
    

HMCS(SS) Robert Franklin Hopkins 
Eternal Patrol on April 5, 2024 
 
     Robert "Hop" Franklin Hopkins, 87, of Rockwell, passed away Friday, April 5, 2024 
at Novant Health Rowan Medical Center in Salisbury, NC. 
     He was born December 12, 1936 in Albemarle, NC to the late Lonnie Ray Hopkins 
and Essie Mae Canup Hopkins. In addition to his parents, Robert was preceded in 
death by his sister, Shirley Marianne Welch. Robert was raised in Rockwell and 
graduated from Rockwell High School. He enlisted in the Navy in 1956 and served for 
30 years before retiring. Twelve of those years were spent on submarine duty. Robert 
lived in Charleston, SC for 27 years before returning to Rockwell in 1986 where he 
went to work for GE of Salisbury for 10 years. Once he retired from GE, he enjoyed 
woodworking and stained glass. He loved to travel the world, go on mission trips, and 
American Legion baseball. Robert was a member of the Rowan County Veterans 

Honor Guard, past Post Commander of Rockwell AmVets Post 845 and a member of 
Calvary Baptist Tabernacle. He loved more than anything to spend time with his family 
and friends and will be missed by all who loved him. 
     Robert is survived by his wife, Carole Anne Daniel Hopkins, whom he married 
December 27, 1959; four sons, Robert F. Hopkins Jr. and wife Denise of Rockwell, NC, 
Michael D. Hopkins and wife JoAnn of Rockwell, NC, William "Bill" R. Hopkins and wife 
Tara of Salisbury, NC, Perry A. Hopkins and wife Deborah of Peachtree Corners, GA; 
11 grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. 
     The family will greet friends and relatives on Tuesday, April 9, 2024, 6:00 pm - 8:00 
pm at Powles Staton Funeral Home, Rockwell, NC. 
The funeral service will be held at 2:00 pm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in the 
Calvary Baptist Tabernacle, Salisbury, NC with Pastor Steve Holshouser officiating. 
Burial will take place in the Salisbury National Cemetery at 10:00 am on Friday, April 
19, 2023 with Military Honors provided by the Navy and Rowan County Veteran Honor 
Guard. 
     In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Calvary Baptist Tabernacle, 3760 
Stokes Ferry Road, Salisbury, NC. 
     Powles Staton Funeral Home of Rockwell, honored provider of Veterans Funeral 
Care, is assisting the Hopkins family. Online condolences may be made at 
www.powlesfuneralhome.com. 
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