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The first Trout (SS-202) was laid down on 28 August 1939 by the Portsmouth (N.H.) 
Navy Yard; launched on 21 May 1940  
 
Trout conducted training operations with Submarine Division 62 until 29 November when 
she stood out of Pearl Harbor to conduct a simulated war patrol off northern Midway.  
During the patrol, the submarine ran submerged from 0500 to 1800 each day. On the 
morning of 7 December, she received word of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.   
 
On 12 January 1942, Trout stood out of Pearl Harbor with 3,500 rounds of ammunition to 
be delivered to the besieged American forces on Corregidor. She topped off with fuel at 
Midway on the 16th and continued westward.   
 

On 3 February, Trout rendezvoused with a torpedo boat off Corregidor and was escorted 
to South Dock. She unloaded the ammunition; refueled; loaded two torpedoes; and 
requested additional ballast. Since neither sandbags nor sacks of concrete were 
available, she was given 20 tons of gold bars and silver pesos to be evacuated from the 
Philippines. She also loaded securities, mail, and State Department dispatches before 
submerging shortly before daybreak to wait at the bottom in Manila Bay until the return 
of darkness. That evening, the submarine loaded more mail and securities before she 
was escorted through the mine fields out to open water. Trout set a course for the East 
China Sea which she entered on the 10th.  
 

On 30 April, Trout attacked two ships off Shimo Misaki but missed both. On 2 May, the 
submarine sank the 5,014-ton cargo ship Uzan Maru. Two days later, she fired a spread 
of two torpedoes at what was thought to be a freighter. The first torpedo missed, but the 
second hit forward of the bridge, sinking the converted gunboat Kongosan Maru. The 
submarine was then subjected to a six-hour depth charge attack before she could clear 
the area.  

 Submarines lost during the month of January 

USS Barbel (SS-316)   4 February 45  81 Souls Lost 

USS Shark (SS-174)  11 February 42  59 Souls Lost 

USS Amberjack (SS-219) 16 February 43  72 Souls Lost 

USS Grayback (SS-208)  26 February 44  80 Souls Lost 

USS Trout (SS-202)  29 February  81 Souls Lost 

5 Boats and 373 Souls lost 

USS Trout (SS-202)   
Sunk on her 11th War Patrol 
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USS Trout (SS-202)   
Sunk on her 11th War Patrol 

5th war patrol. Trout picked up a carrier group consisting of an escort carrier, two  
cruisers, and two destroyers. The submarine closed to 1,500 yards (1,400 m) and fired a 
spread of five torpedoes. She heard two timed explosions and saw the carrier Taiyō slow, 
with smoke pouring out of her starboard side near the water line. Trout heard high-speed 
screws approaching and went to 200 feet (61 m) as a pattern of ten depth charges shook 
her severely.  
 

7th patrol. On 29 December 1942, Trout stood out to sea to patrol the South China Sea 
off North Borneo. The submarine contacted a large tanker off Miri on 11 January 1943 
and launched three torpedoes from a range of 2,000 yards (1,800 m). The first two hit the 
target amidships but the third exploded prematurely. Four minutes later, there was a 
heavy explosion from the direction of the target. Since postwar examination of Japanese 
records shows no sinking, the damaged ship must have managed to limp back to port. 
 

9th patrol — special missions. From 27 May to 20 July 1943, Trout performed a special 
mission during an offensive war patrol to the southern Philippines. She then landed a five
-man U.S. Army team at Labangan, Mindanao.   
 
10th patrol — sub to sub. On 9 September, she fired three bow tubes at a Kaidai-class  
submarine off Surigao Strait. Thirty-five seconds later, there was a loud explosion which 
apparently stopped the target's screws. Trout's sound crew reported a torpedo 
approaching her port beam, and she went to 100 feet (30 m). After she heard a second 
explosion, Trout came to periscope level, but found no sign of submarine which she had 
sunk.[14] On 22 September, one of the remaining Japanese prisoners died of self-
imposed starvation and was buried at sea.  
 

11th and Final patrol. Japanese records examined after the war indicate that one of their 
convoys, Matsu No. 1, was attacked by a submarine on 29 February 1944 in the patrol 
area assigned to Trout. Carrying the 29th Infantry Division of the Kwantung Army from  
Manchuria to Guam, Matsu No. 1 consisted of four large transports escorted by three  
Yūgumo-class destroyers of Destroyer Division 31: Asashimo, Kishinami, and Okinami. 
The submarine badly damaged one large passenger-cargo ship and sank the 7,126-ton 
transport Sakito Maru, which was carrying the Japanese 18th Infantry Regiment, 
including one of the subsequent Japanese holdouts Sakae Ōba. Asashimo detected the 
submarine and dropped 19 depth charges. Oil 
and debris came to the surface and the destroyer 
dropped a final depth charge on that spot. 
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UPCOMING BASE EVENTS 
See www.ussvicb.org for details 

Upcoming Charleston Base Events  
  

Board of Directors Meeting  Feb 6, 2025  FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 
Base Meeting     Feb 13, 2025  FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 
South East Region Conference  Feb13-16, 2025  North Charleston 
Nuc School Graduation   Feb 14, 2025  Nuc Power School Campus 
H.L. Hunley / Housatonic  Feb 17, 2025  Sunrise Presbyterian Church  
Memorial service    (Details below)  Sullivan's Island  

2025 USSVI South East Conference 
13—16 February 2025 

Dave and teams have done the work, now let’s meet other SubVet chapters and 
party! 
• North Charleston SC 
• PRIMARY CONFERENCE HOTEL IS DOUBLE TREE BY HILTON  
• SER Website 
• SER Registration Form 
 

Conference POC: Dave Harvey 
 EMAIL: bigdumydave587@gmail.com 

812.773.1312  

http://www.ussvicb.org/
https://ussvicb.org/SER%20Conference/index.html
https://ussvicb.org/SER%20Conference/admin/registrations/SER%20Registration.pdf
mailto:bigdumydave587@gmail.com
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UPCOMING BASE EVENTS 

NNPTC Graduation 
6 December 2024 

• The Confederate Heritages Trust, Inc. Hunley/Housatonic Memorial Service 
• 1830 Muster at beach 
• 1900 Memorial begins 
• Participant uniform will be Charleston Tuxedo (Blue blazer with dolphins, light 

blue shirt, dark or dolphin tie and khaki pants.) 
• Please bring a warm coat and a small flashlight...it's usually cold & dark on 

the beach 
 
Map to Breech Inlet  

H.L. Hunley Memorial Invitation to all Submariners   
17 February 2025 

• Friday 0900 
• If you plan to attend please contact Phil Nunnally at 843.518.8301 or email 

pbnunnally@gmail.com 
• We will muster at and leave from the NEX parking lot at 0800 

http://www.ussvicb.org/maps/Map%20to%20Hunley%20Memorial%202.jpg


 

6 

It’s a New Year.  Perfect Time to Ensure your Affairs are in Order 

From the Editor 
Contact me at newsletter@ussvicb.org 

https://www.dfas.mil/retireenews  
The newsletter includes important information about making Survivor Benefit 
Plan (SBP) or Reserve Component Survivor Benefit Plan (RCSBP) premiums 
payments. It also provides information about the askDFAS tools that are now 
available to you online. It's COLA (Cost of Living Adjustment) time again and we 
have information on the percentage increase and pay dates. There are also tips 
to help prepare for tax season, and a special spotlight article for Gray Area 
Retirees about VA Waiver/Concurrent Retirement and Disability Pay (CRDP)/ 
Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC).  
 
DFAS Retired and Annuitant Pay Information If you are receiving pay or funds 
through the DFAS My Pay program, you should read this. Tax season is quickly 
approaching and that means you are probably gathering important documents 
and verifying your information is correct. While you have those important 
documents handy, it's a good time to make sure your loved ones know about 
your Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) coverage. You can view your Retiree Account 
Statement (RAS) on myPay to see the type of SBP coverage you selected. 
Make sure that your family knows what the Survivor Benefit Plan is and what 
they will need to do to start payments: https://www.dfas.mil/startsbp  
 
After checking your RAS, if the SBP coverage shown no longer applies to your 
current life situation, please see our website for what steps to take:  
https://www.dfas.mil/changesbp 
 
We also have a new checklist to assist when a military retiree passes away. 
This is a very useful tool that we suggest adding to your important documents. 
Download the PDF here: https://www.dfas.mil/reportdeath  

If may have seen this with your DFAS 2024 statement but wanted to pass along 
these new helpful websites. 
 
Ask DFAS       Gray Area Retiree Information 
 
Retiree Quick Tools   Online Tools for SBP Annuitants 

mailto:newsletter@ussvicb.org
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/newsevents/newsletter/
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/survivors/ApplySBP/
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/provide/sbp/change/
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/survivors/Retiree-Death/
https://www.dfas.mil/dfas/AskDFAS/
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/grayarea/
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/Quick-Tools-for-Retirees-SBP-Annuitants-Survivors/
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/SBPAnnuitants-askDFAS-Online-Tools/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

A video developed and presented by 
Charleston Base PAO Rafael Guzman and 
hosted on the Ussmidwatch.com website  

SUBVET VIDEO YouTube  
 

Spread the Word and Bring New Members to our Base Meeting! 

WHY JOIN SUBVETS CHARLESTON: 
BEYOND CAMARADERIE AND BROTHERHOOD  

“As you probably know I’m very passionate about taking care of Veterans. I’ve 
created a PowerPoint brief that I give via Zoom, so it doesn’t matter where you 
are, so long as you have a computer and internet access, we can connect. I 
probably have given over 150 briefings. My motto is “Veterans don’t know what 
Veterans don’t know and it’s not their fault”. The brief covers VA Benefits and 
how to navigate the VA Healthcare System. If you know of any Veteran who is 
not receiving Federal and State VA benefits or not enrolled in the VA Healthcare 
System, please feel free to give them my email address. I will respond to them 
and set up a date and time for the brief. I have a separate email just for 
this: Veteransfirst18@gmail.com Oh and did I say it’s FREE!!”  

Article provided by shipmate Rusty Pickett by a former shipmate of his called Bill 
Ashton 

Good Information about the VA Healthcare System 

SubVets take First Place in the Mt. Pleasant Christmas Parade! 

Charleston Base Thresher float tied for first place in the Community category for 
Mount Pleasant Christmas parade. Thanks to everyone that helped prepare and 
man the float for both parades.  Tom Holcombe. 
 
[Editor’s Note] Thanks Tom for coordinating this event along with Dave Harvey 
and Dorchester Tech School on the float overhaul.   

https://rtaproductions.com/uss-midwatch
https://youtu.be/txn6XpGJYbE?si=BenzZwzrCeVcEyCQ
https://rtaproductions.com/articles-%26-blogs/f/why-join-subvets-charleston-beyond-camaraderie-and-brotherhood
https://rtaproductions.com/articles-%26-blogs/f/why-join-subvets-charleston-beyond-camaraderie-and-brotherhood
mailto:Veteransfirst18@gmail.com
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Reminder 

The USSVI National Website is https://ussubvets.org 

• Openings for 

 Scholarship Awards Comm 

 Base Historian 

 Non-Nuclear Historian 

 National Awards Coordinator 

Contact the Base Commander, the COB or any officer if you can help 

Opportunities to Serve our Base 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Four Chaplains Day 
3 February 

 
A Day to remember the four U.S. Army chaplains who made the ultimate  

sacrifice when the USAT Dorchester sank during World War II.  

https://ussubvets.org/home.asp
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PAST EVENTS 

SER: Breakfast at the Fleet 

4 January 2025 
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PAST EVENTS 

SER: Shrimp Fest 

11 January 2025 
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PAST EVENTS 

SER: Fish Fry at the Fleet  

18 January 2025 
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PAST EVENTS 

SER: BBQ Dinner at the Fleet  

25 January 2025 
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FUTURE BASE EVENTS 

Hog Roast Week at the After Battery 
29 March—5 April 2025 

• 1300-1800 
• After Battery - Dorchester 
• RSVP to johnny.brown@comcast.net with # oyster eaters/# non-oyster eaters 
• Base provides: oysters, frogmore stew, chili, hotdogs and beverages 
• Bring your favorite oyster roast side dish or dessert to share 

Oyster Roast at the After Battery 
TBD: March 2025 

• More information to come 
• Dinners and events during the week 
• SAT 5 April: Hog Roast in the Swamp 
• Location: After Battery in Dorchester SC 
• 20th Anniversary After Battery Hog Roast – The After Battery Home  

https://theafterbattery.org/hog-roast/
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NON-BASE EVENTS 

Bubblehead Cruise 
**updated contact info below** 

March 2025 

 
I don’t have all the details but saw this Facebook group you can join called 
Bubblehead Cruise.  
 
• Event by Daniel Higgins and Bubblehead Cruise 
• Leaves Cape Canaveral March 3, 2025 
• Duration: 5 days  
• Public  · Anyone on or off Facebook 
• A Caribbean cruise on the Caribbean Princess out of Cape Canaveral, 

March 3, 2025. It's Six nights, and stops at San Juan, PR, Nassau, Grand 
Turk  

• If you don’t have access to Facebook, you can join by contacting 
 Stori Perry  
 Group Specialist and Master Cruise Counselor Vacations To Go 
 sperry@vacationstogo.com 
 Office hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm (US Central Time) 
 US and Canada: 1-800-514-9986 ext. 7541  
 https://www.vacationstogo.com/fastdeal.cfm?deal=11241 

mailto:sperry@vacationstogo.com
https://www.vacationstogo.com/login.cfm?deal=11241
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NON-BASE EVENTS 

 

• Saturday, April 5th, 2025 
• Trident Technical College – College Center Ballroom 
• Doors open @ 1700 
• Ceremony @ 1800 
• Dinner and Dancing @1900 
• Tickets:  

 < E-6 and SubVets $70 
 E-7 to E-8 and O-1 to O-3 $8 
 E-9 and >O-4 $90 

• Open Bar available from 1700-2300 with purchase of $20 wristband 
• Available on EventBrite.com 2025 Charleston Submarine Birthday Ball 
• Dress Code 

 Military: Service Dress Blues or Whites and above. 
 Civilian: Formal Attire 
 SUBVET: Vest Uniform w/Tie or Charleston Tuxedo with blue blazer & 

dolphins 
 
Charleston Base Contact Point: Anthony Mazza atmazza81@gmail.com  

The 125th Submarine Birthday Ball  
5 April 2025 

http://atmazza81@gmail.com/
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 LITTLE DAVID OVERHAUL CONTINUES 

February 2004 
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 LITTLE DAVID OVERHAUL CONTINUES 

February 2004 
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Will Even the Most Advanced Subs Have Nowhere to Hide? 

This is a fairly long article but worth the read. 
 
Article provided by Shipmate Tom Holcombe 
 
Full the full story at Submarine Stealth Vs. AI, Drones, and Sensor Networks - 
IEEE Spectrum  

https://spectrum.ieee.org/submarine-stealth
https://spectrum.ieee.org/submarine-stealth
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On February 8, 2001, Greeneville departed Pearl Harbor at just before 8:00 AM with 16 
civilians. While the submarine left on time, she soon fell behind schedule, reaching her 
dive point at 10:17 AM and submerging. While submerged, the VIPs were provided lunch, 
after which they were supposed to go to the control room and view the vessel’s 
capabilities. The aim was to return to Pearl Harbor by 2:30 PM. 
 
At around 12:50 PM, Ehime Maru departed Honolulu, reaching the area where 
Greeneville was operational. She was picked up on the submarine’s sonar and 
designated “Sierra 13” (S-13). Patrick Seacrest, Greeneville’s fire control technician, 
determined the course, speed and range of the vessel. He also determined Sierra 13 to 
be heading away from Greenville. 
 
Since the VIPs were standing in front of the Contact Evaluation Plot, Seacrest stopped 
updating the system on the vessel’s movements. 
 
Before the USS Greeneville began her maneuvers, Cmdr. Scott Waddle verified there 
were a number of surface vessels in the area, but none were closer than seven nautical 
For 15 minutes, the submarine performed various maneuvers to the delight of the VIPs 
onboard. Once finished, Greeneville went to periscope depth to check for ships or 
obstacles, before performing an emergency dive and blow; she would quickly submerge 
to 400 feet, then surface in a matter of seconds. 
 
The checking of the submarine’s surroundings was rushed, and while S-13 (Ehime Maru) 
closed in on her location, the Japanese vessel wasn’t reported; with Widdle not making 
any visual contacts, Patrick Seacrest thought the system must be wrong. Instead of 
believing the contact was 3,000 yards away and closing in, he reported the distance as 
9,000 yards. 
 
Greeneville submerged and began her ascent to the surface. Two VIPs, John Hall, CEO 
of an oil company, and Jack Clary, a sports writer, were allowed to operate the controls for 
the emergency blow. Clary sat in the helmsman’s chair while Hall controlled the air 
valves, both supervised by Greeneville‘s crewmen. 
 
At 1:43 PM, Greeneville surfaced directly under Ehime Maru, causing a disastrous 
collision. The former’s rudder cut into the Japanese ship’s hull from starboard to port, 
causing the vessel to lose power and begin to sink. From periscope depth, Widdle 
watched as the ship stood almost vertical, sinking in a matter of minutes. 

The Fatal Collision Between the USS Greeneville (SSN-772)  
and the Japanese Ship Ehime Maru 
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The Fatal Collision Between the USS Greeneville (SSN-772)  
and the Japanese Ship Ehime Maru 

After the collision, at 1:48 PM, the USS Greeneville radioed for assistance, and the US 
Coast Guard began a search and rescue operation. It was decided Greeneville wouldn’t 
try to take survivors from Ehime Maru aboard.  
 
At almost 2:30 PM, a Coast Guard helicopter arrived and, seeing survivors in life rafts, 
began a search for anyone who could still be in the water. Shortly after, two boats arrived 
to pick up the stranded crewmen and passengers. At the same time, the media arrived on 
the scene. 
 
There had been 35 people aboard Ehime Maru, of which 26 were rescued, one with 
serious injuries. The other nine were missing. Despite a search by the Coast Guard, the 
US Navy and two Japanese civilian ships, they weren’t located. 
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While largely seen as the third member of the Seawolf-class, Jimmy Carter is 
actually a variant of the general design the other submarines feature. She’s 
100 feet longer than her sister vessels to allow her to serve as a Multi-Mission 
Platform (MMP). This extra length allows her to carry out missions with US 
Navy SEALs and carry remotely operated vehicles (ROV). This, along with 
more advanced technology, make her more cutting edge 
than Seawolf and Connecticut.  
 
Very little is known about the missions conducted by the USS Jimmy 
Carter and her crew; the majority have been classified, with the strictest of 
measures put in place to ensure all information remains top-secret. While this 
alone is enough to pique anyone’s interest, what’s more curious is that the 
submarine has been known to fly the Jolly Roger – the “skull and crossbones” 
flag – when coming into port, signifying that, whatever her missions may 
entail, she’s typically been successful at completing them.  
 
For her service over nearly two decades, Jimmy Carter has been the recipient 
of several awards and decorations. Not only has she received two Battle Es 
(in 2007 and ’12), her crew was also given the Presidential Unit Citation for a 
deployment referred to only as “Mission 7.”  
 
Read the full story at The USS Jimmy Carter (SSN-23) is Just One of Three 
Submarines to Be Named for a Living Person  

USS Jimmy Carter Commissioned  
19 February 2005 

 
USS Parche (SSN-683) Replacement 

Spec Ops Boat 

https://www.warhistoryonline.com/ships/uss-jimmy-carter-ssn-23.html
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/ships/uss-jimmy-carter-ssn-23.html
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100 Veterans Will Serve in Congress at the Start of Next Year 

Eighty-seven of the 189 Republican and Democratic veterans who ran for 
Congress this year won their elections, meaning the start of the next 
congressional session will have more veterans serving than in nearly a 
decade. 
 
Combined with the 13 veterans in the Senate who were not up for reelection 
this cycle, the winners this year will bring the number of veterans in Congress 
to 100 at the beginning of next year. 
 
The results of this year's election point to a slow but steady growth in veterans 
in Congress. That should continue in the coming years because post-9/11 
veterans are aging into Congress and are reversing the trend set by Vietnam 
veterans of those with military experience eschewing runs for office, said Seth 
Lynn, a Marine Corps veteran and executive director of the Veterans 
Campaign, which trains veterans on how to run political campaigns. 
 
Read the full story at 100 Veterans Will Serve in Congress at the Start of Next 

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2024/12/02/100-veterans-will-serve-congress-start-of-next-year.html?ESRC=navy_241203.nl&utm_medium=email&utm_source=navy&utm_campaign=20241203
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Fighting Loneliness and Social Isolation as a Caregiver for Veterans 
    Caring for a Veteran is deeply rewarding but can also be challenging. It's 
easy to become so focused on your loved one's needs that you feel isolated, 
overwhelmed, or disconnected. If this sounds familiar, know that you're not 
alone, and there are many resources to help you connect and thrive in your 
role. 
 
You Are Not Alone 
     Many caregivers share similar struggles. Programs like Building Better 
Caregivers, provide a sense of community, offering comfort, validation, and 
practical support from others who understand what you're going through. 

Connect with Your Local CSP Team 
     Your local VA Caregiver Support Program (CSP) team is a great resource. 
They offer a safe place to share experiences, learn from others, and find 
practical tips for navigation the highs and lows of care-giving. Visit your VA 
medical center to discover opportunities to connect and grow.  

Prioritize Self-Care 
     Loneliness can deepen when you neglect your own needs. Make time for 
hobbies, relaxation, or simply taking a break. Respite care initiatives are 
available to provide temporary relief, so you can recharge and maintain your 
well-being. Remember, taking care of yourself helps you be your best for the 
Veteran you love. 

Seek Mental Health Support 
     If feelings of isolation persist, consider reaching out for mental health 
support. The Virtual Virtual Psychotherapy Program for Caregivers 
(VPPC) offers virtual therapy sessions tailored to caregivers participating in 
the Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers 
(PCAFC). This program provides tools and strategies to manage the unique 
stresses of care-giving. 

     You're not alone in this journey. With the right support, you can find 
balance, connection, and fulfillment in your care-giving role. 
 
Article provided by shipmate Nick Nichols  

Mental Health Care Assistance 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fbuilding*2520better*2520caregivers*2F/1/01000193b1c11ae4-08c8beb0-aeb5-4cb4-bc46-865531a376d8-000000/i_XYROhT2z-grOgi0CRqmnf9QddJJ_Tz2RTYGy3djrY=383__;JSUlJSU!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEqY8mTBr
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fbuilding*2520better*2520caregivers*2F/1/01000193b1c11ae4-08c8beb0-aeb5-4cb4-bc46-865531a376d8-000000/i_XYROhT2z-grOgi0CRqmnf9QddJJ_Tz2RTYGy3djrY=383__;JSUlJSU!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEqY8mTBr
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.caregiver.va.gov*2F/1/01000193b1c11ae4-08c8beb0-aeb5-4cb4-bc46-865531a376d8-000000/k6_WNz--sOTzTsHuuztvMEYVYnxmBS8OX4ULo1EMESs=383__;JSUl!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEqY8mTBrtW-N4OJKAQ!OeihS9
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.caregiver.va.gov*2Fsupport*2FRespite.asp/1/01000193b1c11ae4-08c8beb0-aeb5-4cb4-bc46-865531a376d8-000000/8d_m1oOILC8hZikyNTP6S9YoDsrkvWZaArJ0V9n5y_I=383__;JSUlJQ!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEq
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fnews.va.gov*2F133872*2Fvirtual-psychotherapy-program-for-caregivers*2F/1/01000193b1c11ae4-08c8beb0-aeb5-4cb4-bc46-865531a376d8-000000/YQr9CeaMaTE-Id_U97U8KWe0_NxYS6lz9nA7MG_wo0c=383__;
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fnews.va.gov*2F133872*2Fvirtual-psychotherapy-program-for-caregivers*2F/1/01000193b1c11ae4-08c8beb0-aeb5-4cb4-bc46-865531a376d8-000000/YQr9CeaMaTE-Id_U97U8KWe0_NxYS6lz9nA7MG_wo0c=383__;
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.caregiver.va.gov*2Fsupport*2Fsupport_benefits.asp/1/01000193b1c11ae4-08c8beb0-aeb5-4cb4-bc46-865531a376d8-000000/zwvSusKDXJ1aycS2Iz5fLQzCs8CiXaCthflLkQLsLX8=383__;JSUlJQ!!Bg5easoyC
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.caregiver.va.gov*2Fsupport*2Fsupport_benefits.asp/1/01000193b1c11ae4-08c8beb0-aeb5-4cb4-bc46-865531a376d8-000000/zwvSusKDXJ1aycS2Iz5fLQzCs8CiXaCthflLkQLsLX8=383__;JSUlJQ!!Bg5easoyC
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 Australian Sub News 

AUKUS Submarine Deal: Bad News for the U.S. Navy? 

The AUKUS agreement promises to revolutionize Australia’s submarine fleet with three 
U.S.-built Virginia-class nuclear-powered submarines and the future development of 
the SSN-AUKUS. 

The partnership bolsters Australia’s undersea warfare capabilities and strengthens 
alliances with the U.S. and U.K. However, concerns arise over America’s struggling 
shipyards, already delayed in fulfilling U.S. Navy needs. 

The AUKUS Dilemma: Can U.S. Shipyards Keep Up with Demand? 

On its face, the AUKUS agreement is a winning idea. Three allies merged their human 
capital to produce modern nuclear-powered submarines for the Australians, with the 
United States and the United Kingdom sharing brain power, elbow grease, and ingenuity.  

The trilateral partnership was trumpeted in the media as a new way to increase what I call 
“submarine diplomacy” among the three militaries to improve morale and national prestige 
in Australia. 

Read the full story at AUKUS Submarine Deal: Bad News for the U.S. Navy? - 
19FortyFive  

https://www.19fortyfive.com/2025/01/aukus-submarine-deal-bad-news-for-the-u-s-navy/
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2025/01/aukus-submarine-deal-bad-news-for-the-u-s-navy/
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British submarine secretly tracking a Russian spy ship around undersea cables 
 
The UK has tracked a Russian spy ship in its waters twice in recent months. 
 
In November, a British submarine followed the vessel and surfaced nearby to turn it away 
The UK defense secretary said the Russian ship could be mapping undersea cables and 
gathering intel. 
 

Two months ago, a UK submarine that was secretly tracking a Russian spy ship hanging around 
undersea cables in British waters surfaced close to the vessel, forcing it to leave the area, the 
UK Ministry of Defense said Wednesday.  
 

Healey accused the Yantar of mapping the UK's undersea cables in the area. "Let me be clear, 
this is a Russian spy ship used for gathering intelligence and mapping the UK's critical 
underwater infrastructure," Healey said.  
 
In response, Healey deployed three Royal Navy vessels and a maritime patrol aircraft to shadow 
the Yantar. He also authorized a Royal Navy submarine to surface close to the Russian spy ship 
as a deterrence measure, making "clear that we had been covertly monitoring its every move," 
Healey said.  
 

Russian Sub News 

British Sub News 

Things are far from well with the Royal Navy’s submarines 
 
This has gone beyond ‘all tasks are being carried out’. Time for heads to roll. 
 

That the Royal Navy is stretched very, very thin is now understood. Decades of under-resourcing 
across the board from equipment programmes to support infrastructure to people has caused this. 
Even the poor decisions along the way, and there have been many, have their roots in this culture 
of parsimony. 
 
All the time, the political requirement to say “the Royal Navy is meeting all its tasks” even if that 
requires moving the goalposts to make it so, papers over the issue.  
 
Eventually, the day comes when nothing can hide the fact that you simply can’t carry out your 
operational tasks. With no nuclear-powered attack submarines (SSNs) having been to sea for over 
50 days now, I would say that we are at that point.  
 

The suggestion is that our lack of working SSNs has meant that we have had to call upon our US 
cousins to cover the safe movement of our SSBNs in and out of harbour. The idea is that one or 
more American SSNs may have been tasked to “delouse” a British deterrent sub heading out on 
patrol, making sure that it didn’t pick up a Russian shadower.  
 

Read the full story at Britain's submarines are in crisis, and the US Navy is having to do all the 
work  

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/08/30/us-navy-ssn-royal-nuclear-deterrent-faslane-subs/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/08/30/us-navy-ssn-royal-nuclear-deterrent-faslane-subs/
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Chinese Sub News 

Could this be China’s Type 095 sub for elite undersea warfare? 
 
Read the full story at Could this be China’s Type 095 sub for elite undersea war-
fare?  

Indian Sub News 

India’s navy on Wednesday simultaneously launched a submarine, a destroyer 
and a frigate built at a state-run shipyard, underscoring the importance of 
protecting the Indian Ocean region through which 95% of the country’s trade 
moves amid a strong Chinese presence. 
 
Defense Minister Rajnath Singh said that the Atlantic Ocean’s importance has 
shifted to the Indian Ocean region, which is becoming a center of international 
power rivalry. “India is giving the biggest importance to making its navy powerful 
to protect its interests,” he said. 
 
Read the full story at India's navy launches submarine, warships to guard 
against China's presence in Indian Ocean | AP News  

https://bulgarianmilitary.com/2025/01/10/could-this-be-chinas-type-095-sub-for-elite-undersea-warfare/
https://bulgarianmilitary.com/2025/01/10/could-this-be-chinas-type-095-sub-for-elite-undersea-warfare/
https://apnews.com/article/india-navy-submarine-warships-launch-69c138048bb4202a1a409b0b2353a2f4
https://apnews.com/article/india-navy-submarine-warships-launch-69c138048bb4202a1a409b0b2353a2f4
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What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

Congress Faces Competing Plans to Cover  
Submarine Construction Labor Cost 

When Congress returns to Washington this week, members will again face the multibillion-
dollar question of how to ramp up production of the nation’s strategically important nuclear 
submarine fleet. 
 
The White House is pushing a plan that adds a one-time $7.3 billion adjustment to a short 
term budget gap measure, much of which would be targeted at the Navy’s prime sub 
builder, the Electric Boat Division of General Dynamics in Groton, Connecticut, to cover 
shipyard salary overruns, workforce expansion and efforts to speed production of Columbia 
missile subs. 
 
The alternative plan, initially proposed by the Navy but recently eclipsed by the short-term 
White House spending plan, also would benefit EB financially, as well as the Navy’s 
secondary shipbuilder on the Virginia and Columbia class submarine programs, Huntington 
Ingalls Industries’ Newport News Shipbuilding in Virginia 
 
The plan, known as the Shipbuilder Accountability and Workforce Support, or SAWS plan, 
would give shipyards greater flexibility in addressing a 20% spike in shipyard salaries that 
has occurred for a variety of reasons since the COVID-19 pandemic. Under SAWS, 
shipyards would be allowed to cover salary overruns on submarines under construction by 
accessing contract money awarded in advance for construction of future ships. 
 
Read the full story at Congress Faces Competing Plans to Cover Submarine Construction 
Labor Cost | Military.com  

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2024/12/02/congress-faces-competing-plans-cover-submarine-construction-labor-cost.html?ESRC=navy_241203.nl&utm_medium=email&utm_source=navy&utm_campaign=20241203
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2024/12/02/congress-faces-competing-plans-cover-submarine-construction-labor-cost.html?ESRC=navy_241203.nl&utm_medium=email&utm_source=navy&utm_campaign=20241203
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What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

Submarine Funding Anomaly Insufficient to Get Boats the Navy Wants 

The multi-billion dollar anomaly for submarines in the current stopgap spending bill isn’t 
enough to get the boats the Navy wants under contract, the chief executive officer of the 
nation’s largest shipbuilder said Thursday. 
 

“It’s a step in the right direction,” HII CEO Chris Kastner told reporters of the $5.6 billion in 
the current continuing resolution allotted for the Virginia-class submarines and the 
workforce for the Navy’s nuclear-powered ships. “It just doesn’t solve all the challenges.” 
 

Kastner said he is currently in talks with the Navy, along with General Dynamics Electric 
Boat, about the money in the CR and how to get two Fiscal Year 2024 Block V Virginia-
class boats under contract. The current CR, which keeps the government funded through 
March 14, includes anomalies to fund the Virginia and Columbia programs. Under a CR, 
the Pentagon is restricted to spending at the prior fiscal year’s levels and can’t spend 
money on new start programs. 
 

Cost increases for the two FY 2024 boats – Baltimore SSN-812 and Atlanta SSN-813 – are 
mostly due to an increase in labor costs. Congress appropriated $9.4 billion for the two 
boats in Fiscal Year 2024 and the stop-gap bill added an additional $1.95 billion to cover 
the cost of the two boats. 
 

HII’s Newport News Shipbuilding, General Dynamics Electric Boat and the Navy are 
struggling to ink a deal on 17 planned boats, including the two FY 2024 Virginia-class 
submarines and multi-year procurement contracts for ten Block VI Virginia-class boats and 
five Build II Columbia-class ballistic missile submarines. 
 

“We had been hiring only about five percent of our workers from that,” he said. “We were 
able to improve that to 30 percent. We would like to get that to over 50 percent because 
then you have people coming in the door … they’ve chosen the profession, they have 
some idea of how hard it is, and they still want to do it. They still want to accept the job.”  
 

Read the full story at Submarine Funding Anomaly Insufficient to Get Boats the Navy 
Wants, Says HII CEO - USNI News  

https://news.usni.org/2025/01/09/submarine-funding-anomaly-insufficient-to-get-boats-the-navy-wants-says-hii-ceo
https://news.usni.org/2025/01/09/submarine-funding-anomaly-insufficient-to-get-boats-the-navy-wants-says-hii-ceo
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HII Delivers First Columbia-Class Submarine Stern to GD Electric Boat 

What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

HII’s Newport News delivered the stern of the first Columbia-class ballistic missile 
submarine to General Dynamics Electric Boat over the weekend, HII chief executive officer 
Chris Kastner told reporters Monday. 
 
The stern of the future USS District of Columbia (SSBN-826) left Newport News on the 
specialized barge Holden designed to haul the section up the East Coast and has arrived 
at Quonset Point in Rhode Island, USNI News understands. 
 
The delivery marks a major milestone in the construction of the lead boat in the Columbia-
class nuclear ballistic submarine program, which will replace the Ohio-class submarines as 
the sea-based leg of the nuclear triad. 
 
Newport News builds the stern and the bow sections of the submarines in Virginia, while 
EB builds the mid-section of the boats in Groton, Conn., and Quonset Point, R.I. The 
scheme is an extension of the Virginia-class building arrangement from the start of the 
class. 
 
Read the full story at HII Delivers First Columbia-Class Submarine Stern to GD Electric 
Boat, Says CEO - USNI News  

https://news.usni.org/2024/01/08/hii-delivers-first-columbia-class-submarine-stern-to-gd-electric-boat-says-ceo
https://news.usni.org/2024/01/08/hii-delivers-first-columbia-class-submarine-stern-to-gd-electric-boat-says-ceo
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What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

Navy Plan to Buy 85 New Ships Will Cost $1 Trillion 

The 2025 plan to recapitalize the Navy’s fleet will cost about $40.1 billion annually — 
about double what the service has received from Congress for shipbuilding over the last 
five years, according to the Congressional Budget Office’s annual analysis. 
 

Across the scope of the service’s 30-year plan, the Navy is set to grow from its current 
battle force of 296 manned ships to ships to 381 manned vessels plus 134 unmanned 
surface and subsurface vehicles by 2045, according to the service’s latest fleet structure 
review presented to Congress. 
 

Overall, the net addition of 85 ships to the fleet will cost the Navy $1 trillion, according to 
the CBO analysis. 
 

“The cost of the Navy’s 2025 shipbuilding plan is high not only compared with recent 
funding but also by historical standards. Over the past decade, funding for ship 
construction reached its highest level since the Reagan Administration’s defense buildup 
in the 1980s,” reads the report. 
 

The last five years have seen an average of $27.5 billion annually for shipbuilding, a 
significant increase since the fall of the Soviet Union. 
 

After decades of investing in its shipbuilding industry, China now possesses the largest 
naval fleet in the world by hulls and is delivering new warships much faster than the U.S., 
which has driven concern both in the Pentagon and Congress. Navy leaders want the 
current force to prepare for conflict and have made maintaining the existing fleet a priority 
by 2027. They are planning for a modest three to five percent growth in the shipbuilding 
budget. 
 

Read the full story at Navy Plan to Buy 85 New Ships Will Cost $1 Trillion, CBO Says - 
USNI News  

https://news.usni.org/2025/01/07/navy-plan-to-add-85-news-ships-will-cost-1-trillion-cbo-says
https://news.usni.org/2025/01/07/navy-plan-to-add-85-news-ships-will-cost-1-trillion-cbo-says
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Risks of Military Confrontation in Arctic Increasing,  
Say U.S. and Russian Officials 

What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

The Arctic is “where the confrontation of the world’s leading states is unfolding,” the head 
of the Russian Navy said at a recent forum in St. Petersburg where regional cooperation 
had traditionally dominated the agenda. 
 
“In addition to political and economic measures to contain Russia in the Arctic, unfriendly 
states are increasing their military presence in the region,” said Adm. Aleksandr Moiseev, 
who took command of the Russian Navy in March. He specifically mentioned the United 
States’ re-establishing the Second Fleet in 2018 and the 2021 creation of NATO’s Joint 
Force Command in Norfolk. 
 
Moissev said one reason for the rise in tensions has been Moscow’s suspension from the 
eight-member Arctic Council, following the invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, and the 
placing of economic sanctions on Russian financial institutions, businesses and 
individuals. 
 
The other seven nations in the forum are NATO members. 
 
He added that updated Arctic strategies, including the United States, “enshrine an anti-
Russian focus and also allow for the thesis that the nationalization of the Northern Sea 
Route by the Russian Federation is inadmissible. Also, unfriendly states are increasing 
their military presence in the region.” 
 
Left unchecked, Russia “wants to claim the Arctic as theirs,” Adm. Daryle Caudle, Fleet 
Forces commander, said during a recent online Navy League event. He and Moiseev were 
reflecting on the new dynamics in the region. Examples include Canada which has re-
evaluated its High North Strategy and foreign policy, China has shown increasing 
economic and military interest in the region and new Scandinavian allies reminding NATO 
look north to a major threat to the alliance’s security. 
 
Caudle, speaking as the component commander for Northern Command, said, “my goal is 
for the Navy to have a footprint there” with the capabilities to operate in a region where 
navigation systems are under stress and communications difficult. 
 
Read the full story at Risks of Military Confrontation in Arctic Increasing, Say U.S. and 
Russian Officials - USNI News  

https://news.usni.org/2024/12/25/risks-of-military-confrontation-in-arctic-increasing-say-u-s-and-russian-officials
https://news.usni.org/2024/12/25/risks-of-military-confrontation-in-arctic-increasing-say-u-s-and-russian-officials
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After politics, we all need a little humor 

My resolution in 2024 was to lose 10 pounds...as of 2025, I only have 15 pounds to go.  
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United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Charleston Base 
Minutes of Business Meeting 

14 November 2024 
 
Opening Ceremonies: 
• The November 2024 Base Meeting was called to order by Vice Commander Tom 

Lawson with a quorum of three officers and a total of 48?? members.  The meeting 
started at 1900 with the sound of the diving alarm.  Base Commander Mike Ciesielko 
was not present this evening.  

• The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Vice Commander Tom Lawson and recited by 
the members in attendance.   

• The Invocation and the Tolling of the Boats lost during the month of November was 
given by Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.   

• Submarines lost during the month of November: 
 USS ALBACORE (SS-218) November 7, 1944 - 11th War Patrol   

Lost with all hands - 85 souls 
 USS GROWLER (SS-215) November 8, 1944 - 12th War Patrol   

Lost with all hands - 86 souls 
 USS SCAMP (SS-277) November 16, 1944 - 8th War Patrol   

Lost with all hands - 83 souls 
 USS CORVINA (SS-226) November 16, 1943 - 1st War Patrol   

Lost with all hands - 82 souls 
 USS SCULPIN (SS-191) November 19, 1943 - 9th War Patrol   

Lost with 43 souls – 41 became POWs - 21 survived the war 
 5 Boats and 399 Men Lost 

 
• The Creed of USSVI was read by Vice Commander Tom Lawson. 
• Base Commander Mike Ciesielko welcomed members and guests to the meeting. 
 
Introductions of New Attendees: 
• Three men were at the Charleston Base meeting this evening for the first time. 

 Ed Dubreuil – EM1 – Qualified on USS Pollack SSN603 – NOV 1984 – Also 
served aboard USS Lewis & Clark SSBN644 Gold 

 Jefery Burke – RMCS – Qualified on USS Mariano G Vallejo SSBN658G – SEP 
1977 – Also served aboard USS Francis Scott Key SSBN657B, USS James 
Madison SSBN627G and USS Flying Fish SSN673 

 Steve Harrison – RM2 – Qualified on USS George Washington Carver SSBN656 – 
Also served aboard USS Dace SSN607, USS Kamehameha SSBN642, USS Sam 
Rayburn SSBN635, USS Narwhal SSN671, USS Daniel Webster SSBN626 and 
NCTS Cutler. 

 
Old Business: 
• None 
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New Business: 
• Comptroller – Rick Wise: 

 The 2025 Charleston Base Budget had been previously presented to the Base for 
review.  Rick Wise made a motion with Lou Leal seconding.  The motion passed 
by a show of hands. 

 
• BY-LAWS Change – Base Secretary: 

 Secretary Gordon Long had emailed the proposed change to the entire 
Charleston Base membership for advance review prior to this Base Meeting.  
Gordon explained that the current Base By-Laws Article VI (Dues) lists actual 
dollar amounts and the purpose of this change is to alleviate requiring a vote for 
an amendment to the By-Laws every time there is a change in the Membership 
Dues for National or Base.  This change will eliminate the dollar amounts and 
replace the current Article VI with the following text: 

 
**********New ARTICLE VI – NATIONAL AND BASE MEMBERSHIP DUES*********** 

National Dues are set by USSVI National and will be promulgated on the Membership 
Application form. Base Dues are set by Charleston Base BOD and approved by the 

Base members at a designated meeting for such purpose. 
************************************************************************************************* 

 
• After reading the proposed change to the By-Laws, Gordon made a motion that the new 

text replace Article VI.  The motion was seconded by Phil Nunnally and passed without 
objection. 

 
• Exchange Club Donation – Tom Holcombe: 

 Tom Holcombe spoke about the fact that we had our float in a prime spot at the 
Coastal Carolina Fair for zero cost other than a request that we would consider a 
donation to the Exchange Club of Charleston Foundation [The Fair’s Charity].  
Tom made a motion with Glenn Little seconding for Charleston Base to donate 
$1,000 in appreciation for the space.  

 In discussion, it was noted that we were able to meet and received contact info for 
more than ninety submarine qualified individuals in the local area that had no 
knowledge of our organization’s existence.   

 The motion passed a voice vote resoundingly with no objections. 
 
• SER Seed Money – Nick Nichols: 

 Nick presented the recommendation by the Board that Charleston Base should 
match the $1500 Seed money for the SE Regional Conference, making a motion 
for action.  Glenn Little seconded.  The motion passed. 
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• SER – Dave Harvey 
 Dave outlined the expected costs for the SE Regional Conference: 

 Hotel - $13,000 
 Bus Service - $10,772 
 Cold Cuts - $2,500 
 Buffet at FRA - $3,000 
 Oyster Roast at After Battery - $2,000 
 Dinner at FRA - $3,000 
 Hospitality Room at Hotel - $2,000 
 Door Prizes - $3,000 
 Total Cost: $39,272 

 Dave explained the budget and fund raising for the SER based on expected 
attendance: 

 There are eight fund raisers looking to get $12,000 minimum to $20,000 
maximum.  

 Live Auction - $2,500 
 Seed Money - $3,500 Total 
      Amounts Provided by: $1,500 (National) / $1,500 (Charleston Base) / 

$500 (After Battery) 
 The flyers for the fund raising events are being sent to all FRA and 

Charleston Base members.  The events are open to the public.  
 Dave outlined the ambitious Plan of the Conference. 

 Applications have already been received. 
 It is going to take a lot of help to make this happen and we have a short time 

to do it. 
 Donations of items are being accepted for silent auction and live auction. 
 Dave asked for working committee volunteers.  He listed the following coordinators 

and general duties: 
 Hotel/Conference Coordinator 
 Fund Raising Coordinator 
 Workshop Facilitator 
 Presentation/Promotion Facilitator (PAO) 
 Registration/Application Coordinator 
 Hospitality Room Coordinator 
 Live Auction Coordinator 
 50/50 Team 
 After Battery Coordinator 
 Cold War Memorial 
 Banquet Coordinator 

 
Secretary – Gordon Long: 
• The Minutes from the October Base meeting were emailed to all Base members.  The 

Minutes have also been published on the Base Website for download.  The Minutes 
were approved as presented. 
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Treasurer – Ricky Collins: 
• The Treasurer’s Report for October was published and promulgated on the website.  

There were no revisions.  The report was approved as presented. 
 
Chaplain – Nick Nichols: 
• Highlighted boat of the month:  

 ALBACORE was lost on Nov 7, 1944 with the loss of 85 men when she was sunk 
off northern Hokkaido. Winner of two Presidential Unit Citations, Albacore was on 
her eleventh war patrol and struck a mine while running submerged near a 
Japanese patrol craft that had detected her. 

 
• There are several shipmates and family members who have given me information which 

they wish to be kept confidential at this time. 
• Karen McKanna’s father, Henry Gruber, 95, passed away on Oct. 27th in Illinois. The 

service will be Saturday Nov 2nd. Keep Rodney and Karen in your prayers as they 
travel back home. 

• A.B. Campbell was at Summerville Medical ER last night while I volunteered. He has 
several health issues. He has lost 4 toes on one foot due to neuropathy, has several 
vertebrae collapsing and not long ago he was welding and set his jeans of fire. He didn’t 
feel it because of the neuropathy and discovered it when he smelled the material, and 
his leg, burning. Spent lots of time in the wound care center. 

• Ken Curtis is in the VA hospital admitted because of excess fluid buildup in his body. He 
is on 3B North, bed 8. Ken came home today and is recovering at home. Cards can be 
sent to his home address - 133 Summit Ave., Goose Creek, SC 29445. Bob's text said 
Ken would love some company if any of you can get down to see him. You can call him 
on his cell: 843.906.1880 

• Fred Woodley says he is sorry he has not been very active but is still here!  Still battling 
Prostrate enlargement and just got over another UTI and combined sinus infections 
taking meds for 10 Days and in bed for two days. He goes back to Urologist in March for 
Erocuff test then surgical evaluation. I will try to make the base meeting.  Feel free to let 
other know. Happy Veterans Day! 

• Jim Keller is living in NY for medical treatment. He is 87 and deteriorating rapidly. 
Diagnosis: chronic emphysema (COPD), severe skeletal deterioration with Osteo 
Porosis, Arthritis, and Scoliosis in 2 places in the spine. Doesn’t expect to get back to 
SC again. 

• Jerry Stout will be having surgery on Dec 16. Will be having a left neck dissection to 
remove several cancer inflamed lymph nodes. The cancer near the right kidney is 
shrinking. I will continue on Immune therapy treatment. 

• Bob Browning continues to heal well from the serious hand surgery he had in August. 
• Chris LaForce has had some medical procedures happening. He has A-Fib which 

MUSC has tried to resolve so that he can have some needed oral surgery. 
• Don Meadows is diagnosed with Parkinson’s and skin cancer. Has been having heart 

pains and has started having seizures due to muscular stranding. He would like your 
prayers. 
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• Ronnie Vandiver went into the VA on Oct 21st with his continuing GI problems he’s had 
for several years. Good to see him here at the Base Meeting tonight. 

• Beetle Bailey is recovering from a ruptured hi right quad.  
• Rick Wise is learning to use his new arm with a programable hand.  
• Tom Cyrek was back in VA for a few days but is now in his daughter’s home in West 

Ashley. He is unable to stand or walk. and settled in. Due to his meds the best time to 
call him is early, 1000-1200. His cell is: 843.906.1880 

• Marvin Miller is at White Oak Manor. 9285 Medical Plaza Dr. NEW Room 117. He has a 
phone but cannot hear until he receives new hearing aids. This is behind Trident.  

• Bill & Becky Roberts are living in the Villages, him in Cottage 606 with Becky in the 
Greenhouse Memory Care Unit. His mailing address is: William Roberts, 201 W. 9th 
North Street, Unit 99, Summerville SC 29483-6715. 

• Al & Connie Dempster are in The Bridge of Charleston Assisted Living. Mailing address 
is: Alan Dempster – Room 222, 2590 Elms Plantation Blvd., North Charleston, SC 
29406. Apartment phone – (843) 793-1187. 

• Complete/update your page 2 if you have not done so. 
 
Webmaster – Nick Nichols: 
• If you change your number or drop your home line, please contact either Larry, Nick or 

the COB so that we can make the necessary changes locally and with National. 
• Until told differently, continue to use the website of https://ussubvets.org 
 
Social Media – Lewis Leal: 
• Nothing to report. 
 
Membership – Larry Knutson 
• Not present 
• Nick Nichols provided Base Standings [those with more than 200 members]: Charleston 

is #3 in USSVI membership.  Groton 1164 - 2) Hampton Roads 286 - 3) Charleston 252 
- 4) Bremerton 247 

 
National Awards – Base Commander Mike Ciesielko 
• Not present 
 
Scholarship – TOM LAWSON III 
• Challenge Coins are available. 
• Kraken Rum Auction – Tom Holcombe $30 
• Dolphins to be raffled at the January Base Meeting. 
 
Fleet Reserve Association – Ken Hutchison 
• Not Present 
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Recreation – Greg Landry for Johnny Brown 
• Greg is collecting money for the SubVet Christmas party to be held at the FRA on 6 

DEC.   
• Dinner will include prime rib. 
• Cost is $10.  Proceeds will be used to purchase gift cards and door prizes. 
 
NNPTC Liaison – Anthony Mazza 
• NNPTC will be sponsoring the Submarine Birthday Ball on April 5, 2025.  The location 

will be at Trident Tech on Rivers Ave.   
• The website for ticket purchases is expected to be live in January. 
• NNPTC CMC MMNCM(SW/AW) Cindy Huratiak will be retiring on May 5.  She has 

invited Charleston Base and FRA members to the ceremony, but needs names for 
access.  RSVP via Anthony if you want to attend the ceremony. 

 
Nuclear Power School Awards – Phil Nunnally 
• The next graduation ceremony will be held on December 6.  Be there early at the NEX. 
 
Newsletter – Phil Nunnally 
• Nothing to report. 
 
Little David – Phil Nunnally 
• Nothing to report. 
 
SC License Plates – Ed Stank 
• We finally got enough votes to proceed with the license plates. 
• We got commitment from Golden Corner Base for $600. 
• Charleston Base members have donated $950 for the license plates. 
• Ed will provide a proposal for the plates at the January Meeting. 
 
Hunley/Housatic – Tom Holcombe 
• Still waiting on input from the other organizations for the 2025 ceremony. 
 
Special Events – Tom Holcombe 
• We had a good turnout for the Tolling of the Boats at Coastal Coffee Roasters.  Tom 

thanked everyone that participated in the event. 
• Patriots Point December 7 tolling wreath. 
• Goose Creek Christmas Parade – December 14 
• Mount Pleasant Christmas Parade – December 15 
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PAO – Rafael Guzman 
• Rafael outlined goals for advertising Charleston Base. 
• We have/are working on some new videos.  The first video is things that we did in the 

past.  The second will be what we are currently doing.   
• Social media and streaming video advertisements are the currently effective methods. 
• The videos will be about 1 to 2 minutes long and will eventually be on HULU, Netflix and 

YouTube. 
 
Storekeeper – Woody Woodsmall 
• Woody reported have only two calendars left. 
 
COB – Greg Landry   
• The fair was a great success.  Met a bunch of people.  Many submariners. 
• We need to do it again next year. 
• Be sure to see Dave Harvey about helping with the Convention.  We need all the help 

that we can get. 
 
VA – Tom Lawson 
• Nothing to report. 
 
Vice Commander – Tom Lawson 
• Nothing to report. 
 
Base Commander – Mike Ciesielko 
• Not present. 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
After Battery – RAY SPARKS 
• The Goose Creek Christmas Parade is on the same day as the oyster roast at The After 

Battery. 
• After Battery is open every Wednesday. 
• The Hog Roast will be held from 30 MAR to 5 APR 2025 for long term planning. 
 
Gun Club – Mike Ciesielko 
• Not Present 
 
Report from Fair – Bob ________ 
• Spoke of meeting Stacy Power’s granddaughter at the Coastal Carolina Fair Float 

display 
• A man in a wheelchair stopped by the float display whose Dad was a Medal of Honor 

recipient. 
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Drawings & Auctions 
• FRA Drawing – Roger Gibson 
• Depth Charge Drawing – Bill Green??  
 
Closing Ceremony 
• Chaplain Nick Nichols led the group in a prayer of Benediction.   
• Vice Commander Tom Lawson announced adjournment of the meeting with a sound of 

three blasts of the diving alarm. 
• Meeting closed at 2018. 
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United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Charleston Base 
Minutes of Meeting/Christmas Party  

6 December 2024 
 
 
The December 2024 Base Meeting was substituted by a Christmas Party and was held at 
the Fleet Reserve Association beginning at 1700 where we meet each month for Base 
Meetings. 
 
• Base Commander Mike Ciesielko welcomed everyone and gave a short State of the 

Base Report.  
• Charleston Base is third in national membership with 252 members. 
• He Introduced the DJ and photographer.  The photographer is available to take pictures 

of individuals or groups at the party. 
• Mike introduced the Base Chaplain. 
 
• Base Chaplain Nick Nichols welcomed everyone by wishing them all a Merry Christmas. 
• Nick read the Binnacle List: 

 Our condolences to Johnny Brown whose brother passed away last night. Johnny 
will be traveling home next week. 

 Ken Curtis was diagnosed with Stage 3 kidney disease which is one step from 
needing dialysis. He had just returned home from being in the hospital and is now 
back in the VA because of low hemoglobin count. It was 5.5 when he went in. 

 At the end of the party, the Chaplain reported receiving a text saying Ken was 
home and resting. 

 Many of our members are having serious health problems, some are scheduled for 
surgery after the holidays and many are battling different degrees of cancer. 

 Several of our members have had wives and other close family members pass 
away this year. 

 
• The Tolling of the Boats lost during the month of December was given by Base Chaplain 

Nick Nichols.  
• Submarines lost during the month of December: 

 USS CAPELIN (SS-289) December 2, 1943 – 1st War Patrol       
Lost with all hands – 76 souls 

 USS SEALION (SS-195)  December 10, 1941 – Bombed in Philippine Shipyards – 
First submarine lost in World War II – Loss of 5 souls 

 USS F1/CARP (SS-20) December 17, 1917 – Collision with USS F3 (SS-22) –  
     Loss of 19 souls 
 USS S4 (SS-109)  December 17, 1927 – Rammed by USCGC Paulding –  
     Lost with all hands – 40 souls 
 Four Boats and 140 Men Lost during the month of December 
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• The Chaplain requested for everyone, if able, to stand during the tolling of the bell for all 
shipmates who departed on Eternal Patrol in 2024.  Since our Christmas Party last year 
there have been 8 Charleston Base shipmates who have departed on Eternal Patrol. 

• Senior Chief Hospital Corpsman, Submarines, Robert F. Hopkins,  
• US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol April 5, 2024 
 

 Senior Chief Machinists Mate, Submarines, Donald R. Londergan,  
 US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol April 20, 2024 
 
 Second Class Interior Communations Electrician, Submarines, Steven R. Curtis,  
 US Navy Veteran, Eternal Patrol June 27, 2024 
 
 Senior Chief Electricians Mate, Submarines, Thomas J. Lindberg,  
 US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol July 11, 2024 
 
 Master Chief Torpedomans Mate, Submarines, Thomas S. Beach,  
 US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol August 1, 2024 
 
 Senior Chief Sonar Technician, Submarines, Donald V. Northrop Jr.,  
 US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol August 14, 2024 
 
 Master Chief Radioman, Submarines, William A. Neff,  
 US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol August 22, 2024 
 
 Chief Electricians Mate, Submarines, Thomas L. Cyrek,  
 US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol November 19, 2024 

 Note: Tom’s memorial service will be held on December 27. An email will be 
out this coming week to update everyone. 

 
• Chaplain Nick Nichols offered the Benediction and Blessing for the food. 
• The tables were called from the rear of the room [whoever marked the FRA light 

switches, for some unknown reason labeled that end FWD and the front section AFT], 
where we enjoyed prime rib dinner and fixins.  

• Several Base members provided desserts.  We had a cake to celebrate the evening.  A 
total of 89 were present at the Christmas party. 

• Throughout the evening, Bill – the DJ played plenty of festive songs. 
• Several door prizes were presented throughout the evening. 
• One chair at each table had been marked with a small label, giving that person the 

opportunity to take home the centerpiece. 
• We held a Depth Charge Drawing. 
• At 2000, the doors were opened to the other half of the building where some of our 

members and family participated in some karaoke.   
• [[SECRETARY’S NOTE:  I truly appreciate the input from Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.  

The meeting section of the Christmas party had already occurred prior to my arrival this 
evening.] 



 

 

2O25 USSVI NATIONAL CONVENTION ONLINE REGISTRATION 

2025 USSVI NATIONAL CONVENTION PAPER REGISTRATON 

Registration Fee: $30.00 pp 

Welcome Aboard Party: $35.00 pp 

Holland Club Breakfast: $30.00 pp 

Men’s & Women’s Luncheon: $35.00 pp 

Banquet: $65.00 pp 

Various Tours & Events: prices on the registration form 

 

2025 USSVI NATIONAL CONVENTION HOTEL RESERVATIONS 

$120 Per Night Excluding taxes and fees 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctJ4ULT5Tf7dVPzVeP3ilx0W7jkQKiC6Y106wSIEW4DhrADw/viewform
https://subvetconvention.org/paper-registration-1
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2025-08-29&chain=10237&child=0&config=ORLRS&currency=USD&depart=2025-09-10&group=USSV_2025&hotel=69867&level=hotel&locale=en-US&productcurrency=USD&promo=88984&rooms=1&theme=ORLRS&trifecta=1
https://subvetconvention.org/
https://subvetconvention.org/
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APPLICATION FOR USSVI MEMBERSHIP 
CHARLESTON, SC BASE 

 

OUR PURPOSE:  “To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties 

while serving their country that their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice may be a constant source of 

motivation toward greater accomplishments, and to pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America 

and its Constitution” 
National Annual Dues: [as of 01/01/2025] 

5 yr: $185 3 yr: $113 1 year: $40 

National Life Dues: 

(under 45: $750) (46 to 55: $625) (56 to 65: $450) 

(66 to 75: $300) (76+: $150) 

Charleston Base Annual Dues:  $20 

Charleston Base Life Dues: 

(45-54: $345) (55 to 64: $195) (65+: $120) 

 

Signature:       Date:       /      /      

Name: (Print or Type)       Address:       

City:       State:     Zip+4:       Tel: (      )      

E-Mail Address:       National Life Member #:       

**National Membership Type: Life  Annual         

**Charleston Base Membership Type: Life  Annual         

   ** Must be a national member to be a base member 
 

Biographical Data 
Please provide the information requested below. This information will be retained in the National and/or Base Database 

Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY):      /     /     Date Entered Military (MM/DD/YY):    /   /   

Spouse/Partner:       Date Left Military (MM/DD/YY):    /   /   

Highest Rate & Rating or Rank 
(i.e. ETCS or MMC or LCDR, etc.):       Retired (Y/N):    Year       

Active 
Duty 
(Y/N):       

Qual Boat:       Hull#:       
Qual Date: 
(MM/YY)       

From 
Yr.      to    

Other Boats:       Hull#:       Crew:    
From 
Yr.      to    

      Hull#:       Crew:    
From 
Yr.      to    

      Hull#:       Crew:    
From 
Yr.      to    

      Hull#:       Crew:    
From 
Yr.      to    

      Hull#:       Crew:    
From 
Yr.      to    

      Hull#:       Crew:    
From 
Yr.      to    

Next of Kin if other than Spouse Name:       Relationship: (optional)       

Address:       City:       State:       Zip:       

 

Applicants serving on active duty are requested to provide a permanent address through which they may be contacted 
(Continue on back if necessary) 

 

Upon completion, please send to:   
Make checks payable to:  USSVICB % Larry Knutson, 912 Aleppo Court, Ladson SC 29456-3114 

   

I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to 

abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and Procedures governing the 

U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or 

civil obligations.  I will furnish further proof of my eligibility for Regular or Life 

membership, including an Honorable Discharge and U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if 

required by proper authority. 


