
United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., Charleston Base 
Minutes of Meeting/Christmas Party  

6 December 2024 
 
 
The December 2024 Base Meeting was substituted by a Christmas Party and was held at the Fleet Reserve 
Association beginning at 1700 where we meet each month for Base Meetings. 
 
 Base Commander Mike Ciesielko welcomed everyone and gave a short State of the Base Report.  
 Charleston Base is third in national membership with 252 members. 
 He Introduced the DJ and photographer.  The photographer is available to take pictures of individuals or 

groups at the party. 
 Mike introduced the Base Chaplain. 
 
 Base Chaplain Nick Nichols welcomed everyone by wishing them all a Merry Christmas. 
 Nick read the Binnacle List: 

o Our condolences to Johnny Brown whose brother passed away last night. Johnny will be traveling 
home next week.  

o Ken Curtis was diagnosed with Stage 3 kidney disease which is one step from needing dialysis. He 
had just returned home from being in the hospital and is now back in the VA because of low 
hemoglobin count. It was 5.5 when he went in. 
 At the end of the party, the Chaplain reported receiving a text saying Ken was home and resting. 

o Many of our members are having serious health problems, some are scheduled for surgery after the 
holidays and many are battling different degrees of cancer. 

o Several of our members have had wives and other close family members pass away this year. 
 
 The Tolling of the Boats lost during the month of December was given by Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.  
 Submarines lost during the month of December: 

o USS CAPELIN (SS-289) December 2, 1943 – 1st War Patrol      Lost with all hands – 76 souls 
o USS SEALION (SS-195)       December 10, 1941 – Bombed in Philippine Shipyards –   

First submarine lost in World War II – Loss of 5 souls 
o USS F1/CARP (SS-20) December 17, 1917 – Collision with USS F3 (SS-22) –  

    Loss of 19 souls 
o USS S4 (SS-109)  December 17, 1927 – Rammed by USCGC Paulding –  

     Lost with all hands – 40 souls 
 Four Boats and 140 Men Lost during the month of December 

 
 The Chaplain requested for everyone, if able, to stand during the tolling of the bell for all shipmates who 

departed on Eternal Patrol in 2024.  Since our Christmas Party last year there have been 8 Charleston 
Base shipmates who have departed on Eternal Patrol. 

o Senior Chief Hospital Corpsman, Submarines, Robert F. Hopkins,  
US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol April 5, 2024 

 
o Senior Chief Machinists Mate, Submarines, Donald R. Londergan,  

US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol April 20, 2024 
 

o Second Class Interior Communations Electrician, Submarines, Steven R. Curtis,  
US Navy Veteran, Eternal Patrol June 27, 2024 

 
o Senior Chief Electricians Mate, Submarines, Thomas J. Lindberg,  

US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol July 11, 2024 
 
   



o Master Chief Torpedomans Mate, Submarines, Thomas S. Beach,  
US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol August 1, 2024 

 
o Senior Chief Sonar Technician, Submarines, Donald V. Northrop Jr.,  

US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol August 14, 2024 
 

o Master Chief Radioman, Submarines, William A. Neff,  
US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol August 22, 2024 

 
o Chief Electricians Mate, Submarines, Thomas L. Cyrek,  

US Navy Retired, Eternal Patrol November 19, 2024 
 Note: Tom’s memorial service will be held on December 27. An email will be out this coming week 

to update everyone. 
 

 Chaplain Nick Nichols offered the Benediction and Blessing for the food. 
 The tables were called from the rear of the room [whoever marked the FRA light switches, for some unknown 

reason labeled that end FWD and the front section AFT], where we enjoyed prime rib dinner and fixins.  
 Several Base members provided desserts.  We had a cake to celebrate the evening.  A total of 89 were 

present at the Christmas party. 
 Throughout the evening, Bill – the DJ played plenty of festive songs. 
 Several door prizes were presented throughout the evening. 
 One chair at each table had been marked with a small label, giving that person the opportunity to take home 

the centerpiece. 
 We held a Depth Charge Drawing. 
 At 2000, the doors were opened to the other half of the building where some of our members and family 

participated in some karaoke.   
 [SECRETARY’S NOTE:  I truly appreciate the input from Base Chaplain Nick Nichols.  The meeting section 

of the Christmas party had already occurred prior to my arrival this evening.] 

 
 
 


