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USSVI Creed
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives
in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and
patriotism to the United States Government”

Base web page: www.ussvicb.org
National web page: www.ussvi.org

Base Meeting:

Thursday, July 12, 2007
Social hour 1800, General Meeting 1900

Location:

Fleet Reserve Association Branch 269, Low Country Home
99 Wisteria Rd.
Goose Creek, South Carolina. Phone 843-569-2962

Base Officers Phone Number

Commander Steve Nelms 843-563-7115

Vice Commander Carl Chinn 843-875-3098

Secretary Ronnie Kerstetter 843-367-1026

Treasurer George Lisle 843-559-4242

Special Officers Phone Number

Chief of the Boat Marty Sessler 843-871-1536

Public Affairs Richard Cleeve 843-899-4563

Sub Vets WWII Barnwell Chaplin 843-762-6945

Nuclear Historian Ed Simokat 843-873-1709

Veterans Affairs John Nichols 843-873-5897

Chaplain John Nichols 843-873-5897

Membership Carl Chinn 843-875-3098

Holland Club Bob Lowe 843-573-9045

Little David Project Rick Wise 843-875-5559

Roving Reporter Rick Wise 843-875-5559

Scholarship Jim Yates 843-873-0246

Newsletter Carl Chinn 843-875-3098

Storekeeper Paul Viering 843-797-2623

Alcohol & Gaming Dave Mueller 843-553-2775

Minutes of the June 2007 meeting

Attendance for the June 14, 2007 meeting was 108

Opening Ceremony: Base Commander, Steve
Nelms, called the meeting to order. A Quorum was
present and the meeting was commenced at 1907.

Introductions: Four new people were introduced;

Alcohol & Gaming: No report

Holland Club: Bobby Lowe presented a patch and
certificate to inductees Boyce Williams, and Harry
Kirk. Danny Davis was not present.
Congratulations for being designated submarine
qualified for 50 years.
The HOLLAND CLUB is an exclusive group
within the Sub Vets organization where the







Scholarship: No report thinks I play piano in a whorehouse."

Bognar Cowman Dasch Deal
Freshour Gunnis Hazard Jones
Keller Kennedy Menefee Owens
Petersen Simpo Snyder, R.R. Stoll
Stuffle

Membership and Dues Information:

We are currently the third largest base in size. We have
277 members behind Groton (2,271) and San Diego (327).
Keep on recruitin’!

If you have any changes to your membership info
(address, phone, e-mail, etc.) you can now make those
changes directly on-line in the Sub Vets national database.
If you want, I can make the changes for you...just let me
know. If you have changes, please let me know at
chasbasemembernews@sc.rr.com or carlc@sc.rr.com
or call 875-3098. This is so we can keep our local
information current and accurate. PLEASE send changes
to me! I update the COB, Chaplin and others with
contact/personal information.

July 12 – Regular meeting, 1900, FRA Branch 269

Terminology Trivia
“Frocking of Naval Personnel”
An early use of "frock" (15th century) referred to the
long habit characteristically worn by monks. Through
the centuries, frock came to describe various loose
garments of some length. The "frock coat," which
was a long-skirted garment coming almost to the
knees, became a popular fashion for men in the early
19th century and was quickly adopted for military
uniforms. It is feasible that the frock coat was so
called because the length was reminiscent of earlier
clothing articles.
There is an alternative explanation for the term "frock
coat." An ornamental closure, called a "frog," which
consisted of a spindle-shaped button passing through

July Submarines Lost:

USS S 28 SS 133 July 4, 1944
USS Robalo SS 273 July 26, 1944

There is a port of no return, where ships
May ride at anchor for a little space
And then, some starless night, the cable slips,
Leaving an eddy at the mooring place . . .
Gulls, veer no longer. Sailor, rest your oar.
No tangled wreckage will be washed ashore.

From the Base Commander

I want to report that we had 139 ballots cast in the
District 4 Commander vote. With 277 members this is
only 50 percent of our members voting. I am
disappointed in this number since I was expecting
nearly 100%. This issue is closer to home than most
(although ALL issues are important) because one of our
own members is running.
The results of the vote should be announced 23 July.
Remember…if you don’t vote, don’t BITCH!

Obituary
We offer our sincere condolences to our shipmate,
ICCS (SS) Ovie ‘Mike’ Mulkey, his wife Ann and
their family on the death in the line of duty of their
son, Capt. Louis Mark Mulkey, Charleston Fire
Fighter. Please send your cards to the family at:
The Mulkey Family, 405 Rose Lane, Summerville,
SC 29485-5730.

Capt. Louis Mark Mulkey, 34, of Charleston,



a loop of material or braid, was typical on military
uniforms at least as early as the mid-18th century.
The expression could have evolved from frog coat to
frock coat.
Our assumption is that the current usage of
"frocking" is in some way related to the officer's
frock coats. The verb form "to frock," relating
originally to the monk's cloak, meant "to invest with
priestly office or privilege." Perhaps this idea of
establishing position by the donning of a particular
garment is resurrected here. Another explanation for
the link between the term and the practice is that the
early undress uniform for a midshipman was a short
coat whereas that for a lieutenant was a frock coat.
When a midshipman was appointed to act in the
capacity of a lieutenant, he wore the uniform of the
latter. In this instance, it could be said he was
"frocked."
Regarding the practice of frocking itself, there are
various instances in Navy Regulations at least as
early as 1802 of personnel assuming the uniform of
the next higher rank, not necessarily with higher pay,
when appointed by proper authority to assume the
duties and responsibilities of that rank prior to actual
promotion. These appointments were sometimes
temporary as when it was necessary rapidly to swell
the ranks during war time, especially in the Civil
War. Other instances concerned a commander's need
to fill an unforeseen vacancy for which there was no
one of equal rank. In this case, a junior who was
qualified for promotion would assume the uniform
and duties pending approval by the Navy
Department.
The practice that we currently refer to as frocking has
been in common usage in one form or another
throughout the Navy's history. There does not seem
to be a definite point however at which the practice
was first established. The original use of the term
"frocking" to describe the current policy is also
unclear, but probably is of recent vintage as it does
not appear in earlier documents (18th-19th century).
The 1974 version is the earliest Bureau of Naval
Personnel Manual to contain the policy itself and
refer to it as "frocking."

Petty Officer Rating Badge Locations and Eagle
Designs

The uniform regulations of 19 February 1841
introduced a sleeve mark for the uniforms of petty
officers consisting of an eagle facing left (from the
wearer's perspective) with wings pointed down, while
perched on a fouled anchor. It was to be worn half

husband of Lauren Bennett Mulkey died Monday,
June 18, 2007. A gathering of family and friends
will be held Friday, June 22, 2007 from 4 until 8
o'clock and Saturday, June 23, 2007 from 12
o'clock until 4 o'clock at James A. Dyal Funeral
Home, 303 South Main Street, Summerville. A
memorial service will be held Saturday evening,
June 23, 2007 at 6 o'clock at Summerville High
School Stadium. Graveside funeral service will be
held Sunday, June 24, 2007 at 5 o'clock at
Summerville Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the Coach Mulkey
Scholarship Fund at any Wachovia Bank location.
Louis was born October 10, 1972 in Groton,
Connecticut, son of Ovie Michael Mulkey and
Elizabeth Ann Kornahrens Mulkey of Summerville.
He was a graduate of Summerville High School,
Class of 1991. He attended Newberry College and
USC. He was a Sertoma Football and Basketball
Coach with Summerville High School and a
firefighter with City of Charleston Fire Department.
He attended St. Joseph Catholic Church. Survivors
including his wife and parents are, one brother,
Wayne Mulkey of Navarre, Florida; two nieces,
Kathryn Danielle Mulkey and Kayla Elizabeth
Mulkey both of Navarre, Florida; mother and
father-in-law, Karen and Michael Bennett of
Gaithersburg, Maryland; grandmother, Elizabeth
Kornahrens of Mt. Pleasant; several cousins and
two cities of numerous friends, students and co-
workers. ARRANGEMENTS BY JAMES A.
DYAL FUNERAL HOME, 303 SOUTH MAIN
STREET, SUMMERVILLE, SOUTH
CAROLINA. Visit our guestbook at
www.charleston.net/deaths. Published in the
Charleston Post & Courier on 6/21/2007.

Obituary 2
It is my very sad duty to advise that Admiral
Eugene B. Fluckey, went on Eternal Patrol at
11:45PM EDT 28 June 2007. He was in the
Hospice Unit at Anne Arundel Hospital, Annapolis
MD. He will be cremated and inurned in the
Columbarium at the Naval Academy. A service
will be held at the Naval Academy Chapel with
inurnment following at a later date, estimated at
least four weeks. Admiral Fluckey was the last
living Submariner from WWII to have received the
Medal of Honor. Another hero is at peace.

Admiral Fluckey. . . Rest your oar

Trayer Commissioned at RTC



way between the elbow and shoulder on the front of
the sleeve. Boatswain's Mates, Gunner's Mates,
Carpenter's Mates, Masters at Arms, Ship's Stewards
and Ship's Cooks wore it on the right sleeve while
Quarter Masters, Quarter Gunners, Captains of the
Forecastle, Captains of Tops, Captains of the
Afterguard, Armorers, Coopers, Ship's Corporals and
Captains of the Hold wore it on the left sleeve. It was
difficult to distinguish between different ratings using
this system.
The uniform regulations of 1 December 1866
introduced a system of rating badges, with eight
specialty marks. Depending on design and where
these badges were worn, thirteen ratings could be
identified. A petty officer rating badge incorporating
an eagle, specialty mark and chevrons with points
down was introduced in the uniform regulations of
1886.
The eagle faced left with its wings pointed
horizontally to the sides. The regulations specified
that petty officers of the starboard watch were to
wear rating badges on their right sleeves. The left
sleeve was to be used for those on the port watch.
General Order 431, dated 24 September 1894,
changed the eagle's wings to point upward, though
the eagle continued to face to the left. The uniform
regulations of 25 January 1913 changed the location
of rating badges so that ratings badges were no longer
worn on the sleeves corresponding to assigned
watches. Right arm rates were to signify men of the
Seamen Branch; left arm rates were to be used by
personnel of the Artificer Branch, Engine Room
Force, and all other petty officers. The eagle
continued to face left on all rating badges.
The uniform regulations of 31 May 1941 specified
that the eagle was to face to the left in the rates
comprising the Seaman Branch: Boatswain Mate,
Turret Captain, Signalman, Gunner's Mate, Fire
Controlman, Quartermaster, Mineman and
Torpedoman's Mate. All other rating badges were to
have an eagle facing to the right.
Right arm rates were disestablished 2 April 1949,
after having been eliminated by Change #1, dated 24
February 1948, to the 1947 uniform regulations. All
rating badges were to be worn on the left sleeve with
the eagle facing to the right.
For further information:
Stacy, John A. U.S. Navy Rating Badges, Specialty
Marks and Distinguishing Marks, 1885-1982. Ft.
Washington MD: The author, 1982.

Tily, James C. The Uniforms of the United States
Navy. New York: Thomas Yoseloff, 1964.

NAVAL STATION GREAT LAKES, Ill. -- The
Navy's newest and largest simulator, USS Trayer
(BST 21), was commissioned here June 18.
Trayer is a 210-foot Arleigh Burke-class destroyer
simulator that is ready to embark and train more
than 40,000 recruits each year as the centerpiece for
Battle Stations 21 at the only Recruit Training
Command (RTC) in the Navy.
Battle Stations 21 began in 1997, as part of a 10-
year, $763 million recapitalization of recruit
training facilities. The Navy is hoping Trayer and
Battle Stations 21 will now set new standards in
training by using the latest in simulation technology
-- video screens, smells, vibrations and sound
effects.
Commissioning ceremony keynote speakers praised
the simulator and the work done by its builders and
current facilitators.
Vice Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Patrick M.
Walsh called Trayer a quantum leap in technology
and capabilities in casualty training.
“This vision [Trayer and Battle Stations 21] has
resulted in a multi-sensory simulator incorporating
the best special technology from industry. If I did
not know better, I would think I was standing on a
pier in Norfolk, instead of inside a building in
Illinois,” Walsh said.
The commander of Navy Education and Training,
Rear Adm. Gary R. Jones, said it was a vital need
for the Navy and America.
“America needs a combat-ready naval force
capable of winning wars, deterring aggression,
preserving the freedom of the seas, and promoting
peace and security,” he said. “[Thanks to facilities
like Trayer and those who work here], we are and
will remain a warfighting, seagoing service.”
Local U.S. Congressman Mark Kirk called it the
best training facility on the planet.
The more than 250 people in attendance looked on
in awe as Trayer was brought to life and
commissioned at RTC.
The commissioning ceremony for Trayer was as
real as any held in San Diego, Norfolk or anywhere
else in the Navy. But this commissioning was
unique because this new “Tin Can” is dry-docked
inside the USS Iowa complex at RTC in Great
Lakes. The entire Iowa complex cost $82.5 million
including the high-tech simulator.
Jones called Trayer and Battle Stations 21 an
invaluable tool in training and testing each recruit.
“This is a very special day to be a Sailor and a great
day to be a member of the Navy and Marine Corps
team. It’s a special day because today is a chance to


