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Submarines lost during the month of June

USS S-28 (SS-133)4 04 July 44 49 Souls lost

USS ROBALO (SS-273) 26 July 44 81 Souls lost, 77 men lost due to the
sinking, 4 died as POW'’s

USS GRUNNION (SS-216) 30 July 42 70 Souls lost

THREE Boats and 200 Men Lost

USS GRUNNION (SS-216)

Commissioned at the Submarine Base, New London, Conn., on 11 April 1942, Lt.
Cmdr. Mannert L. Abele in command, Grunion began her post-commissioning work-up in
the waters off New London on 13 April 1942.

On 28 July 1942, Grunion began patrolling the exits of Kiska Harbor. Two days later,
on 30 July, she reported heavy enemy anti-submarine patrols in the area. Given that
only ten torpedoes remained on board the boat, Navy officials ordered Grunion to return
to Dutch Harbor. En route the next morning, she sighted the freighter Kano Maru and
fired a two-torpedo spread at 0547, one of which struck and damaged the enemy vessel.
Unfortunately, she missed her target with a lone torpedo fired ten minutes later, and two
of the three the boat fired at 0607 failed to detonate after striking the Maru. According to
Japanese records, as Grunion attempted to surface and engage the freighter in a
surface action, an 8-centimeter shell fired by Kano Maru struck Grunion’s conning tower,
sinking her.

The Navy reported Grunion and her crew of 70 submariners overdue from patrol and
presumed lost on 5 October 1942. Several months later, on 10 May 1943, Secretary of
the Navy Frank Knox awarded Lt. Cmdr. Abele the Navy Cross, posthumously, for
extraordinary heroism displayed during Grunion’s 15 July 1942 attack on Ch 25 and Ch
27.

Decades later, greatly assisted by information gathered by Abele’s sons Brad, Bruce,
and John, during a four-year investigation into the loss of their father’s boat, in
2007 Project Lost 52, led by explorer Tim Taylor located the wrecked hull of a submarine
without her bow section they believed to be Grunion. After an extensive examination of
the historical and underwater archaeological data by the Naval Historical Center (now
the Naval History and Heritage Command), Rear Adm. Douglas J. McAneny,
ComSubPac, confirmed the boat’s discovery in a statement issued on 2 October 2008.
Over ten years later, Project Lost 52 announced the discovery of Grunion’s bow on 30
July 2019.



UPCOMING BASE EVENTS
See www.ussvicb.org for details

Upcoming Charleston Base Events

Independence Day July 4 FRA Indoor Picnic
Board of Directors Meeting None Cancelled in observance of 4 July
Base Meeting July 11 FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek
( Social Hour—1800)
Charleston Base Picnic July 13 After Battery

INDEPENDENCE DAY
July 4th

On July 4th, 1776 the United States laid down its claim to be a free and
independent nation by adopting the Declaration of Independence. Today,
Independence Day is celebrated and honored in many forms such as
fireworks, BBQs and parades. It is an opportunity for Americans to express
patriotism and love of country including reflecting on the sacrifices from those
in the military.

Independence Day will be officially observed on Thursday, July 4, 2024,
our nation’s 247th birthday.



http://www.ussvicb.org/

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

The words in the Declaration of Independence can be viewed at Declaration of
Independence: A Transcription | National Archives
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https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript

CHARLESTON BASE PICNIC
July 13th

CHARLESTON BASE SUBVETS
July 13, 2024

1100 Start (Food served to 1800)

The After Battery in Dorchester

FLYER for all information

Menu: Hamburgers — Hotdogs - Potato Salad - Cole Slaw - Baked Beans
Beer, Sodas, and Water provided.

Bring your favorite Cookout Side Dish / Dessert

BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS

Please RSVP cbreccomm@comcast.net with # of attendees



https://www.ussvicb.org/events/240713_CB_Cookout_AftBatt.pdf
mailto:cbreccomm@comcast.net

From the Editor
Contact me at newsletter@ussvicb.orqg

Whether you are spending your day with family, friends or veteran’s,
I’'m wishing everyone a Happy Independence Day!

FREEDOM FEST
June 28th

| couldn’t make this year’s Freedom Fest. | hope all who made it
had a great time. | will post more information and pictures in next
month’s newsletter.



mailto:newsletter@ussvicb.org

OTHER EVENTS

o There will be an indoor
41'2: o’ picnic at the Fleet on
U Thursday, July 4 at 12:00
| noon
Announcements

Opportunities to Serve our Base
« Openings for
o PAO
o Base Historian
o Non-Nuclear Historian
o Kaps for Kids
o National Awards Coordinator

Contact the Base Commander, the COB or any officer if you can help

Reminder

The USSVI National Website is https://ussubvets.orqg



https://ussubvets.org/home.asp

2024 SCHOLORSHIPS AWARDS

The United States Submarine Veterans, Charleston Base presented four scholarships
through their Admiral James B. Osborn Memorial Scholarship Fund. The awards were
presented by the Scholarship Committee (Carl Chinn, chairman and Marty Sessler) at
their regular meeting, June 13, 2024. Scholarship recipients below were awarded $5,000
each.

The Admiral James B. Osborn Memorial Scholarship is funded by the Charleston Base
of the United States Submarine Veterans, Incorporated through donations and various
fund raising activities. The scholarship(s) will be awarded to Tri-County high school
senior(s) and disbursed as a one-time minimum $500 award payable to the recipient. If
sponsor is a Charleston Base member the county requirement need not be met.

Reagan Peppler

— lives in Charleston, SC, granddaughter of Johnny and Susan Brown. Parents are
Jennifer Peppler and Colin Wieringa. Reagan is a graduate of Cane Bay High School in
Summerville. She played volley ball (named Captain); played in the band, sang choir and
was on Student Council serving as Vice President and Treasurer. Also inducted into the
National Honor Society. Reagan was accepted to Trident Technical College and the
University of South Carolina. She will attend Trident Tech for 2 years and then transfer to
the University of South Carolina, majoring in Hospitality.



2024 SCHOLORSHIPS AWARDS

Elizabeth Chinn

- lives in Simpsonville, SC, granddaughter of Carl and Connie Chinn. Parents are Cory
and Hollie Chinn. Elizabeth is a graduate of Greenville Technical Charter High Schooal,
Greenville, SC. This is a dual enrollment school that allows students to earn college
credits. She was a member of the National Honor Society, Beta Club, Phi Theta Kappa
Honor Society and was on the Greenville Technical College Dean'’s List. In high school
she earned 40 credit hours from Greenville Tech that will transfer to her college selection.
As a side note...Elizabeth was in a graduating class of 125; the class earned a total of 7.2
million dollars in scholarships (plus this one they didn’t know about). Elizabeth was
accepted to Clemson University, Anderson University, Presbyterian College, College of
Charleston, BelImont Abbey, Winthrop University, Wingate University, Hawaii Pacific
University and Western Carolina University. She will attend Clemson University where she
will major in Elementary Education. Elizabeth will be able to earn her Master's Degree in
4 years.



SUBMARINER MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS

The submarine community has eight Medal of Honor recipients. This is the sixth of eight in
this series.

COMMANDER RICHARD HETHERINGTON O'KANE

+ RANK: COMMANDER (HIGHEST RANK: REAR ADMIRAL)

+ CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR I

« UNIT/COMMAND:U.S.S. TANG SS-306

« MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. NAVY

« MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 23 - 24, 1944

« MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: VICINITY OF FORMOSA STRAITS, PHILIPPINE
ISLANDS

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of
duty as commanding officer of the U.S.S. Tang operating against two enemy Japanese
convoys on 23 and 24 October 1944, during her fifth and last war patrol. Boldly
maneuvering on the surface into the midst of a heavily escorted convoy, Comdr. O'Kane
stood in the fusillade of bullets and shells from all directions to launch smashing hits on
three tankers, coolly swung his ship to fire at a freighter and, in a split-second decision,
shot out of the path of an onrushing transport, missing it by inches. Boxed in by blazing
tankers, a freighter, transport, and several destroyers, he blasted two of the targets with his
remaining torpedoes and, with pyrotechnics bursting on all sides, cleared the area. Twenty-
four hours later, he again made contact with a heavily escorted convoy steaming to support
the Leyte campaign with reinforcements and supplies and with crated planes piled high on
each unit. In defiance of the enemy's relentless fire, he closed the concentration of ships
and in quick succession sent two torpedoes each into the first and second transports and
an adjacent tanker, finding his mark with each torpedo in a series of violent explosions at
less than 1,000-yard range. With ships bearing down from all sides, he charged the enemy
at high speed, exploding the tanker in a burst of flame, smashing the transport dead in the
water, and blasting the destroyer with a mighty roar which rocked the Tang from stem to
stern. Expending his last two torpedoes into the remnants of a once powerful convoy
before his own ship went down, Comdr. O'Kane, aided by his gallant command, achieved
an illustrious record of heroism in combat, enhancing the finest traditions of the U.S. Naval
Service.
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WWII Submarine History this month

| am continuing a series to list all submarine activity during WWII in each
corresponding month. It's important to not only list and honor submarines lost
during the month but also our successes. | hope you find this series rewarding.

« July 21944, USS Barb (SS 220) bombards Japanese installations on Kaihyo Island,
Japan in the first successful use of rockets against shore positions.

« July 51942. USS Growler (SS 215) torpedoes and sinks the Japanese destroyer,
Arare, in the Salmon Lagoon, off Kiska. In the attack, USS Growler damages
destroyers Kasumi and Shiranui.

« July 6 1944. USS Paddle (SS 263) attacks a Japanese convoy northwest of Halmahera
and sinks destroyer Hokaze off Sangi Island.

« Also on this date, USS Sealion (SS 315) attacks a Japanese convoy in the East China
Sea and sinks merchant passenger cargo ship Setsuzan Maru off Ningpo, China.

« Also on this date. USS Tang (SS 306) sinks Japanese freighter Dori Maru in Chosen
Bay.

« July 10 1945. USS Runner (SS 476) sinks the Japanese minesweeper (No.27) off Tado
Saki, Honshu.

« July 11 1944, USS Sealion (SS 315), in the Yellow Sea off the west coast of Korea,
near Shosei Jima, sinks two Japanese freighters

o July 151942. USS Grunion (SS 216) sinks the Japanese submarine chasers (25 and
26) off Kiska, Aleutian Islands.

o July 17 1944. USS Gabilan (SS 252) sinks Japanese minesweeper (W 25) northwest
of Zenizu, Japan.

« July 20 1945. USS Threadfin (SS 410) sinks the Japanese minesweeper (W 39)
northwest of Mokpo, Korea.

o July 24 1942. USS Narwhal (SS 167) sinks Japanese guardboat No.83 Shinsei Maru,
at Utsutsu Bay, Hokkaido. USS Narwhal also sinks freighters Nissho Maru off Etorofu
Maru, Kuril Island, and Kofuji Maru off Oito.

« July 27 1943. USS Scamp (SS 277) torpedoes and sinks the Japanese submarine (I
168), which had sunk USS Yorktown (CV 5) and USS Hammann (DD 412) at the Battle
of Midway, south-south-west of Truk. USS Scamp also damages the Japanese oiler,
Kazahaya.

o July 29 1944, USS Balao (SS 285) shells and sinks Japanese sampan (No.7) Nissho
Maru about 100 miles off Palau. USS Drum (SS 228) sinks Asahi Maru with gunfire in
the same general area, and takes survivors prisoner.

« Also on this date, USS Perch (SS 313) sinks Japanese guardboat Kannon Maru I-Go
in the Philippine Sea, east of Dinagat Island.




What’s going on in politics and the Navy?

Senators Quiz Navy Leaders on Proposed
Sea-Launched Nuclear Cruise Missile

The questions on how to modify Virginia-class attack submarines to install nuclear-armed
sea-launched cruise missiles and how much the changeover would cost are not easily
answered, the Navy’s director of strategic systems programs told a key Senate panel this
week.

Vice Adm. Johnny Wolfe on Wednesday, “we’ve started to look at that” and “we’ve asked for
flexibility.” He added, “it would be premature to give a cost estimate of the modification.”

Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.) wondered if the modification meant “we would be giving up
something we really need” — torpedoes against a larger navy for a weapon meant for
deterrence. He also questioned the cost to other strategic weapon programs if the project
moves forward.

Read the entire article at Senators Quiz Navy Leaders on Proposed Sea-Launched Nuclear
Cruise Missile - USNI News

House Appropriation Bill Funds Single Virginia-class Sub for 2025

In a split from the House Armed Service Committee, the House defense appropriators
wants to buy a single Virginia-class nuclear attack submarine in a draft of the Fiscal Year
2025 defense spending bill.

The bill, released on Tuesday, funds a $31.6 billion shipbuilding budget that includes two
Flight 11l Arleigh Burke guided-missile destroyers, one San Antonio-class amphibious
warship and the single Virginia-class attack boat that the Navy asked for in its budget
submission. Additionally, the bill prevents the decommissioning of three ships.

Read the entire article at House Approps Bill Funds Single Virginia-class Sub, Cuts Landing
Ship Medium in 4 Warship Buy - USNI News
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What’s going on in politics and the Navy?

Virginia-class submarine program

The Navy has been procuring Virginia (SSN-774) class nuclear-powered attack submarines
(SSNs) since FY1998, and a total of 40 have been procured through FY2024. From FY2011
through FY2024, they have been procured at a rate of two per year. When procured at that
rate, they have an estimated procurement cost of about $4.5 billion each. Although they
have been procured at a rate of two boats per year, the actual production rate has fallen
short of 2.0 boats per year, and since 2022 has been limited by shipyard and supplier firm
workforce and supply chain challenges to about 1.2 to 1.4 boats per year, resulting in a
growing backlog of boats procured but not yet built. The Navy and industry are working to
increase the Virginia-class production rate to 2.0 boats per year by 2028, and subsequently
to 2.33 boats per year, so as to execute the two-per-year procurement rate, replace three to
five Virginia-class boats that are to be sold to Australia under the AUKUS submarine (Pillar
1) project (see below), and reduce the accumulated Virginia-class production backlog.
Congress has appropriated billions of dollars of submarine industrial-base funding to
support this effort.

AUKUS submarine (Pillar 1) project

In September 2021, the Australian, UK, and U.S governments announced a significant new
security partnership, called AUKUS. Pillar 1 of AUKUS is a project to (1) rotationally deploy
four U.S. SSNs and one UK SSN out of a port in Western Australia; (2) more significantly,
sell three to five Virginia-class SSNs to Australia and subsequently build three to five
replacement SSNs for the U.S. Navy; and (3) have the United States and UK provide
assistance to Australia for an Australian effort to build additional three to five SSNs of a new
UK-Australian SSN design to complete a planned eight-boat Australian SSN force.
Congress approved enabling legislation for Pillar 1 as part of its action on the FY2024
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) (H.R. 2670/P.L. 118-31 of December 22, 2023).
The potential benefits, costs, and risks of implementing (2) and (3) can be compared with
the potential benefits, costs, and risks of an alternative of procuring up to eight additional
Virginia-class SSNs that would be retained in U.S. Navy service and operated out of
Australia along with the U.S. and UK SSNs that are already planned to be operated out of
Australia under.

Read details of each article at Report to Congress on Virginia-class Submarine Program,
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After politics, we all need a little humor

A young sailor came back to his sub after liberty leading a skunk on a
leash.

As he approached the brow, the OOD said, “Whoa, there, son! You can'’t
bring that skunk on board!”

The sailor said, “But, sir, he’s friendly. And the guys would love to have a
mascot.”

The OOD said, “Think, sailor! What about the smell?”

The sailor thought for a moment and replied, “Well, sir, | got used to it. The
skunk will, too.”

l\N[l THEN THEDUMB;NUB [i[lES
lOl]I(ING FORISEALS{INTHEISHRET l\llEV'
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.United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Charleston Base
Minutes of Business Meeting
9 May 2024

Opening Ceremonies:

The May 2024 Base Meeting was called to order by Base Commander Mike Ciesielko
with a quorum of four officers and a total of 57 members. The meeting started at 1902
with the sound of the diving alarm.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Vice Commander Tom Lawson and recited by
the members in attendance.
The Invocation and the Tolling of the Boats lost during the month of May was given by
Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.
Submarines lost during the month of May:
+ USS LAGARTO (SS-371) May 3, 1945 — 2nd War patrol
Lost with All Hands — 86 Souls
+ USS SCORPION (SSN-589) May 22, 1968 — returning from deployment
Lost with All Hands — 99 Souls
+ USS SQUALUS (SS-192) May 23, 1939 — during test dive
33 survivors — 26 Souls Lost
+ USS STICKLEBACK (SS-415) May 30, 1958 — under tow off Hawaii
NO LOSS OF LIFE
+ FOUR Boats and 211 Men Lost
Machinist Mate Senior Chief, Submarines
Donald Ross Londergan, US Navy Retired
Departed on Eternal Patrol on April 20, 2024

The Creed of USSVI was read by Vice Commander Tom Lawson.
Base Commander Mike Ciesielko welcomed members and guests to the meeting.

Holland Club Award Presentation:

Base Commander Mike Ciesielko called John Lookabill to assist

Base Commander Mike Ciesielko read the text of the USSVI National award for new
Holland Club member Dana Johnson.

John Lookabill presented the Holland Club hat.

The event was recorded with a photograph with family members following presentation
of the citation.

Introductions of New Attendees:

No new guests were at the Charleston Base meeting this evening.
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Old Business:

« Election Coordinator Ken Hutchison conducted the Elections of Vice Commander and
Secretary.

« There were three nominees for Vice Commander already on the ballot: Incumbent Tom
Lawson, Ed Stank and Willy Williams. There was one nominee for Secretary: Incum-
bent Gordon Long. Nominees for both offices were requested from the floor, but none
were added. The nominations for Vice Commander were and Secretary were closed.

. Being unopposed, Gordon Long was reelected as Secretary by acclamation.

. Ballots were collected and counted by Election Coordinator Ken Hutchison.

. Later in the meeting, Ken announced that Tom Lawson was also reelected for the office
of Vice Commander.

. Following Committee Reports, Base Chaplain Nick Nichols conducted the swearing in
ceremony of Tom Lawson and Gordon Long for the offices of Vice Commander and
Secretary respectively.

New Business:
« None

Secretary — Gordon Long:

« The Minutes from the April Base meeting were emailed to all Base members. The
Minutes have been published on the Base Website for download. There were no
changes, additions or deletions. The Minutes were approved as written.

Treasurer — Base Commander for Ricky Collins:
« The Treasurer’s Report for April was published and promulgated on the website. There
were no revisions. The report was approved as presented.

Chaplain — Nick Nichols:
. Highlighted boat of the month:
+ USS STICKLEBACK (SS-415) was LOST ON May 30, 1958 with no loss of life.
STICKLEBACK sank off Hawaii while under tow after collision with USS Silver-
stein (DE-534). The entire crew was taken off prior to sinking.

There are several shipmates and family members who have given me information which

they wish to be kept confidential at this time.

« MMCS(SS) Donald Ross Londergan, 85, USN Ret., departed on Eternal Patrol on April
20th at the Cypress Square retirement community in Summerville. Don joined the Navy
in 1957 and retired in 1975 after 18 years of service. He was a member of USSVI Na-
tional [2012], a member of Charleston Base [2012], and a member of the Holland Club
having been qualified for 67 years. Don qualified on ODAX SS-484 in 1957. He also
served on TRUTTA SS-421, THOMAS JEFFERSON SSBN-618, GEORGE BAN-
CROFT SSBN-643, SUNFISH SSN-649, GEORGE WASHINGTON SSBN-598, GRAY-
LING SSN-646 and HUNLEY AS-31. As noted in the obituary, a private memorial with
immediate family is planned.
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MSCM(SS) Thomas Henry Peterson, Ill, 82, USN Ret, departed on Eternal Patrol on
April 24, 2024 in Summerville. Thomas was a 30-year veteran retiring as a Command
Master Chief. He was a member-at-large of USSVI but was not a Charleston base
member. Thomas qualified on SEA ROBIN SS-407 in 1967. He also served on
DOGFISH SS-350, THOMAS JEFFERSON SSBN/SSN-618 and MARIANO G
VALLEJO SSBN-658. His service was held on April 27.

MTCS(SS) Dan M. Hunt, 74, USN Ret., departed on Eternal Patrol on April 30th at the
Victory House in Walterboro SC. Dan joined the Navy in 1968 and retired in 1990 with
22 years of service. He qualified on USS JOHN C. CALHOUN SSBN-630 IN 1971. He
also saw service on HENRY L. STIMSON SSBN-655, WOODROW WILSON SSBN-
624 and GEORGE BANCROFT SSBN-643. Between 2014 and 2018 Dan was a
USSVI & Charleston Base member. Dan’s funeral service was Monday May 6 at Dial-
Murray Funeral Home Chapel, 300 W. Main St., Moncks Corner, SC 29461.

Bob McNeish had cataract surgery today on one eye and will have the other eye done
on the 23rd. He doesn’t expect any problems.

Rick Wise (gave his own report) had surgery to remove two nodules from his right lung
and later, 2 nodules from his left lung. The large nodules had the same sarcoma that
caused the loss of his right arm. The smaller nodules in his left lung was ordinary, run-
of-the-mill lung cancer. This is the fourth cancer that he is fighting. He requests
prayers and has a PET scan scheduled for 4 June to find if there is other cancer in his
body. The result will determine the continuation of his fight.

Ken Curtis is still recovering from his fall in early April. He is home and still going to PT
twice a week.

Tom Lawson is now on O2 treatment. Having a difficult time breathing.

Fred Woodley had a serious UTI and sepsis in early April. He was treated and
released. His bladder test on 4.23 showed he was retaining urine in the bladder and
the scope that was done showed narrowing of canyon walls. Bladder is clear of cysts.
The only other point of concern is prostrate which will be followed for increased

PSA. Dr Wingo (urologist) stated the only thing that can be done is an operation which
would require a hospital stay. 6 month follow up appointment in October to rescan
bladder and check PSA. This is a debilitating condition which can cause frequent UTlIs
and back flood of the kidneys. Scope was pretty painful even with anesthetics mostly
due to the narrow aspect. | will keep you informed. Thanks for your prayers. Let
everyone know I’'m thinking of them!

In mid-April he had a biopsy on his right ear and the results came back pre-cancerous
with no further action needed at this time.

Tom Cyrek is at home with a home health nurse coming by each day. He is having
more ‘bad’ time each day because of this Parkinsons. If you call do so between 1200-
1400 so as not to interfere with his evening meds. In addition, his wife Gloria just had
hip surgery and may need our help in the future to get Tom to his doctor appointments
Jerry Stout continues his treatment. He has a PET scan on 25 May.

Al Dempster and his wife, Connie, are in The Bridge of Charleston Assisted Living. His
mailing address is: Alan Dempster — Room 222, 2590 Elms Plantation Blvd., North
Charleston, SC 29406. They have a phone in their apartment — (843) 793-1187.
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« Thom Beach has moved back to Summerville and is at the Blake at Carnes
Crossroads. He is in room 108. His dialysis days are Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
Visitors are welcome. The address is 4015 2nd Ave., Summerville SC 29486.

« John Glave is a retired MMCS and a USSVI MAL HC living in Williston, SC. He
qualified on the IREX SS482 in 1964 and also served on POLK, DANIEL BOONE,
DACE, RAY, BLUEFISH, and SKIPJACK. He recently had a stroke and several mini-
strokes. The doctors have given him only a few months. Robby Roberts gave me this
info and said if you know him or want to just talk to him you can call him at 803-624-
7086

« Complete/update your page 2 if you have not done so.

Webmaster — Nick Nichols:

« If you change your number or drop your home line, please contact either Larry, Nick or
the COB so that we can make the necessary changes locally and with National.

« Until told differently, continue to use the website of https://ussubvets.org

« The Lost Boats / Amberjack Crew / Submarine Birthday recognition service and bell
tolling went very well and we had a good crowd for a change.

Social Media — Lewis Leal:
. Lewis read a letter from a man who attended the Amberjack/Lost Boats ceremony
thanking Charleston Base for conducting this memorial event.

Membership — Nick Nichols for Larry Knutson

« We are still in the #3 spot behind Groton and Hampton Roads.

. Base Standings [those with more than 200 members]: Groton 1130 - 2) Hampton
Roads 275 - 3) Charleston 255 - 4) Bremerton 240

National Awards — OPEN

. Base Commander Mike Ciesielko reminded everyone that there is a position available
as National Awards Chairman. We did not submit any proposals for National awards
this year.

Scholarship — Carl Chinn

. The current balance in the Scholarship Fund is $12,807.

« The current raffle is for a model of a German U-Boat. The detail is outstanding, down
to the rust on the hull. Tickets are 6 for $5. The drawing will be held at the June Base
Meeting.

« Challenge coins are available for $12. At the end of the meeting we have a drawing
which requires possession of a challenge coin.
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Fleet Reserve Association — Ken Hutchison

« Ken reminded everyone of the upcoming Low Country Boil.

« The FRA also has raffle for a grill.

. If you are not a member of the FRA, Ken will be happy to correct that for you.

« The FRA will have a Memorial Day ceremony beginning at 1130 followed by an Indoor
Picnic.

Election Coordinator — Ken Hutchison
« The votes were counted. Tom Lawson will remain as Vice Commander. Gordon Long
will remain as Secretary. Ken thanked Ed Stank and Willy Williams for their candidacy.

Recreation — Greg Landry for Johnny Brown

« River Dogs game scheduled for May 24. We will be in Section 205 — Rows 2/3. Game
start is 1905.

« Johnny is planning a picnic in September at Marrington.

NNPTC Liaison — Anthony Mazza

« Anthony thanked those who attended the Submarine Birthday Ball.

« The Sub Ball next year is already being planned and will be held on April 5, 2025. Itis
being planned for the Trident Tech Ball Room

Base Comptroller — Rick Wise

« Rick provided the Charleston Base First Quarter Budget Report.

« The Holland Club expenditures exceeded the budgeted amount since the Base had
previously voted to pay for the Holland Club Hats, but they had not been included in
the allotted amount.

« Due to Rick’s health, he is in need of a replacement for this position. Tom Holcombe
has volunteered and will be working with Rick.

Nuclear Power School Awards — Phil Nunnally
« The next NPS graduation will be June. Ed Stank will make the presentation.
« Meet in Navy Exchange parking lot 0800 to carpool in to the ceremony.

Newsletter — Phil Nunnally
« Nothing reported.

Little David — Phil Nunnally

« Phil thanked those who worked on the Little David. It sure looks better!

« There will be more work in the fall and next year.

- Phil has a Little David maintenance patch for those who helped with the work.

SC License Plates — Ed Stank

« Ed has received only a response from the Columbia Base.
« He will contact the others if no response by June.
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Special Events — Tom Holcombe
« Nothing to report.

PAO — OPEN
« The position is open.

Storekeeper — Woody Woodsmall
« Woody ordered more Patch/Coin sets

COB - Greg Landry

« May is Military Appreciation Month

. Friday — before Mother’s Day — is Military Spouse Appreciation Day

« Armed Forces Week is May 11 thru May 18.

. Have not heard anything about bringing the float to Armed Forces Day at the Air Force
Base

. Greg reminded everyone of the Low Country Boil at the FRA - $12/plate.

« Dorchester County is holding a Memorial Day Ceremony at 1000 at the County Building
on Main St. Charleston Base has no participation in the event except attendance.

« Greg received all of the Base History items from George Scharf. We are in need of a
Base Historian.

VA — Tom Lawson
« Nothing to report.

Vice Commander — Tom Lawson
« Nothing reported.

Base Commander — Mike Ciesielko
« Mike thanked everyone for attendance at the Amberjack/Lost Boats Ceremony.

Good of the Order

Nuclear Historian — Rick Carlson
« Not present.

After Battery — Ray Sparks

« Ray thanked those who were at Hog Roast. There were about 190 people on Saturday,
April 27.

« Be sure to thank Dave and Johnny for their cooking.

« Ray recommended that we no longer support the Boy Scouts since they have changed
the name of the organization and their policies.
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Gun Club — Mike Ciesielko
« Nothing reported.

Base Member Moving
. Base Member Ray Bryant reported that he is getting married on June 6 and will be
moving to either GA or TN. Fair Winds and Following Seas Shipmate!!

Drawings & Auctions

« Challenge Coin Drawing — Gordon Long would have won, but did not have a coin.

« FRA Drawing — Lewis Leal

« FRA Drawing — Rodney McKanna

« Depth Charge Drawing — Anthony Mazza. Donated all but his expense to Scholarship
Fund.

Closing Ceremony

« Chaplain Nick Nichols led the group in a prayer of Benediction.

« Base Commander Mike Ciesielko announced adjournment of the meeting with a sound
of three blasts of the diving alarm.

« Meeting closed at 1953.

22



