my favorite travel spots are 
Disney, Universal Studios and Colorado Springs to visit family. 
 
Sent by email 13 March 2025 

Welcome New Member! 
MM2(SS) Retired Richard J. Jordan Jr  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Blackbaud Contract Ends 3/14/2025  
Use ussubvets.org 

Shipmates, 
  
Our Blackbaud Contract ends on 3/14/25, so on 3/15/25 the ussvi.org website 
will go down.  Please use https://ussubvets.org for any of your website 
needs.  We are working hard on the replacement website and will announce up-
dates soon. 
  
Respectfully, 
Tim Carlisle NSVC 
 
Sent by email 12 March 2025 

Great information from two of our shipmates 
 
Our PAO Rafael Guzman publishes submarine related articles here. 
Our Charleston Base specific “Why join the SubVets article” is here. 
 
USS Midwatch Facebook page.  
 
The lean submariner is a great resource for 
submarine history and information. 
 
Our CF Ambassador Bob MacPherson 
published this article in The Lean 
Submariner about or September 2024 Base 
Meeting. Here. 
 

This is a challenge coin fund raiser for 
the USSV Charitable Fund. Compared 
to many coins I have seen recently, 
the cost is pretty reasonable. I do not 
think they will last very long. 
 

https://ussubvets.org/home.asp
https://rtaproductions.com
https://rtaproductions.com/articles-%26-blogs/f/why-join-subvets-charleston-beyond-camaraderie-and-brotherhood
https://www.facebook.com/ussmidwatch
https://theleansubmariner.com/
https://theleansubmariner.com/2024/09/12/ussvi-charleston-base-meeting-september-12-2024/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Opportunities to Serve our Base 

• Openings for 

 Base Historian 

 Non-Nuclear Historian 

 National Awards Coordinator 

We are down to three openings.  Could one of these be your calling? 

Contact the Base Commander, the COB or any officer if you can help 

The Senator Elizabeth Dole Act becomes Law 

The was officially signed 2 January 2025. The Dole Act will expand VA benefits, 
modernize health care delivery and reduce bureaucratic delays that prevent 
veterans, caregivers and other beneficiaries from receiving the care and 
services they need. 

• Expand caregiver benefits for elderly and infirmed veterans 

• Increase the cap for in-home care programs 

• Fix community care options 

• Extend timelines, eligibility and availability for certain GI Bill programs 

• Provide funding for family caregiver mental health services 

Report in the VFW Magazine dated March/April 2025 
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I missed reporting this important date in my March Newsletter. 

Medal of Honor Day, celebrated annually on March 25, is a federal 
observance that commemorates the bravery and sacrifices of over 3,500 
individuals who have received the Medal of Honor. Awarded for “…
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of one’s life, above and 
beyond the call of duty,” the Medal of Honor sits atop the “Pyramid of Honor” 
as the United States’ highest military recognition.  

This day was established by Congress to “foster public appreciation and 
recognition of Medal of Honor Recipients” and was first celebrated on March 
25, 1991. This date was chosen because it was on that date in 1863 that the 
first Medals of Honor were presented to six members of Andrew’s Raiders. 

The day serves not only as a celebration of the Recipients’ bravery but also 
as a reminder of the sacrifices made by those who put their lives on the line 
for our country. Throughout the day, various ceremonies and events take 
place to honor the Medal of Honor Recipients and their legacies.  

One of the most significant traditions is the wreath-laying ceremony at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery. This solemn 
event involves Medal of Honor Recipients who gather to pay their respects 
and commemorate those who gave their lives in service to the nation.  

This ceremony is a profoundly emotional moment that not only honors the 
Recipients’ heroic deeds but also serves as a powerful reminder of the 
unwavering sacrifice made by all who have served, embodying the spirit of 
selflessness and dedication that defines our nation’s bravest heroes.  

PAST EVENTS 

Medal of Honor Day 
25 March 
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FUTURE BASE EVENTS 

CB Distinguished Submariner Award Presentation  
8 May during the Base Meeting 

Shipmates, 

All nominations for the Distinguished Submariner Award are sent to the Base 
Secretary NLT 3 April to be voted on at the BOD Meeting. Attached is the form 
to be completed. If you would like to nominate a Base Shipmate for the Award 
complete the form with the candidates name, bullets explaining why he 
deserves the award and sign (not required). 

Here is a list of those who have received the DSA from 2008 when the base 
began giving it out. You can view pictures of each ceremony at: 
CB Distinguished Submariner Award 

Sent by email from Nick Nichols 23 March 2025 

https://ussvicb.org/documents/DS%20Award/index.html
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NON-BASE EVENTS 

 

• Saturday, April 5th, 2025 
• Trident Technical College – College Center Ballroom 
• Doors open @ 1700 
• Ceremony @ 1800 
• Dinner and Dancing @1900 
• Tickets:  

 < E-6 and SubVets $70 
 E-7 to E-8 and O-1 to O-3 $8 
 E-9 and >O-4 $90 

• Open Bar available from 1700-2300 with purchase of $20 wristband 
• Available on EventBrite.com 2025 Charleston Submarine Birthday Ball 
• Dress Code 

 Military: Service Dress Blues or Whites and above. 
 Civilian: Formal Attire 
 SUBVET: Vest Uniform w/Tie 

 
Charleston Base Contact Point: Anthony Mazza atmazza81@gmail.com  

The 125th Submarine Birthday Ball  
5 April 2025 

Nuclear Power School CMC Retirement 
5 May 2025 

• Starts 1030 

• All SubVets are invited 

• RSVP to Anthony Mazza 

• Uniform of the Day: TBD 

http://atmazza81@gmail.com/
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NON-BASE EVENTS 

 

• Dinner SAT May 17 

• INFO and REG FORM 

2025 NC SUBVETS Burnsville Memorial Service 
16-18 May 2025 

FRA Memorial Day Service followed by indoor picnic 
26 May 2025 

• Guest Speaker: CWO2 Bob MacPherson [Charleston Base SUBVET] 

• FRA Home 

• 1000 Service Begins 

https://www.ussvicb.org/conventions/2025%20Moonshine%20Mountain%20Reg.pdf
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Little David's last confirmed action came on April 18, 1864 when she tried to 
sink the screw frigate USS Wabash. Alert lookouts on board the blockader 
sighted David in time to permit the frigate to slip her chain, avoid the attack, and 
open fire on the torpedo boat. Neither side suffered any damage.  

 Little David Attacks USS Wabash 

18 April 1864 
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Trident Technical College finished rebuilding Little David and had her first public 
appearance since the Civil War in April 1970 for South Carolina’s tricentennial.  

Worked start in December 1969 as part of a project for Tech’s Mechanical 
Engineering Technology Department.  

Little David appeared to the public in April 1970 during Charleston’s 
Tricentennial parade.  

Little David’s first home after the rebuild was Stony Landing, part of Fairlawn 
Barony in Berkeley County.  

Little David was then moved to reside outside of the Berkeley County Museum 
now part of the Santee Canal State Park.  

In 2004, funded by Santee Cooper Power Company, and worked done by our 
Charleston base, Little David was overhauled and appears at the museum 
today.  

Little David Replica Built by Trident Technical College in 1970 
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USS Thresher SS-200 

The Most Decorated American Submarine of WWII 

The USS Thresher was named for a type of shark normally found in the waters 
off of North America and Asia. She was the third Tambor-class submarine to be 
built, after the USS Tambor (SS-198) and Tautog (SS-199). Thresher‘s keel 
was laid down in May 1939 at Electric Boat in Groton, Connecticut and she 
was commissioned the following year, with Cmdr. William Lovett Anderson in 
charge of her crew.  
While on her third patrol, Thresher was positioned near the Japanese home 
islands, her crew tasked with collecting weather data for Adm. William Halsey‘s 
task force. It was during this that the submarine scored her first hit, sinking the 
Japanese freighter Sado Maru off the coast of Yokohama. Months later, while 
on her fourth patrol, Thresher encountered more enemy vessels, one of which 
tried to capture her. After escaping, a firefight ensued. 
Thresher‘s fifth and sixth patrols took place in the Gulf of Siam and the Java 
Sea, during which she laid one of the first sea mine plants by a submarine in 
the Pacific Theater. On December 29, 1942, she likely sank a 3,000-ton 
Japanese freighter, firing eight shots from her main gun. If true, this would 
make the Japanese vessel one of the few to be sunk entirely through the use 
of deck guns. 
During her seventh patrol in Fremantle, Thresher encountered a Japanese I-65
-class submarine. Shots were exchanged, but neither vessel was damaged. In 
March 1943, she achieved her biggest hit yet, sinking a 5,232-ton tanker. 
Over the course of the Second World War, Thresher participated in 15 patrols, 
achieving continued success throughout. Not only did she serve as part of the 
“Mickey Finns” wolf pack, commanded by Cpt. William “Mickey” O’Regan in 
mid-1944, she also scored multiple hits on the 6,854-ton freighter Gyōkū 
Maru and sunk an 5,000-ton oiler – and that’s just scratching the surface of all 
the submarine and her crew achieved during this time.  
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An old guy and a bucket of shrimp... 

This is a wonderful story and it is true. You will be pleased that you read it, and 
I believe you will pass it on.  It is an important piece of American history. 
 
It happened every Friday evening, almost without fail, when the sun resembled 
a giant orange and was starting to dip into the blue ocean. Old Ed came 
strolling along the beach to his favorite pier. Clutched in his bony hand was a 
bucket of shrimp. Ed walks out to the end of the pier, where it seems he almost 
has the world to himself. The glow of the sun is a golden bronze now. 
   
Everybody's gone, except for a few joggers on the beach. Standing out on the 
end of the pier, Ed is alone with his thoughts...and his bucket of shrimp. 
   
Before long, however, he is no longer alone. Up in the sky a thousand white 
dots come screeching and squawking, winging their way toward that lanky 
frame standing there on the end of the pier. 
   
Before long, dozens of seagulls have enveloped him, their wings fluttering and 
flapping wildly. Ed stands there tossing shrimp to the hungry birds. As he does, 
if you listen closely, you can hear him say with a smile, 'Thank you. Thank 
you.' 
   
In a few short minutes the bucket is empty. But Ed doesn't leave. He stands 
there lost in thought, as though transported to another time and place. 
   
When he finally turns around and begins to walk back toward the beach, a few 
of the birds hop along the pier with him until he gets to the stairs, and then 
they, too, fly away. And old Ed quietly makes his way down to the end of the 
beach and on home. 
 
If you were sitting there on the pier with your fishing line in the water, Ed might 
seem like 'a funny old duck,' as my dad used to say. Or, to onlookers, he's just 
another old codger, lost in his own weird world, feeding the seagulls with a 
bucket full of shrimp. 
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To the onlooker, rituals can look either very strange or very empty. They can 
seem altogether unimportant .... maybe even a lot of nonsense. 
   
Old folks often do strange things, at least in the eyes of Boomers and Busters. 
   
Most of them would probably write Old Ed off, down there in Florida ... That's 
too bad. They'd do well to know him better. 
   
His full name: Eddie Rickenbacker. He was a famous hero in World War I, and 
then he was in WWII. On one of his flying missions across the Pacific, he and 
his seven-member crew went down. Miraculously, all of the men survived, 
crawled out of their plane, and climbed into a life raft. 
   
Captain Rickenbacker and his crew floated for days on the rough waters of the 
Pacific. They fought the sun. They fought sharks. Most of all, they fought 
hunger and thirst. By the eighth day their rations ran out. No food. No water. 
They were hundreds of miles from land and no one knew where they were or 
even if they were alive. Every day across America millions wondered and 
prayed that Eddie Rickenbacker might somehow be found alive. 
 
The men adrift needed a miracle. That afternoon they had a simple devotional 
service and prayed for a miracle. They tried to nap. Eddie leaned back and 
pulled his military cap over his nose. Time dragged on. All he could hear was 
the slap of the waves against the raft... 
   
Suddenly, Eddie felt something land on the top of his cap. It was a seagull! 
   
Old Ed would later describe how he sat perfectly still, planning 
his next move. With a flash of his hand and a squawk from the gull, he 
managed to grab it and wring its neck. He tore the feathers off, and he and his 
starving crew made a meal of it - a very slight meal for eight men. Then they 
used the intestines for bait. With it, they caught fish, which gave them food 
and more bait . . . and the cycle continued. With that simple survival 
technique, they were able to endure the rigors of the sea until they were found 
and rescued after 24 days at sea. 

An old guy and a bucket of shrimp... 
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An old guy and a bucket of shrimp... 

Eddie Rickenbacker lived many years beyond that ordeal, but he never forgot 
the sacrifice of that first life-saving seagull... And he never stopped saying, 
'Thank you.' That's why almost every Friday night he would walk to the end of 
the pier with a bucket full of shrimp and a heart full of gratitude 
 
Reference:  (Max Lucado, "In The Eye of the Storm", pp...221, 225-226) 
 
PS: Eddie Rickenbacker was the founder of Eastern Airlines. Before WWI he 
was race car driver. In WWI he was a pilot and became America's first ace. In 
WWII he was an instructor and military adviser, and he flew missions with the 
combat pilots. Eddie Rickenbacker is a true American hero. And now you know 
another story about the trials and sacrifices that brave men have endured for 
your freedom. 
   
As you can see, I chose to pass it on. It is a great story that many don't 
know...You've got to be careful with old guys, You just never know what they 
have done during their lifetime 
  
 
Provided by shipmate Tom Holcombe  
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Australian Sub News 

Visiting nuclear sub commander says US will 'follow through' on AUKUS 

The commander of a visiting US Virginia-class submarine insists AUKUS will deliver the 
world's "most capable and stealthy vessel" to Australia's navy and has urged skeptical 
members of the public to better understand the benefits of nuclear-powered boats. 

As growing doubts emerge over the future of the US alliance under Donald Trump's 
administration, American submariners have shown off the cutting-edge war fighting 
features of the USS Minnesota during exercises off the West Australian coast. 

Last month US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth declared President Donald Trump was 
"supportive" of the AUKUS project, after Australia sent a $US500 million ($798 million) 
payment to Washington as part of the plan to acquire nuclear-powered submarines.  

Read the entire story here 

Russian Sub News 

Ukraine Claims Sub Sinking: 
Ukraine claims to have sunk a Russian submarine in Crimea, though this claim is yet to 
be independently verified.  
 
Submarine Activity in the South China Sea: 
A Russian submarine was spotted in the South China Sea, prompting a response from 
the Philippine and Japanese militaries.  
 
Loss of Tartus Base: 
The loss of the Tartus base in Syria has impacted Russia's ability to sustain a continuous 
submarine presence in the Mediterranean.  
 
Russian Submarine Hit by Missiles: 
The Russian Navy Kilo Class submarine Rostov-on-Don was hit by Storm Shadow/
SCALP cruise missiles in Sevastopol on September 13 2023, and has been moved to a 
new hiding place further inside the port. 
 
Russia Submarine Spotted Near Taiwan: 
Japan's military dispatched a surveillance plane and a navy ship after spotting a Russian 
submarine off the coast of a southwestern island near Taiwan.   
 
Russian Nuclear Submarine, Frigate Arrive in Cuba: 
Russian nuclear-powered submarine, frigate with long range land attack missiles arrived 
in Cuba. 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-03-17/uss-minnesota-commander-assures-australians-over-aukus-doubts/105058836
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What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

The State of U.S. Shipbuilding Hearing Testimony 

The following are the combined written statements from the witnesses at the 
March 11, 2025, House Armed Services Committee hearing The State of 
Shipbuilding.  
 
The average annual cost of carrying out the 2025 plan, which covers fiscal years 
2025 to 2054, is $40.1 billion (in 2024 dollars), including $35.8 billion for new-
ship construction, CBO estimates (see Table 1). The Navy’s 2025 plan differs 
from the alternatives in the 2024 plan in several ways. Most notably, it would 
have the Navy buy fewer next-generation attack submarines and large surface 
combatants and more current-generation ships. Nevertheless, in real terms (that 
is, adjusted to remove the effects of inflation), the costs of the 2025 plan are 
substantially higher than those of the alternatives in the 2024 plan because unit 
costs would be higher for almost all major shipbuilding programs and because 
the current plan calls for purchasing more ships.  
 
The 2025 Plan Would Expand the Fleet to 390 Battle Force Ships  
 
On December 1, 2024, the Navy’s fleet numbered 296 battle force ships—
aircraft carriers, submarines, surface combatants, amphibious ships, combat 
logistics ships, and some support ships. To achieve its goal of 381 battle force 
ships, the Navy would buy 364 ships over the next 30 years—293 combat ships 
and 71 combat logistics and support ships. If the Navy adhered to its schedule 
for retiring ships, it would have a fleet of over 300 ships by the early 2030s (see 
Figure 1). In 2054, the fleet would number 390 ships, a little more than the 
Navy’s goal. 
In the near term, however, the fleet would become smaller. Over the next three 
years, the Navy would retire 13 more ships than it would commission, causing 
the fleet to reach a low of 283 ships in 2027 before growing again. That is 2 
fewer ships than the fleet’s lowest point in the 2024 plan. 
 
Read the full story here 

https://news.usni.org/2025/03/12/the-state-of-u-s-shipbuilding-hearing-testimony
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What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

U.S. Starts Two Pacific Submarine Drills 
Chinese Surface Group Operating Near Australia 

The U.S. Navy began anti-submarine warfare (ASW) exercises in Hawaii and 
Guam on Tuesday. Meanwhile, a Chinese and a Russian surveillance ship 
have been conducting separate sails around Japan’s southwest islands and 
Australia has now tasked three frigates to shadow a People’s Liberation Army 
Navy task group that has been operating around Australia since mid-February. 
On Tuesday, U.S. Navy submarines, ships and aircraft began exercise Black 
Widow 2025 off Hawaii, reads a Navy release. The drill combines submarines, 
surface ships and aircraft into a team tasked to track and engage a simulated 
adversary submarine.  
 
“The Black Widow exercise series is our annual pinnacle event to deliver high-
end integrated theater undersea warfare tactical development and combat 
readiness. It’s incredibly valuable to work across domains to deliver cutting 
edge capabilities that make us more capable and more lethal,” said Rear Adm. 
Rick Seif, commander of the Pacific Submarine Force and CTF 34, in the 
release.  
 
Meanwhile, Chinese and Russian surveillance ships have been operating 
around Japan’s southwest islands according to Japan Joint Staff Office (JSO) 
releases this week. On Monday the JSO issued a release stating that on Feb. 
28 at 1 p.m, PLAN Dongdiao class surveillance ship Tianshuxing (795)was 
sighted sailing west in an area 87 miles northeast of Cape Sata, which lies on 
the southern tip of the Ōsumi Peninsula of the main island of Kyushu and 
subsequently sailed west through the Osumi Strait to enter the east China Sea 
on the same day.  
 

On Wednesday, Australian Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister 
Richard Marles in a doorstop interview stated that three Royal Australian Navy 
(RAN) frigates, namely HMAS Warramunga (FFH152), HMAS Stuart (FFH153), 
and HMAS Toowoomba (FFH156) were shadowing the PLAN task group 
comprising of cruiser CNS Zunyi (107), frigate CNS Hengyang (568) and fleet 
oiler CNS Weishanhu (887), “They’ll continue to be on the task of surveilling 
this task group whilst it’s in the vicinity of Australia. We’ve also had over flights 
of P-8 aircraft to keep a close eye on what this task force is doing.”, said 
Marles, according to a transcript.  
 

Read the entire story here 

https://news.usni.org/2025/03/06/u-s-starts-two-pacific-submarine-drills-chinese-surface-group-operating-near-australia
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After politics, we all need a little humor 
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United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Charleston Base 
Minutes of Business Meeting  

13 February 2025 
 
Opening Ceremonies: 
• The February 2025 Base Meeting was called to order by Vice Commander Tom Lawson 

with a quorum of three officers and a total of 49 members.  The meeting started at 1900 
with the sound of the diving alarm.  Base Commander Mike Ciesielko was not present 
this evening.  

• The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Vice Commander Tom Lawson and recited by 
the members in attendance.   

• The Invocation and the Tolling of the Boats lost during the month of February was given 
by Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.   

• Submarines lost during the month of February: 
 USS BARBEL (SS-316) February 4, 1945 – 4th War Patrol    
 Lost with all hands – 81 souls 
 USS SHARK 1 (SS-174) February 11, 1942 – 1st War Patrol    
 Lost with all hands – 59 souls 
 USS AMBERJACK (SS-219) February 16, 1943 – 3rd War Patrol    
 Lost with all hands – 72 souls 
 USS GRAYBACK (SS-208) February 27, 1944 – 10th War Patrol    
 Lost with all hands – 80 souls 
 USS TROUT (SS-202) February 29, 1944 – 11th War Patrol    
 Lost with all hands – 81 souls 
 5 Boats and 373 Men Lost 
 
 H.L. HUNLEY February 17, 1864  Lost with all hands – 8 souls 

 
• The Creed of USSVI was read by Vice Commander Tom Lawson. 
• Vice Commander Tom Lawson welcomed members and guests to the meeting. 
 
Introductions of New Attendees: 
• We had 33 guests including ADM Ishee in the meeting tonight because of the SE 

Regional Conference being held here in North Charleston.  Rather than have each one 
introduce themselves, Vice Commander Tom Lawson had the guests stand to be 
recognized. 
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Guest Speakers: 
• USSVI National Junior Vice Commander – Tom Williams: 

 Introduced himself – QMC – Qualified on USS James Monroe SSBN622 – Also 
served aboard three SSNs. 

 National is going to use the original website.  After billing USSVI about $200k over 
the last eight years, the group working on the new website has decided that it is 
too complicated. 

 Tom spoke about the USSVI National Membership Drive.  They have some 
younger faces on the board with new ideas including social media.  Tom is asking 
all base commanders to download (from the old website) the USSVI Public 
Relations Media and Recruiting Guide. 

 The National Commander has set a goal by 2030 for USSVI to have 15k 
members.  It will take about 500 new members each year, plus an additional 
member for each Eternal Patrol membership loss.   

 On the website is a form that can be used for public relations. 
 Tom spoke about the Monetary Incentive Program, which provides funds to the 

Base if membership is increased by a certain percentage. 
 Tom promoted upcoming conventions Orlando, FL and Corpus Christi, TX. 

 
• USSVI National Treasurer – John Sidlovsky (SID): 

 Qualified on USS Spadefish SSN668 - 1982 
 SID spoke more about the Monetary Incentive Program and reviewed the 

numbers a bit more as to how it affects the Bases. 
 SID talked about RUST Insurance and that the move from WA to CT caused 

USSVI to have double the cost for insurance. 
 The insurance cost for base events will now be commensurate with the size of the 

base. 
 We just had a Dues Increase just like everyone having to raise prices due to the 

cost of doing business. 
 SID encouraged members to be part of K4K. 
 

• SE Regional Director – Ken Nichols: 
 Ken was offered a chance to speak, but declined. 
 

• SE District 3 Commander – Steve Wambley: 
 Thanked Charleston Base for hosting the SER Conference, noting the work 

involved. 
 Talked about a sea story that went wrong, but he is looking forward to The After 

Battery so that he can remedy the tale. 
 
• SE District 2 Commander – Wayne Phillips: 

 Thanked Charleston Base and especially Dave Harvey for the work involved.  
 Is looking forward to attending another SER Conference next year. 
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Old Business: 
• None 
 
New Business: 
• Rodney McKanna asked if we had enough money to purchase a new microphone 

system.  He was encouraged to bring it up at the BOD Meeting next month. 
 
Secretary – Gordon Long: 
• The Minutes from the January Base Meeting were emailed to all Base members.  The 

Minutes have been published on the Base Website for download.  The Minutes were 
approved as presented. 

 
Treasurer – Ricky Collins: 
• The Treasurer’s Report for January was published and promulgated on the website.  

There were no revisions.  The report was approved as presented. 
 
Chaplain – Nick Nichols: 
• Highlighted boat of the month:  

 AMBERJACK SS-219 was lost on Feb 16, 1943 with the loss of 72 officers and 
men on her 3rd war patrol. Her last report said she was forced down on the 13th 
by two destroyers, and that she had recovered an enemy aviator prisoner from the 
water. While off the coast of Rabaul, she was attacked by a Japanese patrol plane, 
attacked by a torpedo boat and then depth charged by a subchaser. One 
additional man was killed earlier. On Saturday we will conduct a memorial bell 
tolling at the hotel. 

 
There are several shipmates and family members who have given me information which 
they wish to be kept confidential at this time. 
• Mike Ciesielko, Base Commander, has the flu. He told me he was not going to be here 

for the meeting and I told him it was appreciated that he was not going to share. 
• Ken Curtis called yesterday to say he had been in the VA since Sunday 9 Feb. He went 

home today and is completing the paperwork for Hospice care. Please keep Ken and 
Barbara both in your prayers. Calls and visits are appreciated. Phone: 843.906.1880 

• Roger Rader was at the hospital in late Jan. He slipped on ice and the fall caused a 
fractured wrist, a broken hip and an issue with his stomach. He underwent 4 hours of 
surgery which went well. He is now on the 6th floor in the rehab section and is expected 
to be discharged to home on Friday. 

• Butch Bryar was admitted to the VA on 6 Feb with bronchial pneumonia. He was able to 
go home on Monday, the 10th.  

• Jerry Stout’s PIC line and wound vac have been removed. He is having some issues 
with his health and asks his shipmates for their prayers.   

• Rick Wise had chest and abdomen CT scans done 20 Jan and saw his Oncologist 22 
Jan. The scans showed no sign of cancer! 

• John Lookabill had a heart catheterization this afternoon, Feb. 13th. 
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• Pat Davis saw his doctor on Jan 17.  His left lung is almost clear, but the right one that 
was almost 100% bad is clearing. He also noticed that he doesn’t have any stamina. He 
will go back to see him in February for more follow up.  

• Dave Harvey will be having neck surgery on February 26th. 
• James Graham is having surgery on his foot on Friday afternoon. The doctor thinks one 

of the screws has come loose. James said he told the doc he knew he always had a 
screw loose. 

• Al Stoll is in Room 3 at the skilled Nursing section at the villages at Summerville rehab 
center at the end of West 9th North Street. He has a very hard time hearing so phone 
calls are not easy for him. If visiting before or after lunch is best time.  

• Marvin Miller is at White Oak Manor. 9285 Medical Plaza Dr. Room 117. He is 
answering his cell 843.873.0564. This is behind Trident.  

• Bill & Becky Roberts are living in the Villages, him in Cottage 606 with Becky in the 
Greenhouse Memory Care Unit. His mailing address is: William Roberts, 201 W. 9th 
North Street, Unit 99, Summerville SC 29483-6715. 

• Al & Connie Dempster are in The Bridge of Charleston Assisted Living. Mailing address 
is: Alan Dempster – Room 222, 2590 Elms Plantation Blvd., North Charleston, SC 
29406. Apartment phone – (843) 793-1187. 

• Complete/update your page 2 if you have not done so. 
 
Webmaster – Nick Nichols: 
• If you change your number or drop your home line, please contact either Larry, Nick or 

the COB so that we can make the necessary changes locally and with National. 
• Until told differently, continue to use the website of https://ussubvets.org 
 
Social Media – Lewis Leal: 
• Nothing reported. 
 
Membership – Nick Nichols for Larry Knutson 
• Base Standings [those with more than 200 members]: Charleston is #3 in USSVI 

membership. 
• Groton 1182 - 2) Hampton Roads 286 - 3) Charleston 255 - 4) Bremerton 238 
 
National Awards – Bob Browning 
• Not present. 
 
Scholarship – Tom Lawson III 
• Nothing reported. 
 
Fleet Reserve Association – Ken Hutchison 
• Old Fashioned Navy Breakfast at the FRA will be held on 12 April.  The date has 

changed from March to April. 
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Election Coordinator – Ken Hutchison 
• In May, we will be hold elections for Base Commander and Treasurer.  Nominations are 

needed now for discussion in April.  Any candidates, please advise. 
 
Recreation – Johnny Brown 
• We have had a lot of activities during the last three months.   
• Our next recreation event will be in the June timeframe with a BBQ or a game night at 

the Riverdogs. 
 
NNPTC Liaison – Anthony Mazza 
• NNPTC will be sponsoring the Submarine Birthday Ball on April 5, 2025.  The location 

will be at Trident Tech on Rivers Ave.  It is a large venue and there were 500 tickets 
available, but the tickets are selling fast. 

• You can Google “Charleston Sub Ball” and it will take you to the website for ticket 
purchases. 

• The “Charleston Tuxedo” or Vest uniform are acceptable for this event. 
 
Comptroller – Rick Wise 
• Rick reviewed the 4th Quarter Budget Report that was placed on each table.   
• We exceeded the budget for the float maintenance due to the extent of work that had to 

be done. 
• We also exceeded our Recreation budget with the cost of the Christmas party.  It was, 

after all, a really good party. 
• We still have a $1,160 surplus. 
• Please return copies of the report to Rick. 
 
Nuclear Power School Awards – Phil Nunnally 
• The next graduation ceremony will be held tomorrow, February 14. 
 
Newsletter – Phil Nunnally 
• Nothing to report. 
 
Little David – Phil Nunnally 
• Boards are cut.  Will not be as big of a job as last year, but plans are for either late April 

or early May. 
 
Float Coordinator – Dave Harvey 
• Nothing to report. 
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SC License Plates – Ed Stank 
• Ed has not been able to visit the other bases to press for this effort, but he will soon be 

able to drive again. 
• Ed has received some checks.   
• Plans are to have a raffle for the first submariner license plate. 
• Ed promoted the Moonshine Mountain event in NC which will be in May. 
 
Ambassador USSVCF – Bob MacPherson 
• Bob spoke about the good things that the Charitable Fund does to help SubVets in 

need.  There are ten different areas that the CF has including its own scholarship fund.  
The CF has its own website – ussvcf.org.  

• Bob has a website called TheLeanSubmariner.com, which has about 1,200 stories of 
submarines.  It also has a “How-To” manual which will provide guidance on the CF. 

• Bob talked about how we could benefit others well past our own lifetimes by giving to 
the USSVCF which can be done without getting any lawyers involved.  Bob’s website 
contains info on how to set this up. 

• For those in attendance from other Bases this evening, Bob highly recommended that if 
your base does not have an Ambassador, please find someone to fill that role. 

 
Hunley/Housatic – Tom Holcombe 
• The members of the Confederate Heritage Trust will be holding the annual ceremony at 

Breach Inlet.  They are requesting our men to attend the event on February 17. 
• Tom will be leading a tour of the CSS Hunley tomorrow morning. 
 
Special Events – Tom Holcombe 
• The Amberjack Memorial ceremony, as part of the SER Conference, will be held at the 

DoubleTree hotel beginning at 0900.   
 
PAO – Rafael Guzman 
• Not present 
 
Storekeeper – Woody Woodsmall 
• The Ship’s Store tonight is located at the DoubleTree hotel due to the SER Conference.  

Woody will be at the hotel each day this week minding the store and will see everyone 
of Charleston Base next month. 

 
COB – Greg Landry   
• COB thanked everyone for their attendance tonight and expects to have an enjoyable 

next few days at the SER Conference. 
 
VA – Tom Lawson 
• Nothing reported 
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Vice Commander – Tom Lawson 
• Nothing to report. 
 
Base Commander – Mike Ciesielko 
• Not present. 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
After Battery – Ray Sparks 
• The annual Hog Roast will be held from 30 MAR to 5 APR 2025 
• After Battery is open every Wednesday.  Dinner is at 5 pm. 
• Tomorrow will be the Low Country Boil as part of the SER Conference events. 
 
Flag Retirement Ceremony – Gordon Long 
• A flag retirement ceremony will be held at ParkWay Baptist Church on Saturday 15 FEB.  

It will be officiated by Dr. Russell Kidman – U.S. Army Combat Veteran – 1991 Desert 
Storm and current missionary to our military.  If anyone has a flag that needs to be 
retired, see Gordon after the meeting. 

 
Gun Club – Mike Ciesielko 
• Not present. 
 
VFW Comedy Tour – Rodney McKanna 
• The Summerville VFW Post will host a Comedy Tour on Saturday, 29 March.  Tickets are 

available online. 
 
Drawings & Auctions 
• FRA Drawing – David McNeally 
• Depth Charge Drawing – Ken Nichols  
 
Closing Ceremony 
• Chaplain Nick Nichols led the group in a prayer of Benediction.   
• Vice Commander Tom Lawson announced adjournment of the meeting with a sound of 

three blasts of the diving alarm. 
• Meeting closed at 2011. 
 
 


