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USS BULLHEAD (SS 332)  
Last Submarine Sunk in WWII 

 
     USS Bullhead (SS-332) was commissioned on 4 December 1944, Comdr. Walter T. 
Griffith in command.  
     On May 16, 1945, she entered the western end of the Java Sea. USS Bullhead (SS-
332) discovered her next victim on the 18th. Once again, she trained her guns on a 700 
ton vessel which sank soon after being hit at the waterline. After a brief refit period, the 
submarine left Fremantle on 31 July to begin her third war patrol. She was to transit 
Lombok Strait and patrol in the Java Sea with several other American and British 
submarines. USS Bullhead (SS-332) rendezvoused with a Dutch submarine, Q 21, on 2 
August and transferred mail to her. Four days later, the submarine reported that she had 
safely passed through the strait and was in her patrol area. 
     No further word was ever received from her, and, on 24 August, she was reported 
overdue and presumed lost. Postwar analysis of Japanese records revealed that a 
Japanese Army plane from the 73rd Chūtai, depth-charged a submarine off the Bali 
coast near the northern mouth of Lombok Stralt on 6 August. The pilot claimed two direct 
hits and reported a gush of oil and air bubbles at the spot where the target went down. It 
was presumed that the proximity of mountains shortened her radar's range and 
prevented USS Bullhead (SS-332) from receiving warning of the plane's approach. The 
submarine went down with all hands. Her name was struck from the Navy list on 17 
September 1945. 
 
NOTE: The first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima on that same day USS 
Bullhead was determined lost, August 6, 1945. 

 Submarines lost during the month of June 

USS BULLHEAD (SS 332)  06 August 45 84 Souls lost  
USS FLIER (SS 250)  13 August 44 78 Souls lost, 13 survived and swam to 
        shore, 5 died ashore, 8 men survived 
USS S-39 (SS 144)  13 August 42  No Souls lost 
USS HARDER (SS 257) 24 August 44  79 Souls lost 
USS COCHINO (SS 345) 26 August 49  No Souls lost 
 

Five Boats and 246 Men Lost 
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UPCOMING BASE EVENTS 
See www.ussvicb.org for details 

Upcoming Charleston Base Events    
  

Board of Directors Meeting  August 1  FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 
Base Meeting     August 8  FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 

( Social Hour—1800) 
NNPTC Graduation    August 16  NWS Exchange Lot 0800 
USSVI National Convention   August 19-24 COD Base Cleveland OH  

PURPLE HEART DAY 
August 7th 

 

Purple Heart Day is observed on Aug. 7 each year and is a time for Americans to 
remember and honor the brave men and women who were either wounded on the 
battlefield or paid the ultimate sacrifice with their lives. Purple Heart Day is also known as 
National Purple Heart Day, Purple Heart Recognition Day, and Purple Heart Appreciation 
Day.  

http://www.ussvicb.org/
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From the Editor 
Contact me at newsletter@ussvicb.org 

Looking forward to hear stories and updates from SubVet members  
that attend the National Convention in Cleveland 

 
The base commander and others made an announcement during the July 
base meeting for the urgent need for a National Awards Chair and Kaps 
for Kids 

Announcements 

Opportunities to Serve our Base 

• Openings for 

 PAO 

 Base Historian 

 Non-Nuclear Historian 

 Kaps for Kids 

 National Awards Coordinator 

Contact the Base Commander, the COB or any officer if you can help 

Reminder 

The USSVI National Website is https://ussubvets.org 

mailto:newsletter@ussvicb.org
https://ussubvets.org/home.asp
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This was mentioned in our July base meeting and in an email from USSVCF 
Vice-President & Executive Director Robert J. Bachman but I am adding it to 
our Newsletter for widest dissemination 

Air Conditioners for our Shipmates in need 

Announcements 

 

 

  

Shipmates, 
This is a chance to live up to our motto Shipmates Caring About 
Shipmates, helping Shipmates Beat the Heat!  
 
 
USSVCF is doing what it can to help shipmates who are burdened 
by the record heatwaves. Contact your Base Commander or  
Ambassador and request them to help you obtain this benefit.  
 
Those contacted are requested to identify members in need 
(name, address, and email) and provide that info by email 
to brotherhood@ussvcf.org. Members will receive a $500 max 
Home Depot e-gift card by email for use in purchasing a window 
air conditioner. Bases involved are requested to provide help to 
members in picking up the A/C units and with installation as 
needed. 
 
 
Fair Winds & Following Seas 
Bob Bachman 
USSVCF  
VP and Executive Director 
vp-ed@ussvcf.org 

  

mailto:brotherhood@ussvcf.org
mailto:vp-ed@ussvcf.org
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FUTURE EVENTS 

See Hunley 19th Annual Oyster Roast Tickets, Fri, Oct 25, 2024 at 7:00 PM | Eventbrite  
for details and from Tom Holcomb as our Hunley/Housatonic contact 

CSS Hunley Oyster Roast 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hunley-19th-annual-oyster-roast-tickets-933408870057
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Charleston Sub Base Christmas Party 
December 6th 

FUTURE EVENTS 
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THE WALL THAT HEALS 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Replica 

 
Location:    Dorchester Heritage 964 Hwy 78, Ridgeville 
Event:    October 17-20 
Wall Arrives:   October 16 
Setup Assistance:  October 17 
More details to come on how our base can help 
See The Wall That Heals - Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (vvmf.org)  and  
The Wall that Heals | Dorchester Heritage Center for details 

FUTURE EVENTS 

https://www.vvmf.org/The-Wall-That-Heals/
https://dorchesterheritagecenter.com/the-wall-that-heals/
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Charleston Base Cookout Pics 
July 13th 

PAST EVENTS 
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Robbie Roberts joined our Savannah River  
Shipmates at the Aiken Base Picnic 

PAST EVENTS 
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 The July Picnic was a Grand Success.  Although it was hot out, there was plenty of 
shade to share, cold refreshments and a nice breeze occasionally to sweep through.  We 
had members attend from the Denizens and Palmetto bases as well.  
Submarine Noteworthy History for the Month of August 
 
3 1958 - USS Nautilus (SSN 571) becomes the first submarine to cross the "top" of the 
world during Operation Sunshine when the boat passes under an arctic ice cap at the North 
Pole. "For the world, our country, and the Navy - the North Pole," declared the boat's 
commanding officer, Cmdr. William R. Anderson. The mission had been personally 
authorized by President Eisenhower as a response to the USSR's Sputnik program. 
 
4 Coast Guard Birthday 
 
6 1945 – Atomic bombing of Hiroshima Japan 
 
7 Purple Heart Day 
 
9 1945 - Following the Aug. 6 atomic bombing of Hiroshima, a second atom bomb is 
dropped on Japan at Nagasaki, eventually resulting in Japan's unconditional surrender. 
 
13 1777 - A spar torpedo made by David Bushnell is used unsuccessfully against HMS 
Cerberus, off New London, Conn. Bushnell and his brother, Ezra, also designed the first 
submersible vessel: Turtle. Two ships have been named after David Bushnell, USS 
Bushnell (AS 2), 1915-1940 (renamed Sumner), and USS Bushnell (AS 15), 1943-1980. 
 
14 1945 – V-J Day 
 
17 1942 - The submarines USS Nautilus (SS 168) and USS Argonaut (SM 1) land more 
than 200 Marines on Makin Island, Gilbert Islands, in the first amphibious attack made from 
submarines. 
 
26 1775 - The R.I. delegates press the Continental Congress for creation of a 
Continental Navy to protect the colonies due to the harassment of shipping by the British. 
 
30 1929 - At New London, Conn., 26 men test the Momsen lung to exit an intentionally-
bottomed submarine. The device was created by Lt. C.B. Momsen following the failure to 
save surviving crew members trapped in USS S-4 (SS 109) that sank after a collision with 
Coast Guard cutter USS Paulding in 1927. 

Notes from the COB 
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Ray Bryant's Wedding  

Fair Winds and Following Seas! 

A Charleston Base Shipmate Is Married! 
     A couple of months ago Ray Bryant, who has been a member of 
Charleston Base since 2014, informed the members he was moving to the 
northwest corner of Georgia and getting married. He has done both and asked 
that we let base members know. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-- 
Hello to all my friends and shipmates at Charleston Base. Our wedding 
ceremony was a joy. We were married on June 9, 2024 at our church, Harvest 
Baptist Church of the Deaf. 
     I am definitely getting the better end of this deal! 
     Here is a link to our wedding which was held at the end of the morning 
church service. Also a couple of pictures of the wedding. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/2Fqsrefg5G4?si=Ll_BoAbHZNaDh4XH 
 
Our new address is Ray & Debbie Bryant, 20 Marsh Avenue, Trion, Georgia 
30753 

https://www.youtube.com/live/2Fqsrefg5G4?si=Ll_BoAbHZNaDh4XH
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Ray Bryant's Wedding  



 

14 

 SUBMARINER MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS 

   COMMANDER LAWSON PATERSON "RED" RAMAGE 

• RANK: COMMANDER (HIGHEST RANK: VICE ADMIRAL) 

 

• CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR II 

 

• UNIT/COMMAND:U.S.S. PARCHE 

 

• MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. NAVY 

 

• MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: JULY 31, 1944 

 

• MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: OFF TAIWAN 

 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 

duty as commanding officer of the U.S.S. Parche in a predawn attack on a Japanese 

convoy, 31 July 1944. Boldly penetrating the screen of a heavily escorted convoy, Comdr. 

Ramage launched a perilous surface attack by delivering a crippling stern shot into a 

freighter and quickly following up with a series of bow and stern torpedoes to sink the 

leading tanker and damage the second one. Exposed by the light of bursting flares and 

bravely defiant of terrific shellfire passing close overhead, he struck again, sinking a 

transport by two forward reloads. In the mounting fury of fire from the damaged and sinking 

tanker, he calmly ordered his men below, remaining on the bridge to fight it out with an 

enemy now disorganized and confused. Swift to act as a fast transport closed in to ram, 

Comdr. Ramage daringly swung the stern of the speeding Parche as she crossed the bow 

of the onrushing ship, clearing by less than 50 feet but placing his submarine in a deadly 

crossfire from escorts on all sides and with the transport dead ahead. Undaunted, he sent 

three smashing "down the throat" bow shots to stop the target, then scored a killing hit as a 

climax to 46 minutes of violent action with the Parche and her valiant fighting company 

retiring victorious and unscathed.  

The submarine community has eight Medal of Honor recipients. This is the seventh of eight 
in this series. 
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 COMMANDER LAWSON PATERSON "RED" RAMAGE 
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WWII Submarine History this month 

I am continuing a series to list all submarine activity during WWII in each 

corresponding month. It’s important to not only list and honor submarines lost 

during the month but also our successes. I hope you find this series rewarding. 

 

• August 1 1944.  USS Puffer (SS 268) damages Japanese oiler, Sunosaki, northeast of 

Borneo.  

• August 4 1943. USS Finback (SS 230) sinks Japanese cargo ship Kaisho Maru in the 

Java Sea off the north coast of Java while USS Seadragon (SS 194) damages 

Japanese transport Kembu Maru east of Ponape.  

• August 5 1944. USS Barbel (SS 316) sinks Japanese merchant passenger-cargo ship, 

Miyako Maru, off Tokuno Jima. 

• Also on this date, USS Cero (SS 225) attacks a Japanese convoy off Minanao and 

sinks oiler, Tsurumi, in Davao Gulf.  

• August 8 1942. USS Narwhal (SS 167) sinks Japanese crab boat, Bifuku Maru, 

southeast of Shiriya Saki. 

• Also on this date, USS S-38 (SS 143) sinks Japanese transport, Meiyo Maru, at the 

southern entrance of St. George Channel, between New Britain and New Ireland.  

• Also on this date, USS Silversides (SS 236) attacks a Japanese convoy emerging from 

Kobe Harbor and sinks freighter Nikkei Maru in Kii Strait.  

• August 12, 1944. USS Pompon (SS 267) and USS Puffer (SS 268) attack Japanese 

convoys and damage and sink Japanese destroyers.  

• August 13, 1945. USS Atule (SS 403) sinks Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.6 and 

damages Coast Defense Vessel No.16 off Hokkaido.  

• Also on this date, USS Torsk (SS 423) sinks Japanese merchant cargo ship, Kaiho 

Maru.  

• August 14, 1945. USS Spikefish (SS 404) sink the Japanese submarine (I 373), in the 

Sea of Japan.  

• Also on this date, USS Torsk (SS 423) sinks Coast Defense Vessel (No.13), and Coast 

Defense Vessel No.47.  

• August 16, 1944. USS Croaker (SS 246) sinks Japanese auxiliary minesweeper, Taito 

Maru.  

• August 17, 1942. The submarines USS Nautilus (SS 168) and USS Argonaut (SM 1) 

land more than 200 Marines on Makin Island, Gilbert Islands, in the first amphibious 

attack made from submarines.  

• August 19, 1943. USS Finback (SS 230) sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine 

chaser (No.109) off the eastern Celebes.  
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• August 22, 1944. Submarines Haddo (SS 255) and Harder (SS 257) encounter three 

Japanese escort vessels off the mouth of Manila Bay. Haddo sinks Sado 35 miles west of 

Manila; Harder sinks Matsuwa and Hiburi about 50 miles west-southwest of Manila.  

• August 23, 1944. USS Haddo (SS 255) torpedoes Japanese destroyer Asakaze as the 

enemy warship is escorting tanker, Niyo Maru, 20 miles southwest of Cape Bolinao, 

Luzon, Philippine Islands. Asakaze later sinks near Dasol Bay after attempts at salvage 

fail.  

• Also on this date, USS Tang (SS 306) attacks a Japanese convoy off Honshu, sinking 

cargo ship, Tsukushi Maru off Hamamatsu.  

• August 25, 1944. USS Picuda (SS 382), in attack on Japanese convoy at the western 

entrance to the Babuyan Channel, sinks destroyer Yunagi 20 miles north-northeast of 

Cape Bojeador, Philippines and merchant tanker Kotoku Maru.  

• August 27, 1944. USS Stingray (SS 186), after being depth charged and lightly worked 

over while reconnoitering the designated spot lands a party of one Filipino officer, 14 

men and 60 percent of the supplies earmarked for delivery to guerilla forces at Saddle 

Rock, Mayaira Point, on northwest shore of Luzon. Heavy Japanese shipping in the 

vicinity compels Stingrays departure before all stores land.  

• August 29, 1944. USS Jack (SS 259) attacks Japanese convoy H3 and sinks 

minesweeper W28 and army cargo ship, Mexico Maru, northwest of Menado, Celebes.  

WWII Submarine History this month 
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Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of 
Independence? 
• Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and tortured before they died. 
• Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. 
• Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary Army; another had two sons 
• captured. 
• Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War. 
They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor. 
 
What kind of men were they? 
Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven were merchants, nine were farmers and large 
plantation owners; men of means, well educated, but they signed the Declaration of 
Independence knowing full well that the penalty would be death if they were captured. 
 
Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas 
by the British Navy. He sold his home and properties to pay his debts, and died in rags. 
 
Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family 
almost constantly. He served in the Congress without pay, and his family was kept in hiding. 
His possessions were taken from him, and poverty was his reward. 
 
Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, 
Heyward, Ruttledge, and Middleton. 
 
At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson, Jr., noted that the British General Cornwallis had 
taken over the Nelson home for his headquarters. He quietly urged General George 
Washington to open fire. The home was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt. 
Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed his wife, and she 
died within a few months. 
 
John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying. Their 13 children fled for 
their lives. His fields and his gristmill were laid to waste. For more than a year he lived in 
forests and caves, returning home to find his wife dead and his children vanished. So, take 
a few minutes while enjoying your 4th of July holiday and silently thank these patriots. 
It's not much to ask for the price they paid. Remember: freedom is never free! 
It's time to remember that patriotism is not a sin, and the Fourth of July has more to it than 
beer, picnics and baseball games. The 4th of July is fast approaching and a 
reminder of the sacrifices our Founding Fathers endured is appropriate at this time. We owe 
a great debt of gratitude to them as we do all our men and women that have served in the 
military, especially the families that lost loved ones in our wars. We should not vilify them; 
we should honor them. 
 
Thanks to Shipmate Nick Nichols for passing this along.  

“The 56 Brave” 
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What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

Vote 2024! 

I know I’m preaching to the choir when I ask for everyone to vote but there is 
one number in the 2020 presidential election that concerns me and I doubt it’s 
the number you’re thinking about. I know the electoral college matters more than 
total votes but... 
 
• Biden       81 million 
• Trump      74 million 
• Other      4 million  
• Registered voters    168 million, 9 million did not vote 
• Voting age Americans in 2020 252 million  
 
That means only 63% of Americans voted and this is typical. 93 million 
Americans didn’t give a damn in 2020 and 2020 was not a unique year. 
 
I wish I had an answer for this issue but I don’t, just very concerned for our 
country’s future. 
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Introduction  
The Navy has been procuring Virginia-class nuclear powered attack submarines (SSNs) 
since FY1998. The Navy’s envisaged successor to the Virginia-class design is the Next-
Generation Attack Submarine, or SSN(X). The Navy’s FY2024 budget submission 
envisaged procuring the first SSN(X) in FY2035. The Navy’s FY2025 budget submission 
defers the envisaged procurement of the first SSN(X) from FY2035 to FY2040 due, the 
Navy states, to limitations on the Navy’s total budget.  
 
Virginia-Class Program  
When procured at a rate of two boats per year, Virginia- class SSNs (Figure 1) equipped 
with the Virginia Payload Module (VPM) have a current estimated procurement cost of more 
than $4.5 billion per boat. For additional information on Navy submarine programs, see 
CRS Report RL32418, Navy Virginia-Class Submarine Program and AUKUS Submarine 
(Pillar 1) Project: Background and Issues for Congress, by Ronald O'Rourke, and CRS 
Report R41129, Navy Columbia (SSBN-826) Class Ballistic Missile Submarine Program: 
Background and Issues for Congress, by Ronald O'Rourke. 
 
Design of the SSN(X)  
The Navy states that the SSN(X) “will be designed to counter the growing threat posed by 
near peer adversary competition for undersea supremacy. It will provide greater speed, 
increased horizontal [i.e., torpedo-room] payload capacity, improved acoustic superiority 
and non-acoustic signatures, and higher operational availability. SSN(X) will conduct full 
spectrum undersea warfare and be able to coordinate with a larger contingent of off-hull 
vehicles, sensors, and friendly force. 
 
Navy officials have stated that the Navy wants the SSN(X) to incorporate the speed and 
payload of the Navy’s fast and heavily armed Seawolf (SSN-21) class SSN design, the 
acoustic quietness and sensors of the Virginia-class design, and the operational availability 
and service life of the Columbia-class design. These requirements will likely result in an 
SSN(X) design that is larger than the original Virginia-class design, which has a submerged 
displacement of about 7,800 tons, and possibly larger than the original SSN-21 design, 
which has a submerged displacement of 9,138 tons. Due to technological changes over the 
years for improved quieting and other purposes, the designs of U.S. Navy submarines with 
similar payloads have generally been growing in displacement from one generation to the 
next. 
 
See the entire story at  Report to Congress on SSN(X) Next-Generation Attack Submarine - 
USNI News  

What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

Report to Congress on SSN(X) Next-Generation Attack Submarine 

https://news.usni.org/2024/07/25/report-to-congress-on-ssnx-next-generation-attack-submarine-4
https://news.usni.org/2024/07/25/report-to-congress-on-ssnx-next-generation-attack-submarine-4
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What’s going on in politics and the Navy? 

VFW VA Voluntary Service program  

The VFW VA Voluntary Service program offers a unique level of support and experience 
that only an organization with a strong service history like ours can provide. From 
experienced VFW mentors with a clear understanding of VA infrastructure and providing the 
support you need, to national recognition for volunteer accomplishments and dedication, 
we're here to ensure sure you get the most out of your volunteer service experience. 
 
With over 6,000 regular volunteers at over 150 health care facilities, our volunteer 
representatives perform a vital role at VA health care facilities nationwide. We can help 
identify volunteer opportunities that align with your interests, such as sports and recreation, 
social work, arts and music, personal assistance, writing, chapel services, companionship, 
transportation and escort services and so much more. 
 
Locate and reach out to your local volunteer representative and get involved with the VFW's 
VA Voluntary Service program today!  

VA Cybersecurity Breach 

CHC announced that “a substantial portion of the people in America” could have had some 
protected health information leaked as a result of this incident. While there is no 
confirmation that Veteran data was leaked as a result of this incident, we want to provide 
you with all of the information that you could need to protect yourself.  
Here’s what you need to know: 
• CHC is offering credit monitoring for all impacted individuals. CHC will provide two years 

of free credit monitoring and identity theft protections for those impacted. You can call 1-
866-262-5342 or visit the dedicated UHG/CHC website at http://changecybersupport.com 
to learn more. 

• VA has general fraud protection information available to you. There are always steps that 
you can take to protect yourself against fraud and identity theft, and VA has resources 
available to you. General information on how to protect yourself from fraud is available 
at Protecting Veterans From Fraud | Veterans Affairs (va.gov). This includes a fraud 
protection toolkit, frequently asked questions, information about how to be vigilant about 
scams, and much more. 

 
See all details at What you need to know about the Change Healthcare cyber breach - VA 
News  

https://vfworg-cdn.azureedge.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/VFW-VA-Volunteer-Service-Representatives_11-16-2015.pdf?la=en&v=1&d=20231101T200027Z
https://news.va.gov/130672/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-change-healthcare-cyber-breach/
https://news.va.gov/130672/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-change-healthcare-cyber-breach/
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After politics, we all need a little humor 
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After politics, we all need a little humor 
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From the Webmaster: 

 

Shipmates don’t get caught with not having a valid retiree and dependent ID card. They are 

changing.  

     Recently I was sitting beside a retired shipmate when I opened my wallet to pay for lunch. He saw 

my retiree ID card and mentioned to me that it would be expiring at the end of next year and I will be 

required to get a new one. I promptly told him my card was Indefinite and I was keeping it until I no 

longer needed one. He showed me his new USID card [like the one in the picture] that all retirees and 

family members are being required to get.  

     Long story short I called the ID office at the CHS NWS and found that both of us WILL NEED TO 

CHANGE OUR CARDS by 31 December 2025. If you do not have the new one you will be denied 

access to literally everything you use/need your current card for. 

     You can go online to access the RAPIDS ID Card Office Online. Here you can make a 

reservation at the closest ID office to have the new card made. As I said I called the CHSNWS office 

[843.794.2171] and was told they do take walk-ins. We went that morning, hit it at good time and in 

less than an hour we had our new cards. 

 

REPLACE THOSE MILITARY RETIREE ID CARDS WITH 

“INDEFINITE” EXPIRATIONS BEFORE 2026 

 
New cards also now work at TSA Airport Checkpoints.  

     The DOD encourages all military retirees and military family members who have 

identification cards with indefinite expiration dates get the new next generation of the USID 

card as soon as is convenient. The older, paper-based, green hued ID cards will be phased 

out and replaced with the next-generation IDs, which are more durable and have enhanced 

security features, by December 31, 2025. 

     The new IDs and the active duty’s Common Access Cards now work at Transportation 

Security Administration security checkpoints at all U.S. airports.  

     For updated information on the card visit CAC.Mil 

     To locate and make an appointment at a RAPIDS location near you go 

to: IDCO.DMDC.OSD.MIL 

https://idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/
https://www.cac.mil/
https://idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/
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From the Webmaster: 
 
 
  

Important Changes to Access Your Social 

Security Account! 

 

     Soon you will no longer be able to sign in to your online Social Security account 

using your Social Security username and password. To access Social Security online 

services, including my Social Security, you will need to create a Login.gov or ID.me 

account.   

     This change simplifies your sign-in experience and aligns with federal 

authentication standards while providing safe and secure access to our online 

services.   

     If you are one of the millions of account holders who already use Login.gov or 

ID.me account to sign in, you do not need to take any action.  

     To transition your account, please go to “Sign in” at the top of our website and 

select “Sign in with Social Security Username.” After successfully signing in you will 

be asked to create an account with Login.gov. Login.gov has 24/7 customer phone 

and chat support to answer your questions and, if needed, help you with creating your 

account.  

     After you successfully link your Social Security username with your new Login.gov 

account, you will see a confirmation screen and be directed to the service you were 

attempting to access. You can start using your new Login.gov account to access 

Social Security online services immediately. Your old Social Security username will no 

longer be available.  
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From the Webmaster:  
 
Prepare for VA’s secure sign-in changes 

     In 2025, you’ll need to start using a Login.gov or ID.me 

account to sign in. 

Why this matters to you 

     We’re moving to a simpler, more modern sign-in experience with 2 secure sign-in account 

options (Login.gov and ID.me). After January 31, 2025, you won’t be able to sign in to VA 

websites or apps with a My HealtheVet user ID and password. After September 30, 2025, you 

won’t be able to sign in with a DS Logon username and password. 

What you can do 

Create a Login.gov or ID.me account now 

     We encourage you to create a Login.gov or ID.me account now. If you already have one of 

these accounts but haven’t yet used it, start now so you have time to get used to it before the 

change. With Login.gov or ID.me, you’ll have access to all the same information and services 

you use today. 

What’s changing for VA sign-in accounts in 2025? 

     We’re moving to a simpler, more modern, sign-in experience in 2025, with 2 secure sign-in 

account options (Login.gov and ID.me). 

Here’s what will change for Veterans and beneficiaries like you: 

     After January 31, 2025, you won’t be able to sign in to VA.gov, VA mobile apps, or other VA 

online services with a My HealtheVet user ID and password. After September 30, 2025, you 

won’t be able to sign in with a DS Logon username and password. 

 You’ll have 2 sign-in account options that meet modern security standards: 

a Login.gov or ID.me account. You’ll be able to use your account to sign in to VA.gov, VA 

mobile apps, and any other VA online service to manage your VA benefits and care.  

You’ll need to use a unique email address and set up multifactor authentication for your 

account as part of the requirements of both Login.gov and ID.me. 

Will I have to add multifactor authentication with this change? 

     Yes. Both Login.gov and ID.me require multifactor authentication (MFA) as part of the 

account set-up process. This extra layer of protection helps us make sure that it’s you trying 

to use your sign-in account—and not someone pretending to be you.  

     Multifactor authentication is a common practice for many websites and apps. You may already 

use it to access your email, bank account, or social media accounts.  

     When you set up your Login.gov or ID.me account, you can choose the multifactor 

authentication option that works best for you. 

What if I don’t want to get a Login.gov or ID.me account? 

     It’s always your choice whether you want to get an account. Your choice won’t affect your 

eligibility for VA benefits or health care in any way. If you don’t get 

a Login.gov or ID.me account before we remove the My HealtheVet and DS Logon sign-in 

options, you won’t be able to access your VA information or manage your benefits and care 

online. But you can always manage your VA benefits and health care by phone, by mail, or in 

person. 

Prepare For VA’s Secure Sign-In Changes | Veterans Affairs  

https://www.va.gov/initiatives/prepare-for-vas-secure-sign-in-changes/
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.United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Charleston Base 
Minutes of Business Meeting  

13 June 2024 
 
 
Opening Ceremonies: 
• The Jun 2024 Base Meeting was called to order by Base Commander Mike Ciesielko 

with a quorum of four officers and a total of 42 members.  The meeting started at 1902 
with the sound of the diving alarm.   

• The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Vice Commander Tom Lawson and recited by 
the members in attendance.   

• The Invocation and the Tolling of the Boats lost during the month of June was given by 
Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.   

• Submarines lost during the month of June: 
USS HERRING (SS-233) June 1, 1944 – 8th war patrol 
     Lost with All Hands – 83 Souls 
USS R-12 (SS-89)  June 12, 1943 –  
     practice torpedo approach near Key West FL  
                                               Lost with 42 Souls – 21 Survivors  
USS GOLET (SS-361) June 14, 1944 – 2nd war patrol  
     Lost with All Hands – 82 Souls 
USS BONEFISH (SS-223)    June 18, 1945 – 8th war patrol  
     Lost with All Hands – 85 Souls 
USS S-27 (SS-132)   June 19, 1942 –  grounded off Amchitka Island AK 
   No Loss of Life  
USS O-9 (SS-70)   June 20, 1941 – foundered off Isle of Shoals NH  
                                               Lost with All Hands – 33 Souls 
USS RUNNER (SS-275) June 30, 1943 – 3rd war patrol  
   Lost with All Hands – 78 Souls 

Seven Boats and 403 Men Lost 
• The Creed of USSVI was read by Vice Commander Tom Lawson. 
• Base Commander Mike Ciesielko welcomed members and guests to the meeting. 
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Admiral Osborn Scholarship Award: 

• Carl congratulated the Base members for the contributions to the Scholarship Fund 

which totaled more than $13,000 this year.   

• The committee had received three applications this year, but one missed the 

requirement of being a current year high school graduate. 

• The Scholarship Committee Members – Chairman Carl Chinn and Marty Sessler 

presented two awards.  Only one was presented in person: 

• Reagan Peppler – Granddaughter of Johnny/Susan Brown – Graduated from Cane 

Bay High School where she was captain of her volleyball team, in the band, in choir 

and Student Council as VP and Treasurer.  She was inducted into National Honor – 

She was accepted at Trident Technical College and University of South Carolina.  She 

will attend Trident Tech for two years and then transfer to University of South Carolina 

with a major in Hospitality.  A photo of Reagan with her family members was taken to 

record the occasion. 

• The other recipient will receive her award separately: 

• Elizabeth Chinn – Granddaughter of Carl/Connie Chinn – Lives in Simpsonville, SC – 

Graduate of Greenville Technical Charter High School – She was accepted at Clemson 

University, Anderson University, Presbyterian College, College of Charleston, Belmont 

Abbey, Winthrop University, Wingate University and Western Carolina University.  She 

will attend Clemson University majoring in Elementary Education.  With the forty credit 

hours she has already earned while attending high school, she expects to obtain her 

Master’s Degree in four years. 

• Carl thanked his wife – not in the room – for all the work that she did for the 

Scholarship Committee. 

• Base Commander Mike Ciesielko congratulated the Scholarship Committee for great 

effort this year. 

• The guests were dismissed for the remainder of the meeting. 

 

Introductions of New Attendees: 

• Two men were at the Charleston Base meeting this evening. 

• Leo Chiasson – LCDR – Qualified on USS George Bancroft SSBN643 – 1984 – Also 

was Plankowner aboard USS Nevada SSBN733 and Plankowner aboard USS 

Maryland SSBN738. 

• Howard Snyder – CWO3 – Qualified on USS Sarda SS488 – 1959 – Also served 

aboard USS Thomas A Edison SSBN610 

 

Old Business: 

• None 
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Secretary – Gordon Long: 
• The Minutes from the May Base meeting were emailed to all Base members.  The 

Minutes have been published on the Base Website for download.  There was a 
question about the date of the Minutes which were distributed.  The Minutes were 
found to be correct.  There were no changes, additions or deletions.  The Minutes were 
approved as written. 

 
Treasurer – Base Commander for Ricky Collins: 
• The Treasurer’s Report for May was published and promulgated on the website.  There 

were no revisions.  The report was approved as presented. 
 
Chaplain – Nick Nichols: 
• Highlighted boat of the month:  

 USS Bonefish (SS-223) lost on June 18, 1945 with the loss of 85 men when 
sunk near Suzu Misaki. Winner of 3 Navy Unit Citations, Bonefish departed 
Guam for her 8th war patrol as part of a submarine group for operations in the 
Sea of Japan. On the morning of 18 June Bonefish received permission to 
conduct a patrol of Toyama Wan, Honshu. After sinking a passenger-cargoman, 
Bonefish was subjected to a savage depth charge attack. She was never heard 
from again. 

 
• There are several shipmates and family members who have given me information 

which they wish to be kept confidential at this time. 
• John Francis “Frank” Cook, Jr., Commander, U.S. Navy retired, 85, departed on 

Eternal Parol on Monday, June 3, 2024 in Charleston, SC. He graduated the Naval 
Academy class of 1963. He was a Commanding Officer of the USS Henry Clay before 
his retirement in 1983. Frank was not a USSVI member. 

• Donna Rutter, wife of Gene Rutter, Tarheel Base Chaplain, fell on June 3rd, fractured 
her humerus bone, dislocated her left shoulder, and has massive bruising over her left 
back, down her left arm, and a bruise mark under her chin, and a lot of pain. Please 
keep both Donna and Gene in your thoughts and prayers. 

• Bill ‘Robby’ Roberts will be having surgery on July 8th at MUSC to correct the leaking 
aneurysm he’s had for a long time. Expects to be there overnight. His niece will take 
him and take care of Becky while he’s in the hospital. 

• Mike Emerson had right shoulder reversal surgery on Tuesday, 11 June. The Doctor 
said it’s in and out the same day if there are no problems.  

• Johnny Brown had an infection being treated with antibiotics and then tested positive 
for Covid just before Memorial Day. He now believes it was a false positive caused by 
the meds he was taking. 

• Glenn Little was diagnosed with pneumonia after Memorial Day and is doing better. 
• Rick Wise had a PET scan on Tuesday 4 June. His results Scan showed no visible 

signs of cancer but has two vague areas. He had a bronchoscopy on 11 June to get 
biopsies and will hear the results the week of 17 June. He has also received his 
prosthetic arm and is learning how to use it. 
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• Ken Curtis was in the VA at the end of May due to some heart issues but is now 
home. Still needing to do infusions. 

• Fred Woodley has recovered from a serious UTI and sepsis in early April; however, his 
bladder has a narrowing of canyon walls and will have to be watched. Other point of 
concern is increased PSA.  

• Tom Cyrek is at home with a home health nurse coming by each day. Due to his 
Parkinson's meds, if you call do so between 1200-1400 so as not to interfere with his 
evening meds. His wife Gloria had hip surgery and currently has the help she needs 
but may need our future help to get Tom to his doctor appointments 

• Jerry Stout C-Scan results show no new cancer and a significant shrinkage of both 
tumors on kidney and center chest lymph node in excess of 60 %. Will continue on 
single dose of Optivo Immune therapy every month until further notice.  

• Al Dempster and his wife, Connie, are in The Bridge of Charleston Assisted Living. His 
mailing address is: Alan Dempster – Room 222, 2590 Elms Plantation Blvd., North 
Charleston, SC 29406. They have a phone in their apartment – (843) 793-1187. 

• Thom Beach has moved back to Summerville and is at the Blake at Carnes 
Crossroads. He is in room 108. His dialysis days are Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
Visitors are welcome. The address is 4015 2nd Ave., Summerville SC 29486. 

• John Glave is a retired MMCS and a USSVI MAL HC living in Williston, SC. He 
qualified on the IREX SS482 in 1964 and also served on POLK, DANIEL BOONE, 
DACE, RAY, BLUEFISH, and SKIPJACK. He recently had a stroke and several mini-
strokes. The doctors have given him only a few months. Robby Roberts gave me this 
info and said if you know him or want to just talk to him you can call him at 803-624-
7086 

• Complete/update your page 2 if you have not done so. 
 
Webmaster – Nick Nichols: 
• If you change your number or drop your home line, please contact either Larry, Nick or 

the COB so that we can make the necessary changes locally and with National. 
• Until told differently, continue to use the website of https://ussubvets.org 
 
Social Media – Lewis Leal: 
• Not present. 
 

Membership – Larry Knutson 
• Base Standings [those with more than 200 members]: Charleston is #3 in USSVI 

membership. 
• Groton 1140 - 2) Hampton Roads 275 - 3) Charleston 254 - 4) Bremerton 238 

 
National Awards – OPEN 
• The position is open. 
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Scholarship – Carl Chinn 
• With the two awards presented, it is time to start working on next year. 
• The raffle for the German U-Boat model will conclude at the end of tonight’s meeting.   
• Challenge coins are available for $12.  At the end of the meeting we have a drawing 

which requires possession of a challenge coin. 
• On June 30, Rusty Bull Brewery located at 3005 Montague Avenue will have a Pint 

Night.  Every beer that is sold will net $1 for the Scholarship Fund.  They also food 
available.  Right next door is Charleston Axe Throwing. 

 
Fleet Reserve Association – Ken Hutchison 
• The FRA has reelected Ken as President. 
• The Memorial Brick for Stacy Power is in place in the foyer.  
 
Recreation – Johnny Brown 
• We had a good time at the River Dogs game on May 24.  The SubVets were 

recognized over the PA.   
• In October, we will have a picnic at Marrington.  More info later. 
 
NNPTC Liaison – Anthony Mazza 
• Anthony had eight Submarine Ball glasses available to give away.  The glasses were 

gone in short order. 
 
Base Comptroller – Rick Wise/Tom Holcombe 
• [SECRETARY’S NOTE: Turnover of position from Rick to Tom is in progress.] 
 
Nuclear Power School Awards – Phil Nunnally 
• Not present. 
• Ed Stank will present the Legacy Award at the next NPS graduation. 
 
Newsletter – Phil Nunnally 
• Not present. 
 

Little David – Phil Nunnally 
• Not present. 
 
SC License Plates – Ed Stank 
• Ed is going to Columbia to talk to the Base there. 
• The plate is a Submarine – not SubVet plate. 
• SC requires $6,800 to set up the plate 
 
Special Events – Tom Holcombe 
• Tom advised everyone of Freedom Fest at Locklear Park on Friday June 28.  The 

event will start at 1800.  
• The fireworks will start after dark. 
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PAO – OPEN 
• The position is open. 
 
Storekeeper – Woody Woodsmall 
• USSVI 60TH patch/coin (individual or sets) are available. 
• SUBVET Edition Vehicle Emblems are available. 
• Veteran Flag lapel pins are available. 
• Submarine magnets are available. 
 
COB – Greg Landry   
• We will have a picnic at The After Battery on 13 JULY.  Request all bring sides. 
• Greg questioned why the SC bases have not been already working together on the 

license plates. 
• Base Commander Mike Ciesielko recommended that we attend events of other bases 

to promote camaraderie.   
• The main goal is to increase membership. 
 
Kaps4Kids – Ken Hutchison 
• Ken recommended that we restart K4K. 
• BC suggested that maybe someone at NNPTU would be willing to do this function.  This 

would be a “Chief Maker”.  We will check with all of the hospitals.  Anthony will check at  
NNPTU. 

 
VA – Tom Lawson 
• Nothing to report. 
 
Vice Commander – Tom Lawson 
• Nothing reported. 
 
Base Commander – Mike Ciesielko 
• Mike thanked everyone for attendance tonight.   
 
Good of the Order 
 
Carolina Celebration of Liberty – Nick Nichols 
• Nick advised everyone of the annual event at First Baptist Church in Columbia on 

Sunday, 30 June.  
• Tickets are free, but required.  Nick will send more info on email. 
 
Summerville Elks Lodge – Woody Woodsmall 
• The Elks Lodge will conduct a Flag Presentation and Folding Ceremony on 15 June. 
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Nuclear Historian – Rick Wise 
• UNNATURAL LAWS: 

 Murphy’s Law – Whatever can go wrong, WILL.  Commentary: Murphy was an 
optimist. 

 Unspeakable Law – As soon as you mention something, if it’s good, it goes away 
– If it’s bad, it happens. 

 Hal’s Law – Every man has a scheme that will not work.   
 Victorious Observation – The other line moves faster.   
 The Law of Selective Gravity – An object will fall in such a way as to do the most 

damage.  Jennings Corollary: The chance of the bread falling with the buttered 
side down is directly proportional to the cost of the carpet. 

 Segal’s Law – A man with one watch knows what time it is.  A man with two 
watches is never sure. 

 Wise’s Observation:  After age seventy, any medical tests performed will raise 
more questions than answers and lead to more tests. 

 
After Battery – Steve Nelms 
• Buddha provided an update on The After Battery:   

 Dave Harvey has installed new RV electrical outlets.   
 The work shop has been converted to a bunk room. 

• Open on Wednesday and Saturday starting at 1000 each day. 
• Johnny Brown / Dave Harvey have put a lot of work into the facility. 
 
Gun Club – Mike Ciesielko 
• Nothing reported. 
 
Drawings & Auctions 
• German U-Boat Model – Mike Ciesielko 
• Challenge Coin Display Cabinet Auction – Tom Lawson $35 
• Book – Thunder Below (Hardback) Auction – Ken Hutchison $25 
• Book – Blind Man’s Bluff (Hardback) – Willy Williams $25 
• Challenge Coin Drawing (Booze) – Nick Nichols won but said to auction – Greg Landry 

$25 
• FRA Drawing – Bill Freligh  
• Depth Charge Drawing – Julian Villegas  
 
Closing Ceremony 
• Chaplain Nick Nichols led the group in a prayer of Benediction.   
• Base Commander Mike Ciesielko announced adjournment of the meeting with a sound 

of three blasts of the diving alarm. 
• Meeting closed at 2009. 


