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USS S-26 (SS-131) Disaster 

 
S-26 (Lieutenant Commander E.C. Hawk) was lost at 2223 on 24 January 
1942 in the Gulf of Panama about fourteen miles west of San Jose Light in 
three hundred feet of water. There were three survivors, two officers including 
the Commanding Officer, and one enlisted man, all on the bridge at the time of 
the collision; the fourth person on the bridge, an enlisted man, was lost. 
 
S-26 was proceeding from Balboa, Canal Zone, to its patrol station in company 
with S-21, S-29 and S-44 and an escort vessel, PC-460, at the time of the dis-
aster. At 2210 the escort vessel sent a visual message to the submarines that 
she was leaving the formation and that they could proceed on the duty as-
signed. S-21 was the only submarine to receive this message. Shortly there-
after PC-460 struck S-26 on the starboard side of the torpedo room and the 
submarine sank within a few seconds. 
 
Salvage operations started immediately under Captain T.J. Doyle, USN, Com-
manding Submarine Squadron Three and Submarine Base, Coco Solo, Canal 
Zone; they were not successful. She had previously made one war patrol but 
had inflicted no damage on the enemy. 

 Submarines lost during the month of November 

USS Scorpion (SS-278)  5 Jan 44   77 Souls lost 

USS Argonaut (SS-166)  10 Jan 43   102 Souls lost 

USS Swordfish (SS-193)  12 Jan 45   89 Souls lost 

USS S-36 (SS-141)   20 Jan 42   No loss of life 

USS S-26 (SS-131)   24 Jan 42   46 Souls lost, sunk by her  
          escort vessel 

5 Boats Lost, 314 Men Died  
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Upcoming Base Events 
See www.ussvicb.org for details 

Upcoming Charleston Base Events     
Board of Directors Meeting  Jan 4, 2024  FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 
Base Meeting     Jan 11 2024  FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 

( Social Hour—1800) 
Sangaree Patriotic Event  Jan 19, 2024   Sangaree Middle School  
Glen Miller Orchestra    Jan 24, 2024  Charleston Music Hall 

Sangaree Middle School Patriotic Event 
Meeting Date: January 19, 2024 Time:1000 
Uniform of the Day: TBD 
Guest Speaker: General Livingston, Medal Of Honor Recipient  

Major General James E. Livingston, a Medal of Honor recipient, retired on 
1 September 1995, following over 33 continuous years on active duty in the 
United States Marine Corps. His last assignment was the Commanding Gen-
eral of Marine Forces Reserve in New Orleans, Louisiana.  
 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and be-
yond the call of duty while serving as Commanding Officer, Company E, in ac-
tion against enemy forces. Company E launched a determined assault on the 
heavily fortified village of Dai Do, which had been seized by the enemy on the 
preceding evening isolating a marine company from the remainder of the bat-
talion. Skillfully employing screening agents, Capt. Livingston maneuvered his 
men to assault positions across 500 meters of dangerous open rice paddy 
while under intense enemy fire. Ignoring hostile rounds impacting near him, he 
fearlessly led his men in a savage assault against enemy emplacements within 
the village. While adjusting supporting arms fire, Capt. Livingston moved to the 
points of heaviest resistance, shouting words of encouragement to his ma-
rines, directing their fire, and spurring the dwindling momentum of the attack 
on repeated occasions. Although twice painfully wounded by grenade frag-
ments, he refused medical treatment and courageously led his men in the de-
struction of over 100 mutually supporting bunkers, driving the remaining ene-
my from their positions and relieving the pressure on the stranded marine com-
pany.   

http://www.ussvicb.org/
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 As the two companies consolidated positions and evacuated casualties, a 
third company passed through the friendly lines launching an assault on the 
adjacent village of Dinh To, only to be halted by a furious counterattack of an 
enemy battalion. Swiftly assessing the situation and disregarding the heavy 
volume of enemy fire, Capt. Livingston boldly maneuvered the remaining ef-
fective men of his company forward, joined forces with the heavily engaged 
marines, and halted the enemy's counterattack. Wounded a third time and un-
able to walk, he steadfastly remained in the dangerously exposed area, de-
ploying his men to more tenable positions and supervising the evacuation of 
casualties. Only when assured of the safety of his men did he allow himself to 
be evacuated. Capt. Livingston's gallant actions uphold the highest traditions 
of the Marine Corps and the U.S. Naval Service.  
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Glenn Miller Orchestra Ticket Raffle 

 
“A band ought to have a sound all of its own.  It ought to have a personality.”  – 

Glenn Miller 
 

For raffle by the Admiral James B. Osborne Memorial Scholarship Committee 
is a pair (2) of tickets to the Glenn Miller Orchestra concert January 24, 2024 
at the Charleston Music Hall, 
37 John St, Charleston, SC 
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The most popular and sought after big band in the world today for both con-
cert and swing dance engagements. With its unique jazz sound, the Glenn 
Miller Orchestra is considered to be one of the greatest bands of all time. The 
present Glenn Miller Orchestra was formed in 1956 and has been touring 
worldwide ever since. 

Ticket cost: Six (6) tickets for $5; available at the November and January 
meetings and at this year’s Christmas party.  You can also contact Carl 
Chinn or Marty Sessler. 
 
All of our raffles open to everyone; ask you your family, friends and neighbors! 
Drawing will be at our regular January meeting, January 11, 2024. 

 

Some Glenn Miller History: 
• Born March 1, 1904.  In 1923, enrolled University of Colorado but dropped 

out to pursue musical career. 
• April 1935, Glenn Miller recorded, for the first time, under his own name 
• In 1937, Glenn Miller stepped out to form his own band 
• March 1938, formed the second Glenn Miller Orchestra 
• Top hits include: “Tuxedo Junction”, “In the Mood”, “Pennsylvania 6-5000”, 

“Moonlight Serenade” 
• October 7, 1942, inducted into the Army 
• Transferred into Army Air Corps, organized the Glenn Miller Army Air Force 

Band 
• Late 1943 band shipped to England 
• There, in less than one year, the Glenn Miller Army Air Force Band engaged 

in over 800 performances. Of these, 500 were broadcasts heard by mil-
lions. There were more than 300 personal appearances including concerts 
and dances, with a gross attendance of over 600,000. But Glenn was not to 
participate in the final six months of these activities. 

• In the Fall of 1944, the band was scheduled to be sent on a six-week tour of 
Europe and would be stationed in Paris during that time. Miller decided to 
go ahead, in order to make the proper arrangements for the group’s arrival. 
And so, on December 15th, Glenn Miller boarded a transport plane to Paris, 
never to be seen again. 

Glenn Miller Orchestra Ticket Raffle 
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Stingrays Military Appreciation Night 

Military Appreciation Night: Saturday, Jan. 13 – 6:05 p.m. vs. Orlando Solar 
Bears. The Stingrays will honor America’s finest all game long and don spe-
cialty jerseys for their annual Military Appreciation Night, presented 
by Campers Inn RV. Game-worn jerseys will be auctioned off during the game 
benefitting Palmetto Military Support Group.  

https://palmettomilitarysupportgroup.org/#!form/Donation
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From the Editor 

Thanks to everyone who made it to our Charleston Base Christmas Party. It 
was a great event with plenty of food.  
Many thanks to Johnny Brown who cooked for 24 hours to get the prime rib 
perfect and everyone else who contributed to a great time! 
Additional thanks to Ken Hutchinson who purchased two leftover prime ribs for 
$100. The money went to our scholarship fund. 
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Goose Creek Christmas Parade 9 Dec 2023 
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 Pearl Harbor Day Event  

USS Yorktown CV-10 
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 Pearl Harbor Day Event  

USS Yorktown CV-10 
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Successful 4th Annual Rummage Sale 

The Admiral James B. Osborn Memorial Scholarship Committee recently held their 4th 
annual rummage sale.  The scholarship is part of the United States Submarine Veterans 
of Charleston Base benefiting college bound graduating seniors in the tri-county area 
that have a family affiliation to a qualified submariner.  Goods to sell are donated by 
members of the organization and all proceeds from the sale go directly into the fund.  
Outside donations are always welcome. 

It was a long day on November 18th with set up starting at 5 a.m. and an ending time of 
1 p.m.  The sale was held in the parking lot at Rodney’s Rockets/Halloween Express at 
1825 Old Trolley Rd., Summerville, SC.  As with past sales, the weather cooperated 
for a nice sunny day.  All of the left over items that did not sell were loaded up and do-
nated to the National Kidney Foundation Thrift Store in Summerville. 

Scholarship Chairman Carl Chinn and Committee members Marty Sessler and Terry 
Trump led the way with the assistance of some Base members and wives.  In addition 
to the Committee, special thanks go out to Connie Chinn, Glenn Little, Rick Collins, 
Colleen Collins, Jerry Starr, Johnny Brown, Colin Chinn, Julian Villegas and Gloria 
Villegas.  On top of making over $1,800 the day of the sale, Connie Chinn sold over 
$500 worth of merchandise using her skills on Facebook Market Place prior to the 
sale. 
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Wishing everyone had a Happy New Year celebration and 
looking forward to a successful 2024! 

Also if you still owe dues, see Larry to get off the DINK list. 

FYI, online donations with PayPal temporarily suspended.  

Here’s to a Happy 2024!  



 

16 

Provided by Shipmate Bill Yaeger, a qualified Navy Scuba Sal-
vage and Deep Sea Diver. 
Part of the Navy Auxiliary Submarine Rescue Ships/Auxiliary 
Recovery Ships, Deep Sea Divers Organization 
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On 13 November 1957 - The first firing of a Regulus II bombardment missile 
takes place at Edwards Air Force Base, California. 
The SSM-N-9 Regulus II missile was intended to be launched from the deck of 
an SSG (guided missile submarine), and the missile most likely would have 
been deployed on the two Grayback-class submarines and the USS Halibut 
(SSGN-587), which were designed for the missile, and possibly eventually on 
four heavy cruisers that had deployed with Regulus I and 23 other submarines 
potentially available for conversion. Carrying two Regulus II missiles in a hang-
ar integral with the hull (more on surface ships), submarines and ships 
equipped with the Regulus II would have been equipped with the SINS (Ship's 
Inertial Navigation System), allowing the control systems of the missiles to be 
aligned accurately before launching. 
Forty-eight test-flights of Regulus II prototypes were carried out, 30 of which 
were successful, 14 partially successful and only four failures. A production 
contract was signed in January 1958 and the only submarine launch was car-
ried out from USS Grayback in September 1958. 
The limitations of the Regulus I were well known by the time it entered service 
in 1955, so the Navy issued a specification for a surface-launched supersonic 
shipborne cruise missile, equipped to carry a nuclear warhead, that had great-
er range, accuracy and resistance to countermeasures. 
Development of the Regulus II was well under way when the program was 

canceled in favor of the UGM-27 Polaris SLBM (Submarine-Launched Ballistic 

Missile) system, which gave unprecedented accuracy as well as allowing the 

launch submarine to remain submerged and covert. Prototype and initial pro-

duction missiles were later converted to KD2U-1 supersonic target drones for 

the US Navy and the U.S. Air Force, which used the KD2U-1 during tests of 

the Boeing IM-99/CIM-10 Bomarc SAM (Surface to Air Missile). 

Regulus 
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Regulus 

Provided by Shipmate Carl Chinn 
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What’s going on in Washington? 
 

The 2024 COLA for Social Security, Military Retirement Pay and VA benefits all 
increased by 3.2% 
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After Washington, we all need a little humor 
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United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Charleston Base 
Minutes of Business Meeting  

10 August 2023 
 
Opening Ceremonies: 
• The August 2023 Base Meeting was called to order by Base Commander 

Mike Ciesielko with a quorum of four officers and a total of 47 members.  
The meeting started at 1900 with the sound of the diving alarm.   

• The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Vice Commander Tom Lawson and 
recited by the members in attendance.   

• The Invocation and the Tolling of the Boats lost during the month of August 
was given by Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.   

• Submarines lost during the month of August: 
 USS Bullhead (SS-332) August 6, 1945 – 3rd War Patrol Lost 

with All Hands – 84 Souls 
 USS Flier (SS-250)  August 13, 1944 – 2nd War Patrol  Lost 

with 82 Souls – 8 men survived. 
 USS S-39 (SS-144)  August 13, 1942 – 3rd War Patrol No 

loss of life 
 USS Harder (SS-257)  August 24, 1944 – 6th War Patrol Lost 

with All Hands – 79 Souls 
 USS Cochino (SS-345) August 26, 1949  No Navy loss of 

life – one civilian loss – Tusk lost 6 souls during the rescue 
 FIVE Boats and 253 Men Lost 
 

Master Chief Machinist Mate, Submarines 
Donald Dale Petersen, U.S. Navy Retired  

Departed on Eternal Patrol on July 21, 2023 

 

Introductions of New Attendees: 
• Two men were present at the Base meeting for the first time: 

 David McNeely – ET1 – Qualified on USS Nathan Hale SSBN623 – 
1983 – Also served aboard USS James Madison SSBN627, USS Hun-
ley AS31, USS Holland AS32, POMFLANT and SUBTRAFAC Charles-
ton 

 Chris Hauf – RMCS – Qualified on USS Florida SSBN728 – 2002 – Al-
so served aboard USS Maine SSBN741, USS Louisiana SSBN743 and 
USS Nevada SSBN733 
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Old Business: 
• None 
 
New Business: 
• Regarding the Chaplain’s report about Al Dempster being removed from 

the Sailing List and the family issues involved, the decision was made to 
“Pass the Hat” to get his dues paid for this year.  Any amount in excess of 
$50 will be held by the Treasurer for future similar needs.  The Treasurer 
reported that $358 was donated by the Base Membership. 

 

Secretary – Gordon Long: 
• The Minutes from the July Base Meeting were emailed directly to the entire 

Base membership, published on the Base Website.  The Base Meeting 
Minutes were approved with a correction to the Depth Charge.   

 
Treasurer – Ricky Collins: 
• The Treasurer’s Report for July was published and promulgated on the 

website.  There were no revisions.  The report was approved as presented. 
 
Chaplain – Nick Nichols: 
• Highlighted boat of the month:  

 USS HARDER SS-257 was lost on August 24, 1944 with the loss of 

70 crew members from a depth charge attack by a minesweeper near 

Bataan while on her 6th war patrol.  Harder had won a Presidential 

Unit Citation for her first 5 war patrols and CDR Dealey was awarded 

the Congressional Medal of Honor posthumously.  Harder received six 

battle stars for World War II service and is tied for 9th in the number of 

enemy ships sunk. 

 

• There are several shipmates and family members who have given me infor-
mation which they wish to be kept confidential at this time. 
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• MMCM(SS) Don Petersen, 76, departed on Eternal Patrol on Friday 21 July 
in Goose Creek.  Don joined the Navy in 1968 and retired in 1994.  He was 
a life member of USSVI & Charleston Base joining both in 2002, a member 
of the Holland Club having been qualified for 54 years, and a Life Member 
of FRA Branch 269 with continuous membership for 42 years.  Don qualified 
on USS BASHAW SS/SSK/AGSS-241 in 1969.  He also served on USS TI-
NOSA SSN-606, USS JAMES MADISON SSBN-627, USS NARWHAL SSN
-671 and USS WILLIAM H. BATES SSN-680.  A note of condolence from 
Charleston Base has been placed on the funeral home website.  The Funer-
al Home has indicated there are no services scheduled. 

 I have received word from both the Base Commander and the FRA 
Chaplain that Don’s daughter wants to hold a SUBVET/FRA service for 
Don at the Fleet.  No one has officially contacted either Bobbi or me. 

 The family did put a full obituary in the paper and held a graveside ser-
vice on Sat 5 Aug but neither chaplain was contacted with the infor-
mation. 

• HMCS(SS) Brain Repphum, 94, departed on EP on 6 Aug.  He was not a 
member of USSVI but was a member of FRA Branch 269. 

• Roger Gibson’s daughter, Bonnie, 61, passed away on the morning of Ju-
ly 25 at St. Francis Hospital from stage IV cancer.  She was 12 hours into 
her hospice care but was too weak.  I have not heard of any services being 
planned. 

• Rick Wise will be having a chest CT scan on Aug 22nd.  He is doing well. 
• Al Dempster’s son, Ed, sent me an email update on Al.  Ed thinks his fa-

ther is still a member of Charleston Base but we have checked and he was 
dropped in Jan 2020.  I have sent Ed an email letting him know this.  Ac-
cording to his son, Al has been out of commission for a while.  His health 
has declined rapidly in the last four years.  We recently moved him and my 
mom into an assisted living facility (The Bridge at Charleston).  It’s a very 
nice place and they honor veterans there.  

• Jim Higgins is now home resting up from his stay in the Elms hotel pro-
gram.  He went home last week.  Still has some infection on his spine that is 
being treated with antibiotics.  He told me he feels much better. 

• Hans ‘Sam’ Vlam is in the Oakbrook Health & Rehabilitation Center Rm 
315 for rehab.  He has Parkinson’s and is doing as well as can be expected.  
He will enjoy any visits he gets. 

• Joe Lunn is still battling his Parkinson’s Disease. 
• Thom Beach is still at the VICTORY HOUSE in Walterboro.  His phone 

number is 843.809.9417. 
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Webmaster – Nick Nichols: 
• We’ve had several phone number issues in the last few weeks.  Would like 

for you to verify your number on our base Sailing List.  If you change your 
number or drop your home line, please contact either Larry, me or the COB 
so that we can make the necessary changes locally and with National. 

• Until told differently, continue to use the website of https://ussubvets.org 
 

Social Media – Lewis Leal: 
• Nothing to report 
 
Membership – Larry Knutson 
• Nothing to report 
• Nick Nichols provided Base Standings [those with more than 200 mem-

bers]: 
 Groton 1155 - 2) Hampton Roads 278 - 3) Charleston 254 - 4) 

Bremerton 241  
 

National Awards – Mike Ciesielko 
• Mike reported as not having heard from National regarding National 

Awards.  He had emailed the National Commander and the Chairman 

about the awards with no response.  Mike will provide info as available. 

VA – Tom Lawson 
• Nothing to report 
 
Scholarship – Carl Chinn 
• There is a raffle drawing tonight for a picture of a submarine 

(UnderSeaPokenHolenWaterBoaten) with mock-German translations for 
various systems and equipment (Periscopes = Das Peepintubes). 

• We still have Challenge Coins for sale - $12 each. 
• The Rummage sale will be held on November 18. 
• Carl’s wife has already sold $345 of items online for the Scholarship Fund. 
 
Special Events – Rick Sparger 
• Nothing to report 
 
 

https://ussubvets.org/home.asp
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Fleet Reserve Association – Ken Hutchison 
• We will have an indoor picnic here at the FRA on Labor Day. 
• We will also have a picnic at Marrington Plantation on September 23. 
• Ken thanked Nick Nichols for doing a wonderful job for the new Fleet Re-

serve website. Nick informed everyone that the site is FRA269GC.org. It is 
also linked on the Charleston Base home page. 

 

Nuclear Power School – Phil Nunnally 
Not present. 
 

Recreation – Johnny Brown 
• The Navy Ball Golf Tournament, for which we sponsored a lunch bar with a 

SubVets banner displayed, was held today.  There were thirteen teams, of 
which our group, consisting of Ray Sparks, Greg Landry, Gene Weir and 
Johnny Brown was likely the oldest but had a great time as we took fourth 
place.  No, we did not get any money.   

• We will be having a cookout on October 28 at the Marrington Pavilion.  Base 
Commander Mike Ciesielko will be cooking Boston Butts.  COB will be cook-
ing Fish Stew and I will be cooking Frogmore Stew.  There will be plenty to 
eat.  We do ask those attending to bring sides.   Johnny will have a brochure 
sent soon. 

 
Storekeeper – Woody Woodsmall 
• Woody has only one hat left, but can get more saying, “It never happened.  

We were never there.” 
• Woody has plenty of dolphin window decals of various sizes.  Certainly, 

there is one that will fit on your car. 
• If you have a dealer advertisement plate on the front of your car, replace it 

with a Silver Dolphin plate. 
• Also, if you have a license plate frame from a dealer, you don’t need to pro-

mote their business; replace that with a Submarine Service frame instead 

 

Newsletter/PAO – Ed Stank 
• Ed has been requesting an individual to replace him as Newsletter Editor 

and Public Affairs Officer for several months now.  As of this meeting, he an-
nounced that he has officially resigned both positions.  The article about the 
Scholarship award should be in the next edition of American Submariner. 
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COB – Rick Sparger   
• Rick thanked Ed Stank for his work as Newsletter and PAO.  Ed did a fabu-

lous job getting Charleston Base published in American Submariner. 
• Rick thanked the NPS Staff members for being here tonight. 
• We want to get the KAPS 4 KIDS program going again.  The COVID re-

strictions have been lifted from most hospitals.   
• We used to pull the float in the Summerville parade, but they instituted a 

$150 registration fee. 
• The Chief Selectee Breakfast is on Saturday, September 9.  It will be held 

at Bldg. 777 where we had the Amberjack Ceremony last year.  Rick re-
ceived a call from one of the Chiefs involved with the breakfast who thought 
that Charleston Base was going to supply the food.  “That is a NO.”  Rick 
has no idea where he go that from but we are not.  The Selectees will be 
cooking. 

 
Vice Commander – Tom Lawson 
• Nothing to report. 
 
Base Commander – Mike Ciesielko 
• Think about our shipmates who are currently at sea.  Prayer for them is al-

ways good. 
• The Membership Support Fund that got started this evening with the 

“passing of the hat” for Al Dempster will be maintained by the Treasurer. 
 
Good of the Order 
 
Nuclear Historian – Rick Carlson 
• Fellow Shipmates, Shoremates & LGBTQ+ (Remember – Don’t Ask, Don’t 

Tell).  
• I want to apologize for not being here since I lost my wife.  For a while, al-

most 3 years I had a female friend down in Savannah that wanted me with 
her.  It’s hard to be there and here – She offered me something that your 
gents could not.  I have since returned and felt was my duty to bring you up 
to date.  My grandson joined the Navy, went to NUC School, completed 
Prototype here in Charleston and received his first set of orders to the USS 
Illinois in Pearl Harbor, HI. This inspired me to get back on the horse and 
return to my Nuclear Historian duties.  So here goes!! 
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• ON THE ROAD TO RIO … ER, ROAD TO BEAUFORT, SC 
• I was traveling to Beaufort SC on business, both government and Cold War 

Submarine Memorial business, pulling a trailer that George Lisle allowed me 
to borrow.  The trailer was for a rather large construction sign that a contrac-
tor was donating the “the cause” for the Cold War Submarine Memorial at 
Patriots Point.  As is my usual traveling mode when I’m alone, I have a CB 
radio headset on, covering one ear (standard operating procedure for us 
Radioman guys on the boats) _ as I listen to the radio/wife with the other 
ear.  Around Jacksonboro, the northbound drivers (i.e. 18-wheeler types) 
began putting out the word about a Piggly Wiggly truck that when off the 
road into a tidal creek.  The driver was OK, but the section of Hwy 17 south 
was blocked as they off loaded his goods into another truck.  No way around 
him unless you turned around and went through Walterboro and got on the 
super slab (I-95) from there.  No dice for me. I had to get through in order to 
go to Beaufort.  I arrived near the scene and stopped, which was several 18
-wheelers back from the Highway Patrol blockade on a 4-lane section of the 
highway.  Shortly thereafter the two cars in front of me decided to turn 
around and head back for the long way around to the super slab.  Suddenly, 
a Pathfinder pulls up next to me and then slides in front of me where the two 
cars used to be.  After a while, this guy steps out of the Pathfinder; he’s got 
hair down to his waist, no shirt on, unsecured jeans and socks (with no 
shoes) half off his feet. I’m sitting here thinking, “What a clown.”  He looks 
around and decides to go talk to the Highway Patrol.  He walks away and 
several minutes later both back doors of the Pathfinder open up and two 
gorgeous blondes step out wearing skimpy bathing suit tops and short 
shorts.  They walk to the back of the Pathfinder and open up the back end.  
I’m about 15 feet from them as they face each other…Then, zip, and down 
go the short shorts, revealing V-type bathing suit bottoms!  By now, little 
beads of sweat are forming on my forehead.  One blonde climbs onto the 
top of the Pathfinder, faces me and lies down with her knees bent skyward.  
The other blonde lies down on the tailgate and props her legs on top of the 
spare tire.  The beads of sweat are now burning my eyes as I try to concen-
trate on my mobile phone and try to remember who I was going to call and 
why.  It became clear to me that I had no business using a mobile phone at 
a moment like this, so I threw it on the back seat and pondered my position 
carefully.  The blonde on the roof of the Pathfinder now sat up and with one 
leg on the spare tire and the other dangling from the roof edge, she began 
to apply suntan lotion.  I suddenly had the urge to eject myself from my Jeep 
and opened the door only to injure my shoulder from my still-secured seat 
belt.  After exiting my Jeep, I stretched and decided that my headlights 
needed some sort of attention, maybe a bit of buffing up.   
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But, no that obvious since my Jeep had been washed and buffed the day 
before.  Then, I remembered what the WWII captains did when they made 
contact with a large enemy force.  They called in a contact report, trailed 
and tried to get into a firing position by doing an end around.  So, after mill-
ing around the front of my Jeep, checking the shocks, air pressure, steering 
damper and calibrating the position of my windshield wipers I felt it was time 
to call in reinforcements.  Returning to my Jeep I picked my CB mike and 
gave the guys (18-wheeler drivers) a 10-34 report (i.e. hazardous road con-
ditions ahead).  Moments after that transmission the drivers of the 18-
wheelers 
About 1/4 mile behind me were jumping down from their cabs and heading 
to my location.  Then the unexpected happened; the blond on the tailgate 
started walking my way.  It was the moment that 28 years of married life had 
prepared me for… 
Sorry, not enough paper to finish my report.  The Road to Beaufort will be 
concluded at the next meeting.  Hope to see you there! 

 
After Battery – Ray Sparks 
• Not present.   
 
Gun Club – Mike Ciesielko 
• Nothing to report.   
 
Non-Nuclear Historian – Harry Nettles 
• If you have ever served on a Fast Attack, you may want to go have a smoke 

break or get a cold beer while I talk to the Pocket Rocket Heroes that are in 
here about life in the “real” Navy.  

• You see, a long, long time ago, when I was serving in the Real Navy, before 
I went back to the Pocket Rocket Hero era, we did a thing called PCO OPS.  
Anybody ever done this?  How many of you were ever Diving Officers?  For 
those who don’t know PCO OPS is short for Prospective Commanding Of-
ficer Operations.  That’s where they send them to school for a year to teach 
them how to be a CO of nuclear powered submarines.  They learn about 
laws and treaties and all this other junk.  They had schools to learn things so 
that they are supposed be better than you do.  Then they go through tactics 
training and their final exam is that they actually have to come to a subma-
rine to prove that they can fight the submarine – That is that they can go to 
war.   
So, we had a group of PCOs aboard when I was on the “Gray Thing”.  I was 
the morning Diving Officer and we were down at AUTEC.  
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We were “fighting” against a force of three – A Spruance-class destroyer 
that had the ability to launch torpedoes, a dipping helo that could also 
launch torpedoes and a P3 aircraft flying around that could launch torpe-
does.   
So, it’s us out there against the world.  Now, the tactics which we on the 
“Gray Thing” had trained on – Sonar reports WEAPON IN THE WATER, ALL 
AHEAD FLANK, GO DEEP – 20 DEGREE DOWN ANGLE, OPEN THE 
FORWARD AND AFTER GROUP VENTS, 5 SECOND BLOW, LEVEL OUT, 
RUN, RUN, RUN, SWIVEL, SWIVEL, SWIVEL ETC… When the torpedo 
shuts down, we go back up on top.  We had practiced this and had done this 
several times, so we had it down pat.   
So, we had this PCO out there and a PCO Instructor who is overseeing the 
event, right?  So, Sonar calls out. “Weapon in the water!”   
This PCO calls out the first several steps, but then says, “Open the Forward 
Group Vents and perform 5 second blow.”   
My head whipped around so fast that I almost had spinal injuries.  I said, 
“Sir, we need to open BOTH Ballast Tank Vents.”   
He said, “I SAID, The Forward Group Vents!”   
“Yes, Sir.”   
So, we opened the forward group vents and by about the time we got down 
about to 700 feet, he told the Chief of the Watch, “Shut the vents.”   
I am getting whiplash. “Sir, we need to leave the vents open.”   
“I SAID, shut the vents.”   
“Yes, Sir.”   
“All Ahead two-thirds.  Dive, make your depth 400 feet.”   
UHHH?  Up we came and I mean, UP WE CAME!  We had a full dive on 
both planes.  I turned around, looked at him and said, “Request speed.”   
“Negative.  No speed, no speed.”  Nothing.   
“Officer of the Deck, we need to open the vents!”   
Well, all of a sudden, POOF!  Out of the water we came.  Well, the Captain 
comes out, looks at me and asked, “Chief, what’s going on?”   
I said, “Well, Captain…”  I explained to him what happened.  He turned 
around and told the PCO Instructor, “You need to work on this.”  The PCO 
Instructor said, “Yes, Sir.”   
Great!  I got relieved too.  I told the next Diving Officer, “Better watch out for 
these clowns.”   
Well, the next morning, guess what!  I got the same PCO and we are doing 
the same thing.  I can’t believe that we’re doing this, except this time, he 
opened the vents and then shut the vents.  THEN he slowed QUICKER than 
he did before.  And NOW, we are Coming Up Again!  This time, I’ve got a 
30+ degree up angle!  There was NOTHING I could do.   
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I was flooding water and pumping water – everything that the Chief of the 
Watch could do to negate the up angle.   
We came screaming up; the Captain is in his stateroom looking at his little 
depth gauge on his desk, rapidly going tick, tick, tick – faster and faster.  
He’s thinking, “Oh, this is NOT good.”  So, he jumps up runs to the Control 
Room.  Just about the time we popped through the surface, he gets on the 
No. 2 scope and raises it up.  Lo and behold, a camera comes on.  We had 
three monitors in Control for everybody to see what was going on.  Right 
about that time – VROOM – right over the top of us was a P3 aircraft at 
about 200 feet!  I looked around and said, “I’m the only Diving Officer in the 
Atlantic fleet that has had a near mid-air collision with a P3!” 
 

NNPTC 
• NNPTC is having a Burger Bash on BURGER BASH on August 24 at 

NNPTC Circle starting at 1600.  If needed, we will have golf carts to help get 
people to the circle. 

 
Drawings & Auctions 
• Scholarship “German Submarine” Picture Drawing – Tom Lawson 
• FRA Drawing – Gordon Long 
• Depth Charge Drawing – Bill Roup  
 
Closing Ceremony 
• Base Chaplain Nick Nichols led the group in a prayer of Benediction.   
• Base Commander Mike Ciesielko announced adjournment of the meeting. 
• Vice Commander Tom Lawson sounded three blasts of the diving alarm. 
• Meeting closed at 2002. 


