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USS PERCH (SS-176)   3 March 1942  1st war patrol        59 POWs; 53 survived the war; 6 died as POW  
USS GRAMPUS (SS-207)  5 March 1943   6th war patrol        Lost with all hands – 71 souls  
USS H-1 (SS-28)   12 March 1920          grounding Loss of 4 souls  
USS TRITON (SS-201)   15 March 1943  6th war patrol       Lost with all hands – 74 souls  
USS KETE (SS-369)   20 March 1945  2nd war patrol      Lost with all hands – 87 souls  
USS F-4 (SS-23)   25 March 1915          foundered Lost with all hands – 21 souls  
USS TULLIBEE (SS-284)  26 March 1944  4th war patrol       Lost with 79 souls – 1 POW survived the war  
USS TRIGGER (SS-237)  26 March 1945 12th war patrol      Lost with all hands – 89 souls  
 

Eight Boats and 431 Men Lost  

Upcoming Charleston Base Events 
Board of Directors Meeting   Wednesday, Apr 4 1800 FRA Branch 268, Goose Creek 
Submarine Birthday Ball    Saturday, Apr 7  1730 See page 11 

Base Meeting     Thursday, Apr 12  1800 FRA Branch 269, Goose Creek 
Amberjack SS-219 Memorial/Submarine  Saturday, Apr 14 1000 Sub  Cold War Memorial, Patriots 

 Birthday Ceremonies        Point, Mt. Pleasant, SC 

Victory House Visit (Induction of  Barry  Tuesday, April 17 1000 Carpool from VFW Bellwright Rd. 
Tackett into Holland Club) 

Nothing this month. 

From the Editor 
We have a lot of events coming up this month. I will be going to the Submarine Birthday Ball on 
April 7 and hope to see you there! More information is on Page 11. They do treat us well. 
 
At the April 12th meeting we will hold a Holland Club induction with the free buffet. 
 
Remembering the loss of USS Amberjack SS-219 is a solemn duty we have taken over fro the US 
Submarine Veterans of WWII. If you can, please attend. Let’s show the Lowcountry that someone 
still cares!  
 
I’ve included a short piece on the Little David and the relationship to Charleston Base. We have a bit 
of work to do but nothing a group of submariners can’t handle. Please come out to help when the 
announcement is made. 
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From USSVI National 

Normal message traffic from USSVI will be published each month in the newsletter. If the message is of 

immediate interest to the membership it will be sent out by the Base Secretary. Messages are arranged 

in the order received 

SubVet News 2018-013: SUBVETTES CHAPTERS/USSVI BASE AFFILIATIONS Submitted by: John E. 
Markiewicz on 3/2/2018 
 ------------------------------------------------------ 
 When we required the special election with three options for the Subvettes continued exis-
tence, the vote was to close the National Subvettes organization and allow those chapters 
that wanted to continue to affiliate with a USSVI Base, should the Base decide to allow the 
Subvettes Chapter to be affiliated with their Base. 
 
 We indicated, at that time, that the Subvettes Chapters would have control of their own fi-
nances in regards to how they raise funds and how they spend their money, however, that they 
would be required to submit their end of year financial report to the Base with which they 
are affiliated, who, in turn, would then be responsible for filing it with the USSVI Na-
tional Treasurer. 
 
 Failure so to do will not be tolerated, these end of year reports must be submitted so that 
USSVI is able to file their tax return.  USSVI will not play the games that the Subvettes 
National organization played when they ignored or were unable to compel their Chapters to 
submit their EOY reports. 
 
Regional Directors are to contact each of the Bases in their region that have Subvettes 
Chapters that are delinquent in filing their EOY through the assigned Chapter and advising 
them that they are responsible for obtaining an EOY Report from their Subvettes Chapter and 
submitting it as required by the National Treasurer. 
 
 Bases have the authority to shut down the Subvettes Chapter, seize all assets, and turn 
them over to the National Treasurer should their Subvettes Chapters refuse to comply. 
 
 Subvettes Chapters existence are solely at the will of the Base with which they are affili-
ated and a Base can terminate that affiliation at any time for reasonable cause. 
 
JOHN MARKIEWICZ 
CWO2, USN RETIRED 
UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS (USSVI) NATIONAL COMMANDER 
 
 SubVet News - #2018-014: THRESHER BASE INVITATION 
 Submitted by: John E. Markiewicz on 3/2/2018 
 ------------------------------------------------------ 
 You are cordially invited to attend the 55th Annual USS Thresher Memorial Service that will 
be held on Saturday, April 7 @ 1300 at the R.W. Traip Academy in Kittery, Maine. 
 
 Join us to help perpetuate the memories of the 129 men lost aboard USS Thresher and to pro-
vide your support to the attending USS Thresher Family & Former Crew members. 
 
SubVet News - #2018-015: American Submariner Magazine on line Submitted by: William C. An-
drea on 3/5/2018 
------------------------------------------------------ 
The current electronic issue of American Submariner is now online. We had to make a tempo-
rary change in its location due to data transfer from the old website to the new one. The 
magazine can be accessed by going to our old website, www.ussvi.org and signing in. then 
click on the green "Documents" 
button. Next click on the blue "Organization" button. the magazine is the third posting from 
the top. 

http://www.ussvi.org
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Subject: Midterm Update 
                This last weekend I attended the USSVI BOD Midterm Meeting in Orlando, FL.  Below is a short overview of 
what went on.  The actual minutes should be posted sometime within the next 30 days and may be more detailed. 
 Audit:  An audit (really a review, technical term differences) was conducted by the Regional Directors, DDOY and 
SERD3.  I am happy to report that our financial records are in excellent condition.  This is a result of some recent 
changes to made to how we conduct our financial matters and the good work of our National Treasurer. 
 Up Periscope poster:  An poster from the Up Periscope was donated and has some Admirals autographs (from way 
back) on it.  It was decided that the poster will be auctioned and the proceeds will go to the CF.  This is not a raffle, but 
an auction.  More on this will be put out in a POC> 
 Eternal Patrol Notification:  Seems that this slips through the cracks on us at times.  There is plenty of information 
regarding this in our Chaplains Manual.  Bases need to be on top of this as best they can.  I realize that if you are not 
notified it is difficult.  We just need to have our members leave something with their important papers telling the survivor 
to notify USSVI and how.  Base Chaplains should be helpful on this. 
 National Conventions:  As all should know, the 2018 Convention is a cruise.  If you don’t know this, check it out on the 
website.  We now have something around 204 cabins taken, and over 300 attendees.  If you plan on attending, please 
get your reservations in. 
2019 Convention is in Austin, TX starting in mid-August.  The bases hosting this are very excited and they think they are 
going to have a great one for you.  Look for more information on this after the cruise.  Put it on your calendar. 
2020 Convention:  they are looking in to one in the Arizona area.  We should know more in the near future, but it is look-
ing like Tucson might be the place, just not sure yet.  Stay tuned on this one too. 
 Eternal Patrol Memorial Reef Project:  In the past this has been a problem with us.  Not long ago this was couple with 
the Clamagore issues and just made it difficult for the BOD.  Those two projects are totally separated now so supporting 
this program in much easier now.  There is an organization called Eternal Reefs.  Some of you may have seen their 
setup at the last National Convention.  If not, they basically want to setup an underwater memorial honoring the 65 sub-
marines we have lost.  They are asking for some letter support.  Currently, our NJVC (Bill Andrea) will coordinate all ef-
forts needed form them and work with our people to get done what they might need us to do.  They have asked for proc-
lamations from each state and may need help getting that.  This should not be a big issue (as far as getting the letters 
out, but might require some effort on our part to hound somebody).  The location of tjis memorial will off Sarasota, FL.  I 
am sure more will be put out about this in a POC when more details are clearer. 
National  Archives:  The National Secretary discussed the current archives that we have.  There should be some newer 
guidance coming out regarding what should be there (as far as a base is concerned) and the retention time for various 
documents.  I tried over a year ago to get the SE bases to digitize their minutes and newsletters (and anything else they 
thought to be extremely important) and send them in.  This would sure make record retention for the base much eas-
ier.  It would just be a TASK the first time around but then to update it each year would be much easier.  Each base 
should take this into consideration so that their own record storage becomes a non-issue.  More should come out about 
this. 
  
Website:  We were updated on the website.  Many corrections have been made to the website, but we are not quite 
there yet.  The next big item we may see is a test of the voting system.  This is necessary in order that we can hold our 
election process later this year.  It is planned to have 2 members from each region to test the voting system out.  This 
will happen twice just to make sure it works as advertised.  Of course should the new website not be ready, we will use 
the current website just like in the past.  Once this is complete it is planned to do the same basic thing with the web-
site.  They will get a certain amount of users (probably 2 from each region) to “beta” test the website to make sure it 
works as “advertised”.  I think if this is done we will have a much better chance of getting a website that works.  I will give 
each of you a big “heads up” that the new website will be a big culture change for us and it might take a little time for one 
to adjust to it.  But in the long run, we will be much better off. 
 Proposed Amendments:  Normally when we have an election, there are “proposed amendments” (PAs) that the mem-
bership votes on.  There is only one this year.  Our Parliamentarian was tasked to combine our Constitution and By-
Laws into one document and to eliminate the redundancy that was in the current C&B.  This was not an easy task but it 
has been done.  Much smaller document and much easier to use as well.  Basically nothing really changed but the BOD 
felt that it should be voted on by the membership.  When the next edition of the American Submariner comes out, there 
will be a link in there for you to go look at the new C&B.  It is just too big (and would be very expensive) to put in the 
AS.  Please look it over when you can so that you can vote accordingly. 
 National Election:  The election this year will be conducted from August 16 to October 15.  The lineup is as fol-
lows:  National Commander, Wayne Standerfer; National Senior Vice Commander, Jon Jaques; National Junior Vice 
Commander, Steve Bell; National Treasurer, Paul Hiser; National Secretary, Ray Wewers; Northeast Regional Director, 
Les Altschuler; Southeast Regional Director; Ken Nichols; Central Regional Director, Tom Williams and Carl Schmidt; 
and Western Regional Director, Jim Denzien and Leonard Heiselt (I believe).  Plus the above PA that I discussed. 
 Poopiesuits and Cowboy Boots: I am sure all of you have seen the messages put out regarding this book.  I have not 
read it yet personally but the important part here is that the profits from this book is being donated to the CF for the 
  was the CO for the first deterrent patrol         
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Scholarship Fund.  That is $10 per book.  That is one really nice offering by the authors and a really good cause.  Just a 
good way for you to help out one of our causes and get a decent read as well. 
 Thresher Memorial:  I am sure most, if not all, of you have seen the POC regarding the memorial the Thresher Base 
has put out.  A really worthy cause and right up our street.  My understanding that it takes many letters to be able to get 
something like this accomplished at the Arlington National Cemetery.  I ask each and every one of you to take the time to 
fill out the letter given in the POC and send it in.  Only cost you a couple of minutes of your time and one postage 
stamp.  We have around 12,000 members so we really should flood this place with letters.  Thank you for taking the time 
to do this. 
 Groton Base Building:  The BOD voted to donate $1000 to the Groton Base for some necessary building up-
grades.  The Groton Base put out a call to their members asking for contributions to assist them in raising the necessary 
money for this building repair.  Unfortunately I don’t remember now what the upgrade is but I do know it is neces-
sary.  And as time moves on, I am sure this will happen as that is a very old building and needs many upgrades to 
it.  And also remember, this building belongs to all of us, not just Groton Base.  They just happen to be the ones that are 
there.  We are all invited to visit the place whenever we are in the area.  And if you are there, stop in, it is really a neat 
place.  And the beer is cold too. 
 Scholarship Applications:  It was reported that the Scholarship Chairman has only received 6 applications.  We nor-
mally have around 80 or so apply.  It might be that it is a little early, but I remind all of you that applications are due by 15 
April, no exceptions.  If you have a child or grandchild that is applying, please get it in and also make sure the applicant 
has answered (or filled in) all that is on the form.  Lack of information will cause a loss of points and each point is very 
critical to each applicant.  This is really a great opportunity for a descendant of ours to help in the finances of their educa-
tion. 
 Awards Submissions:  I know you in the SE know that as of last week, there were only 8 nominations submitted thus 
far.  I am sure most newsletters will come in later but there still needs to be more activity in this area.  Just look up the 
requirements in the manual and write to it.  Then submit them. 
 Future Midterm Meetings:  The BOD is looking at using a video conference call to hold future Midterm meetings.  This 
will probably be tried during the next scheduled online BOD meeting in June to work out the kinks in this.  If this works, it 
is one way of cutting back on some of our expenses.  Should this work, I am sure something will be put out so that the 
membership can stay plugged in.  And if it works well, we may use it for the regular BOD meetings, but we will just have 
to wait and see.  
 I am sure I missed some things (I am not a good note taker) and they will show up in the minutes the National Secretary 
will put out in the near future and will be posted on the website.  The facility we used was the same as the last conven-
tion.  Food was still good but the beer was expensive.  So I didn’t drink as many as normal (since I had to pay for 
them).  The comradery with the fellow BOD members was great, we just could not find a way to solve world hunger, but 
we tried. 
 Steve Bell 
SERD 
 

Passing of RADM Lloyd "Joe" Vasey, USN (Ret.)  

 
It is with deep regret I inform you of the passing of Rear Admiral Lloyd Roland "Joe" Vasey, USN (retired) on 7 Mar at 
age 101.  Joe graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1939 and retired in 1971.  Joe served on submarines for multi-
ple war patrols in the Pacific during World War II, and was awarded a Bronze Star with Combat V and the Submarine 
Combat Insignia.  He later had a key role in the development of plans for the employment of the Polaris missile system, 
and also participated in an inquiry into the Gulf of Tonkin incident in 1964 (and wrote an article about it in Proceedings in 
2010.)  He finished his career as the Assistant Chief of Staff for Plans to the Commander, U.S. Pacific Command, where 
he was responsible for plans regarding the "Vietnamization" of the Vietnam War from 1969-1971.  

 
Joe was son of Commander R.C. Vasey, who sailed with the Great White Fleet in 1907-1909.  Joe entered USNA via a 
competitive appointment while serving as a seaman apprentice in the U.S. Naval Reserve in Los Angles.   His USNA 
nickname was "Cuddlesome" but he was a fierce competitor and was a varsity swimmer at USNA.  His first assignments 
were in the battleship USS MISSISSIPI and destroyer USS PERKINS, before he reported for submarine school in Janu-
ary 1941.  He then reported to submarine R-20 based at New London, serving as Chief Engineer, First Lieutenant and 
Communications Officer.  From May 1942 until July 1944, he served aboard USS GUNNEL (SS-253) for several war 
patrols, including off the coast of Morocco and Spain in support of the Operation Torch landings, and then then two war 
patrols in the East China Sea and the vicinity of Honshu, sinking three Japanese cargo ships, initially as Torpedo Officer 
and First Lieutenant, and later as Executive Officer and Navigator.  From October 1944, he served as Executive Officer 
and Navigator aboard USS ANGLER (SS-240's) sixth successful war patrol, in the South China and Java  
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Seas.  On this patrol, ANGLER joined up with the damaged BERGALL which had been hit by a shell from a Japanese 
destroyer and was unable to dive.  ANGLER took most of BERGALL's crew on board, and trailed BERGALL as her skip-
per and a skeleton crew nursed her on the surface 2,000 miles back to Australia.  According to Joe's account, he was 
attacked 21 times by Japanese forces during his time on submarines.  He was then assigned to the staff of SUBRON 
FIVE while awaiting command of a submarine when the war ended.  He participated in the initial landings at Yokosuka, 
Japan where he had responsibility for inspecting and de-arming several Japanese midget submarines. 
 
Following the end of World War II, Joe served as the Director of Enlisted Records at BUPERS, followed by a tour as a 
White House Naval Aide.  His first command was the submarine USS CAPITAINE (SS-336) from May 1948 to Feb 1950 
for operations in the Pacific.  He then attended Stanford University where he earned a Master of Arts in Education.  This 
was followed by staff tours at Service Force Atlantic Fleet, the Submarine Squadron Two and Submarine Group, New 
London.  He then assumed command of Submarine Division ONE HUNDRED TWO at New London, until July 
1956.  Following graduation from the U.S. Navy War College, he served as Undersea Warfare Plans Officer, Strategic 
Plans Division of OPNAV, where he had a significant role in the development of plans for the employment of the Polaris 
weapon system.   
 
Beginning in 1959, he served as Assistant Chief of Staff for Logistics for CINCPACFLT, and then command of USS 
KAWISHIWI (AO-146.)  He then served on COMSEVENTHFLT staff, initially as plans officer and then Executive Assis-
tant during the period of the Gulf of Tonkin Incident.  He then held command of the cruiser USS Saint Paul (CA-73,) the 
flagship for FIRST Fleet, where he was selected for flag in in 1965.  He was then assigned to the Joint Staff in Washing-
ton DC, initially Deputy Director of Operations in the National Military Command Center and then as Secretary to the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
 
In October 1969, he assumed command of Cruiser Destroyer Division SEVEN aboard his flagship USS NEW JERSEY, 
including two major "Operation Strike" exercises in the Pacific.  He then reported for his final tour at CINCPAC, where he 
was awarded a Distinguished Service Medal.  It then appears that he retired in 1971, but continued to serve in the same 
assignment in a retired capacity until July of 1972, when he was awarded a second Legion of Merit.  The award citation 
describes this as "this turbulent period of withdrawal from the Republic of Vietnam and major forces adjustment."  This 
would indeed have been a most challenging time and assignment. 
 
Joe was a member of the US naval Institute and the founder of the Pacific Forum in Hawaii in 1975, where he remained 
active in national security matters, authoring several articles on China and Asia-Pacific issues.  On 17 Dec 2017, the 
U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 4300, the Admiral Lloyd R. "Joe" Vasey Pacific War Commemorative Dis-
play Establishment Act, authorizing the non-profit Pacific Historic Parks the establish a memorial to commemorate mem-
bers of the armed forces who fought in the Pacific Theater during World War II, a cause championed by RADM Vasey. 
 
Joe Vasey served our nation with great distinction in some of the most difficult assignments imaginable, clearly doing his 
duty to the utmost wherever he was sent.  I will give the last word to ADM Caldwell who said Joe was "one of the great 
ones, who was loved by all submariners who ever met him." 
 
Rest in Peace Admiral Vasey 
 
Very respectfully, 
 
Samuel J. Cox 
RADM, USN (Retired) 
Director of Naval History 
Curator of the Navy 
Director, Naval History and Heritage Command 
202-433-2210  samuel.cox@navy.mil 

mailto:samuel.cox@navy.mil
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 USSVI Charleston Base Meeting Minutes  

8 March 2018  
The attendance for the March 2018 meeting was 90 members.  
Opening Ceremonies: The meeting was called to order by Base Vice Commander Mike Knaub. A quo-
rum was present and the meeting started at 1900 .Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the Invocation and 
the Tolling of the Boats lost in March was given by Base Chaplain Nick Nichols. The USSVI Creed was 
read by Base Secretary Mike Ciesielko. Mike Knaub welcomed the members and guests to the meeting.  
Introductions: The following introduced themselves at the meeting: MS (SS) Ken Lutz Qual Boat: USS 
Ben Franklin SSBN 640  
Secretary: The Minutes have been published and promulgated. Are there any additions or deletions? If 
not the Minutes are Approved  
Treasurer: The treasurer’s report is published and promulgated. Are there any additions or deletions? If 
not the report is Approved.  
Chaplain:  

 Quartermaster First Class, Submarines, Walter James Curtis,  
US Navy World War II Submarine Veteran  

Departed on Eternal Patrol – February 10, 2018  
Chief Torpedoman’s Mate, Submarines, Vernon J. Freshour  

United States Navy Retired  
Departed on Eternal Patrol – March 1, 2018  

March Report  
Highlighted boat of the month:  
USS PERCH SS-176 was lost on March 3, 1942 near Java with no immediate loss of life, while on her 
1st war patrol. She survived 2 severe depth chargings in less than 200 feet of water by 3 Japanese de-
stroyers. The crew abandoned ship and scuttled her. Of the 59 officers and men taken prisoner, 53 sur-
vived the war and six died as POWs.  
You will notice on each table there is a single red rose and a card. These were place there by Mrs. Mau-
reen Curtis, widow of Walt Curtis. The card reads:  
“The family of Walter J. Curtis acknowledges with grateful appreciation the kind expression of your sym-
pathy. Since my emotions make it difficult to stand before you, I am writing to express to you how much 
Walt and I enjoyed the meetings, events, but mostly the friendships. I wanted to let each and every one 
of you know how much my family and I appreciate your prayers for Walt. For those of you that were able 
to come and participate during the visitation, it was an absolutely beautiful ceremony. My family and I 
were so impressed and moved. Walt was so very proud to be part of this fine group. Thank you – we 
shall never forget. Maureen Curtis and family.”  
Additionally there were two cards with donations for the Scholarship Fund which totaled $85.00.  

QM1(SS) Walter James Curtis, a WWII Submarine Veteran, departed on Eternal Patrol, Feb. 10, 
2018. Charleston Base conducted a Bell Tolling at the viewing in the FH Chapel. The FRA conducted 
their Two Bell prior to Charleston Base. There was a very good turnout for these services. Walt joined 
the Navy in 1942 and left in 1953. He was a member of US Submarine Veterans of WWII, USSVI Na-
tional (Life Member 2004), USSVI Charleston Base (2014), USSVI Weeki Wachee Base (2009), the Hol-
land Club and FRA Branch 269. Walt qualified on USS SHAD SS-235 in 1943 making several war pa-
trols. He also was a plankowner on BLACKFISH SS-221 and served on BOWFIN SS-287.  

TMC(SS) Vernon J. Freshour departed on Eternal Patrol March 1, 2018 in Bucklin KS. Vern had 
moved to Bucklin to be near family. He joined the Navy in 1956 and retired in 1978. He was a member of 
USSVI National (Life Member 2003), Charleston Base (Life Member 2003) and the Holland Club. Vern 
qualified on USS STERLET SS-392 in 1957. He also served on TRUMPETFISH SS-425, CASIMIR PU-
LASKI SSBN-633, SIMON BOLIVAR SSBN-641 and ETHAN ALLEN SSBN/SSN-608.  

Tom Cyrek fell at home last Tuesday (Feb. 27th). Trip to the ER did not show a problem. Went back to 
ER on Sunday and was admitted to MUSC for 2 cracked vertebrae. The operation is risky if needed. He 
is now home in a body brace and on heavy pain killers every 4 hours. Knobby, Deborah and Ed Stank 
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went to see him yesterday and took soup.  

Ken Curtis just recovered from 3 weeks of the flu and now has pneumonia. He went to the VA ER at 
0330 Sunday night. Says he feels lousy but a little better each day.  

Jimmy Legg went to the VA for problems breathing and found out it was pneumonia. He also has a 
lump on the breathing tube going to his right lung. After biopsy, MRI, CT scan decided it was 99.9% sure 
it's cancer. MUSC doctors are making a plan but looks like several weeks of radiation for 5 days and 
chemo for 1 day. Doctors are very optimistic this will clear up the cancer. Covet your prayers.  

Marty Sessler had surgery on his Left knee on 22 Feb. Now home and doing great. Had doctor ap-
pointment today and doctor is pleased with his progress.  

Charles Wood had major heart surgery on Dec. 28th. He completed his stay in Hallmark Rehab and is 
now home. Actually he is here tonight.  

Luke Murphy was in the VA Hospital beginning February 24th. He had a stroke that affected his left 
leg and some issues with his feeding tube blocking. On March 2nd he was moved to NHC Healthcare in 
West Ashley. Judy says he now is responding to his left leg being stimulated which is good. He is still 
having problems with the feeding tube blocking which is bad. If you would like to visit the address is 2230 
Ashley Crossing Dr, Charleston, SC 29414 and there are no set visiting hours. The door does lock at 
2000. Judy says you can call or text her (843.560.0431) if you have any questions.  

Jimmy Kimbrell’s sister-in-law, Becky, passed away on Feb 27 in Batesburg SC.  

Mark Hunter’s son, Peter, died in a car wreck on March 3rd. Peter’s memorial service will be at the 
FRA on Sunday, March 11th.  

 

 Ron Chambers was discharged from the hospital today and has been diagnosed with congestive heart 
disease.  

 

 
I still need page 2s for about 30% of our members.  
If you have a change of mailing address, phone number, email address please let the base leadership 
know about it. We need to make sure all of our records are updated so we can make contact with you if 
we need to.  
I have volunteered to be the Charleston Base contact with the 2018 Charleston Submarine Birthday Ball 
Committee. The SubBall will be April 7th located at Trident Tech again. A representative from the Com-
mittee is here tonight to report. The website is http://www.charlestonsubball.org/  
WEBMASTER NOTES:  

for 2018.  

 

membership via email will be listed and updated on the events page.  
 
Membership: Larry Knutson reported that there are 275 Members  
Kaps for Kids: Bill reported that the next Kaps for Kids visit is March 20th.  
Veterans Affairs: Ken Curtis was not present. No report. Check the website.  
FRA: Larry Cox reported That the next FRA Meeting is 15 March and there is a Saint Patty’s day Party 
at the Fleet on 17 March.  
Submarine Veterans of World War II: Stacy Power was present tonight.  
NPS Awards: March 9th. One of the recipients is John Walker. This is a famous name in the submarine 
circles.  
Guest Speaker: EMN1(SS) Brandon Perkins gave us details of the SUB Ball Tickets. These can be pur-
chased online only and are $35.00 each for SUBVETS.  
CRAMA: No Report.  
Little David: Rick Wise is asking for working party Volunteers. Email or call him.  
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Public Affairs: No Report  
Storekeeper: No Report  
Special Events: No Report.  
Chief of the Boat: Joe Lunn reported the Oyster roast was a success.  
Base Commander: Was not present. No Report.  
Old Business: Ed Stank reported that The Victory House visit will be 13th March 2018. New regulations 
prevent us from giving them a Picnic. (cannot bring outside food in anymore)  
New Business: The Amberjack Ceremony will be April 14th Muster time is 0900 and service will be at 
1000  
Good of the Order:  
The After Battery: Hog Roast is April 21st. The festivities start April 16th and run all week. The New 
England Subvets will be down again as well. There is a raffle for a 30-30 rifle. Tickets are $10.00 each.  
Nuclear Historian:  
Recently I heard about an officer, and a yeoman driving along and “BANG”. They had a flat tire. So the 
officer calls his chief to find out how to fix it. The Chief tells the officer to take wheel off, with the proper 
tool. The Chief asks the Officer, “You do know what a lug wrench is don’t you?” “Sure I do” the Officer 
responded. The Officer then asks the Yeoman is this a lug wrench?” You know the rest of the story.  
Years old always wanted a pair of “authentic” boots, so seeing some on sale he bought them and wore 
them home. Walking proudly, he sauntered into the kitchen and said to his wife, “Notice anything differ-
ent about me?” Jean looked him over and replied, “Nope”. Frustrated as all get out, RW stormed off into 
the bathroom, undressed and walked back into the kitchen completely naked except for the new boot. 
Again he asked Jean, a little this time, “Notice anything different now???” Jean looked up and said in her 
best deadpan response, “RW, what’s different? It was hanging down yesterday and it will be hanging 
down tomorrow.”  
Furious, RW yells out “And do you know why it’s hanging down, Jean?” “Nope, not a clue,” she replied. 
“It is hanging down because it is looking at my new boots!!!” Without missing a beat Jean replied, 
“Should of bought a hat, Rick! Shoulda bought a hat!”  
Next month I will start a special series on “Something to offend everyone”.  
Gun Club: Mike Ciesielko had no report.  
The Red FRA ticket was won by Marty Sessler  
The depth charge was won by Bill Hayes  
Benediction: Chaplain Nick Nichols gave the benediction.  
Meeting Adjourned: Following the benediction by Nick Nichols, the Base Vice Commander adjourned 
the meeting at 1950.  
 

Charleston Base Presents Submariners’ Legacy Award To NPS Class 1704 

Rick Wise presents Charleston Base Submariners’ Legacy to ENS John Walker (3.79) and ETN3 Dylan Freiermuth (3.83) 
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2018 Submarine Birthday Ball 

118 Years of US Navy Submarines 

April 7
th

, 2018 

1730-1830: Cocktail Hour/VIP Gathering; 1830: Call to Dinner 

Trident Technical College Culinary Institute 7000 Rivers Ave, Bldg 

920, North Charleston, SC 29406 

Tickets:  SUBVET + 1 guest - $35 each; other guests $50 each. Buy 

tickets online at http://www.charlestonsubball.org/tickets.html 
Menu: Chose one- Beef, Chicken, Vegetarian options available.  
Dress Code: SUBVETS have been requested to wear their Vests (no covers). The 

Vest uniform: Vest, Dolphin/Submariner/Dark Tie, Blue Shirt (long Sleeve) and 

Khaki pants. This is a formal event. (Alternate uniform for SUBVETs is Charles-

ton Tuxedo: Navy Blue Blazer with Dolphins, Dolphin/Submariner/Dark Tie, Blue 

Shirt and Khaki pants 

 

Guest Speaker: Rear Admiral Jeffrey T. Jablon, Deputy Director, Plans and 

Policy (J5), U.S. Strategic Command 

Biography: http://www.navy.mil/navydata/bios/bio.asp?bioID=925 

http://www.charlestonsubball.org/tickets.html
http://www.navy.mil/navydata/bios/bio.asp?bioID=925
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Charleston Base and the Little David 
 
In February of 2004 Charleston Base took on the task of restoring the CSS David replica that was built for the South 

Carolina Bi-centennial in 1970. The CSS David, also known as Little David, was a low profile steam driven torpedo boat 

that was used to try to break the blockade of Charleston during the Civil War. 
 

The restoration took six month and several thousand man-hours to complete. USSVICB is responsible for its upkeep. The 
operation reminded many of us of a submarine refit. A total of 32 members of Charleston Base worked on the project 

and at that time the membership was only 72. 

 
Description of work done by Charleston Base. 

 
About 75% of the bottom was removed and new sections rolled and welded in. 

Entire hull was sandblasted and painted, inside and out. 
Most of hull was sheathed in wood to more resemble the actual construction. 

A new torpedo was manufactured. 

A new cockpit was manufactured with the ability to install a canvas cover to keep rain out. 
 

Every year members of the base participate in maintaining the replica that stands in front of the Berkeley Museum in 
Moncks Corner, SC. This year the work will take place in late April or May. 

 
 

CSS David Replica Before Restoration 

CSS David Replica After Restoration 
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Editors Note; I chose to include this because a member of Charleston Base on Eternal Patrol, RADM James B. Osborne, 
was the CO for the first deterrent patrol of the  USS George Washington SSBN 598 that left from NWS, Charleston. 

Post #598: Primus In Pace 
If you cross parts of the great American prairie, you can still see the ruts of the wagons that crossed the vast wilderness on 

their way to the west. Those ruts have been superseded by ribbons of concrete and asphalt that stretch from sea to shining 

sea and remind you of where we have been and where we have yet to go. 

On the other hand, you can scour the oceans as long as you want and you will never find evidence that the mighty submarine 

warship USS George Washington was there. From the minute she started her first underway in 1960 until she was decom-

missioned on January 24, 1985, her path was largely undetected with a few notable exceptions along the way. That part of 

her story was long after I left her and will remain for another day. 

PRIMUS IN PACE 
These submarines paved the way for the group of boats known as the “Forty One for Freedom” boats. 

 
Each succeeding hull number series brought greater capabilities and more powerful weapons. But through it all, the Georgefish 

sailed on and played her role. She sailed in the Atlantic and the Pacific and places unknown for a few generations of sailors. I was 

assigned to be an Auxiliaryman in 1973 and spent two years learning about the boat, about submarining in general and about myself. 

I would like to say I did things that were heroic and memorable but that would be a lie. Like most submariners of that age, I mainly 

just did my job. 

Not that there weren’t interesting times. We sailed out of Guam and I the early seventies, Guam and Mother Nature treated us to a 

couple of typhoons. The Vietnam War was ending and the Cold War was heating up so we had a lot of company on our way into and 

out of Guam. Those Soviet fishing boats liked to show us how well they could navigate while listening for telltale signs of submarine 

sounds. Even when we got on station, we knew that there would be great challenges. Submarines sometimes came closer to the sur-

face for different reasons and the enemy had many faces. Some of those faces were actual patrolling craft and sometimes the enemy 

took the form of great open ocean storms. 

THE NEW KID 
When I first reported aboard, I learned about how life is ordered. If you are new and not qualified to do anything, sleeping was more 

of a rare privilege than a right. You can’t imagine how low you are on the food chain until you have to clean out the trash compactor 

room with all of the smells that still manage to come back after over forty years. When things need to be quiet, trash accumulates 

quickly and the stench fills your nose. There really is no place to go that you can avoid that odor when you are working in the scul-

lery so you just learn to talk yourself out of being sick. 

 

The bunk that I was assigned was directly below the scullery. Since the scullery wasn’t watertight, often the liquids would come 

down the long shaft of the TDU (trash disposal unit) and settled near where I slept (when I actually got to sleep). I have to be honest, 

I was not aware how lucky I was to have a rack at the time but in retrospect, I remember being extra careful to clean my space and 

keep it spotless. 

After a tour as a mess cook, it’s off to the helms planes station. Compared to the diving stations I see on the modern boats, ours 

looked like something out of an ancient handbook. We had manual depth counters, a rudder angle indicator, an actual bubble incli-

nometer and two colors: white when it was light and red lights when it was rigged for red. You learn what ultimate boredom is and 

sheer panic is while sitting in the same seats. You also learn to control them both. The boredom on an old boomer is traveling at a set 

speed for days on end, sometimes varying your depth, always following the compass to you next path. We kept ourselves awake with 

https://theleansubmariner.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/41freedom.jpg
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cigarettes and coffee and hot cocoa. We learned old sailor stories from the more seasoned Petty Officers, Chiefs and sometimes Offi-

cers that kept us company on our long drive to nowhere. 

Man Battle Stations – cue the really annoying electronic alarm 
Then there would be the moments of stress. Battle Stations Missile, Battle Stations Torpedo, Collision Alarms, Fires and flooding in 

some of the most unusual places. Mostly drills but you didn’t always know it. You went from practically asleep to wide eyed and 

alert in moments as everything around you changed too. Headphone would be manned, communications between missile control, 

engineering and the torpedo room would come rattling across like bullets from a machine gun. During all of these, you kept focus on 

what was in front of you. 

In some cases, your rudder or planes would no longer function properly. We drilled on the back up process which was incredibly old 

fashioned and manual. Minutes seemed like hours. Somewhere, hundreds of feet behind you, shipmates who just minutes before may 

have been sleeping or eating were struggling to activate an emergency backup system and restore the ship. 

There was no place to go. 
When an actual casualty did occur, all the discipline and practice kicked, almost as if directed by unseen hands. Men knew where to 

go and what equipment they would need. We practiced in the dark just in case the lights were out. We knew where every twist and 

turn was located so that we could get through the maze of equipment without becoming casualties ourselves. Your heart would be 

racing a hundred miles an hour as you took your position but you were there. Waiting if needed but ready. 

It paid off more times that I can tell you. The Georgefish was well worn by 1974. She had some shipyard time for repairs and up-

grades in weapons systems, but some things just fell below the radar. So when she found herself in a Northern Pacific monster storm 

and had to go up for a communications pass, she got to test the designer’s abilities and the builder’s skills. 

The wave 
I do not know what the size of the waves were that came rolling over us in a series of loud canon shots. I do know that the boat incli-

nometer was clearly indicating that every other swell took us to forty five degrees. I do know that it was black as night and the Offi-

cer of the Deck kept saying he couldn’t see a damn thing. The rudder was nearly useless in trying to keep us on course and we 

popped to the surface where we remained for the next twenty minutes. We were caught in a surfacing effect between the wave 

troughs. The missile deck superstructure was higher than the pressure hull and it worked as a magnet holding us fast on top. Then 

came “the wave”. It was horrendous and sounded like the loudest clap of thunder I had ever heard. I was standing back fro the dive 

stand near the officer of the deck when I heard the loud spraying noise coming from somewhere in front of me. Followed by loud 

yelling of the men caught in its path. We had all been taught from the very first that flooding and fires kill people first and subma-

rines second. 

Just at that moment, the Captain came into the control room and turned the lights on. He said, there is no use having the lights off 

officer of the deck, you can’t see anything. Then he took the deck and the Conn. Sizing up the situation quickly he saw what had 

happened. The hydraulic supply line to the ram that controlled the fairwater planes had a small blow out plug in it that was supposed 

to protect the lines in case of over pressurizations. It worked. The 3000 PSI supply line was over pressurized when the wave forced 

the fairwater planes to fight against the ordered position. It did exactly what it was supposed to. 

My Chief was the Chief of the Watch and he isolated the line stopping the flow of oil. The planes were now frozen in the “rise” posi-

tion. Both the inboard and outboard planesmen were covered with hydraulic oil so they were relieved and sent below. That left me 

(as the messenger) the only choice to sit in the outboard station and the rudder was shifter over. They were cleaning up the oil all 

around me as the boat continued to rock and I tried to control the rudder. 

The Captain ordered a massive amount of water flooded into the variable ballast tanks. Thousands and thousands of pounds of cold 

sea water made the boat heavier and heavier until finally, we broke the grip the ocean held on us. Now the boat began to sink quickly 

and as we passed 150 feet, the reactor gave up the ghost. The main propulsion for the boat comes from that single screw driven by 

the steam created in the reactor. But all of the wild gyrations on the surface must have affect the plant. Without that power, the huge 

pumps needed to get rid of all that extra water would have to sit and wait. Restoring power would take everything. 

Fairwaters jammed on full rise 
As the boats downward speed increased, I remember hugging the stern planes yoke to my chest. Full rise. Trying to take advantage 

of any residual speed still left on the no longer responding screw. My eyes were glued to the dial that showed us slowly sinking 

closer and closer to test depth. I was only nineteen. I really didn’t want to die. But I also didn’t want to let go of that yoke. The Cap-

tain was behind me watching the same thing. 

As we approached test depth, maneuvering called on the 2MC and reported that the reactor was back on line and propulsion was be-

ing restored. We were moments away from having to do an emergency blow. If that had failed, we would have been a worse disaster 

than the Thresher. I didn’t think about that at the time. I just kept asking God to keep us alive. The next few hours were a blur. We 

came back up from the deeps and had to porpoise the boat. The fairwater planes were still stuck on full rise so I had a depth band of 

about 75 feet to play with. I think I got pretty good at it as they came up with a replacement blowout plug and restored the planes. I 

finally got relieved and was so very happy to just go and lay my head down for a while. 

The remainder of that trip was unremarkable. It’s funny how that works. When we returned to port and gave the boat to the Gold 

Crew, I was still in a bit of a haze. I wasn’t really sure I ever wanted to go back to sea. But I did. There were more adventures and 

other casualties along the way. A few fires, an Oxygen generator rapid depressurization, and losing the rudder ram when the end cap 

sheared off during another storm. 
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FOR SALE 
Charleston Base members who have items they wish to sell may send me the information for inclu-
sion in the newsletter. Items will run for three issues or until I’m notified by the person submitting 
the ad that it is no longer needed. 

A different kind of war, a different kind of warrior 
Some people will say that we weren’t in a war. Fair enough. The work that many of us did was far from anything that resembled  

Vietnam of the Gulf Wars. I would never try and take anything away from anyone who has served in active combat where you don’t 

know from minute to minute if this is your last. I didn’t see my first Russian Officer face to face until a few years after I retired when 

a former Soviet Submariner came to Kansas on a trade mission shopping for deals on wheat. He seemed nice enough. 

Our only real claim to fame was that in all the years we sailed, not a single missile flew with a hostile intent in mind. Lots of practice 

shots along the way but the very fact that we could not be pinned down must have given old Ivan a lot to think about all those years. 

For all of his craziness, he wasn’t too bad of an enemy. He at least understood that the one nation that has actually used nuclear 

weapons had enough to make any victor just as much as a loser. 

Saying Goodbye 
I was stationed in Bremerton when the Georgefish showed up for decommissioning. A lot of water had travelled over both of our 

hulls by that time. I have the distinction of sailing on the first SSBN and the first Trident USS Ohio. I can assure you that the differ-

ence was dramatic. Both filled the same role but the destructive power of an Ohio Class boomer is breathtaking. 

It was a very cold day in January 1985. I have no idea how the Navy found out that I had been a young sailor on the Georgefish but I 

got a personal invitation. She looked odd sitting next to the pier with no missile compartment. I felt a loss it is hard to explain. That 

feeling would return decades later when I stood on the hill looking at her sail in Connecticut. But all things come to an end. Except 

the stories. Those will live long past the boat or the men who sailed on her. 

 

My life was profoundly influenced by my association with the men and women of America’s submarine program. I would not trade 

the experience for any other kind of experience the world has to offer. am also profoundly grateful to those who taught me, accepted 

me as one of their own, and made sure that we never left ruts in the ocean. 
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FIREARMS TRANSFERS 
 www.rt2brarms.com 

 Info@RT2BRArms.com Standard 

Transfer Fee: $20 USSVI Member $15 

SC CWP Holders: $5 discount 

MC SQUARED Cables, LLC is an Economi-

cally Disadvantaged Woman/Veteran/Minority 

and Disabled Veteran-owned small business. 

We provide our customers with reliable cables 

that are physically and electrically appropriate 

for their applications, and conformant to the 

most demanding industrial requirements and 

military specifications. See Flyer  at 

http://www.ussvicb.org/business-discounts/

MCSQUARED Business Description.pdf  

for more information  

http://rt2brarms.com/
mailto:Info@RT2BRArms.com
http://www.ussvicb.org/business-discounts/MC%20SQUARED%20Business%20Description.pdf
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swampfoxutilities@cs.com  

 
Kathy Sumner - MBA / Realtor – License# 91234  

843.475.7431 – KathyHSumner@kw.com  

www.SumnerPropertyGroup.com  

1180 Sam Rittenberg Blvd, Charleston SC 29407  

mailto:swampfoxutilities@cs.com
mailto:KathyHSumner@kw.com
http://www.sumnerpropertygroup.com/

